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Abstract

Abdullah Hussain is a well-known Urdu novelist. He wrote many fiction books. The famous
novel "Udas Naslen" has a distinct identity of his own. In addition, he wrote "Raat", "Nadar
Log", "Nashaib", "Naddi" and He also wrote "Wapasi Ka Safar". The famous novel "Raat"
plays an important role in this work. In this novel, he also presented different colors of his own
life. In this article, an analytical study of "Raat" is presented.

Introduction

Literature Review

Some critics have described "Raat" as fiction. Among them is the well-known Urdu critic Dr.
Nawar Ahmad. But most of the criltics have called "Raat" as a novelette. This novelette
revolves around the two main characters Shaukat and Riyaz. These two characters are friends
of each other during their college days. Riyaz and Shaukat are experts in their respective fields.
Riyaz is a very good sportsman, While Shaukat is a very good writer. Shaukat does not want
to live on a creative level and wants to write short stories. He have to earn some money for
livelihood in life. He puts his intelligence in the field of journalism. In contrast to this character,
Riyaz gets ownership of a newspaper in the form of a property from his father. He further
consolidates his business. Both these characters likes a girl A classmate of them, name Jamal
Afroz. This creates a rivalry between them. Shaukat has the ability to write very good stories.
Shaukat wishes to make journalism a creative art, But it doesn't happen. Shaukat also gets
married to Jamal Afraz. But later he gets tired of the monotony of commercial life and wants
to leave it all. Shaukat tries to write something on a creative level, but he feels that he has lost
his creative ability, and his house starts to suffer from hunger, so he earns a living by selling
household goods. The desire to get Afrooz is still there in hid mind. One day Shaukat meets
his old classmate Jameela in a restaurant. She asks him to go to Riyaz for a job. Shaukat goes
to Riyaz's office. But then After fighting with him, he returns home. On the same day, Jamila
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stays with Shaukat at her house for some time. Meanwhile, Riyaz takes Jamal Afroz to show
him his magnificent house and here he succeeds in impressing Jamal Afroz with his grandeur,
while Shaukat have made a decision about his life. He eats alone in a restaurant and commits
suicide on the beach, leaving two strange women to shed tears over his corpse. Along with
Shaukat's suicide, this Novelette's story ends.

In this novelette, Abdullah Hussain has focused more on the inner problems of his characters.
Especially through the character of Shaukat , he presents his inner problems to the reader.
Confusion forces him to commit suicide. In the same way Azmat Rasheed, the main character
of Abdullah Hussain's short story "Bahar", commits suicide. The similarity between both
characters is that both characters do this with a very strong intention and life is meaningless
and meaningless for both characters.

Shaukat is a pure creative artist and can sacrifice anything for his art. In the same way Azmat
Rasheed, the main character of Abdullah Hussain's novel "Bahar" commits suicide. The
similarity between both characters is that both characters do this with a very strong intention
and life is meaningless and meaningless for both characters.

Shaukat repeatedly gets lost in the memories of the past. Because he is not satisfied with the
present life. The dissatisfaction of the present forces him to dwell in the past. Tries to reduce
bitterness. Shaukat is a pure creative artist and can sacrifice anything for his art.see these
lines...
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There are not many characters in this novelette. Through only three main characters, the story
progresses and reveals the layers of reality. These three characters are striking in their own
way. Shaukat is motivated by the futility of life and at the same time There is also irritation due
to intelligence not being used in the right direction. Riyaz looks at material things from the
point of view of business and money.
Jamal Ansari is the wife of Shaukat. Her husband's rise and fall is also her hushand's past
condition. But poverty has made her helpless. She can't do anything for her husband. At the
very beginning of this story, the character seems to be a psychopath by his behavior and
represents a man who doesn't care about society.
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See another quote from  which  Shaukat's mental state is  assessed:
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Riyaz had a crush on Jamal during his college days, but he got married to Shaukat. To get
revenge, he uses various tactics to psychologically remind the couple of their old social
position. He does. When Jamal goes to his office, he proves himself to be very busy. He talks
about his relationship with high-ranking officials. Likewise, he convinces Shaukat that he is
not a time-setter. So, He is a socially unsuccessful man. Riyaz is a metaphor for a man who
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gives priority to materialism over intelligence. In the end, the author shows the scene of
Shaukat's suicide very pathetically:
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Abdullah Hussain's novel "Raat" is also a special thing from the point of view of art. Abdullah
Hussain has introduced two male and one female characters in the story. The female Character's
name is Jamal. She appears as the main character as heroin of the story. among the two male
characters, one is Shaukat, who becomes her husband, and the other is Jamal's friend Riaz.
Before Jamal's marriage, both Shaukat and Riaz are her lovers. After Jamal's marriage, her
husband's financial situation begins to deteriorate, so Jamal begins to turn to her friend and
former lover.
Riyaz wants to convince her by displaying his nobility and wealth that she has made a huge
mistake by not marrying him. The girl also realizes that she has lost her lot by not marrying her
friend Ameer. This feeling of Jamal becomes a cause of regret. Thus, poison dissolves in the
married life of Jamal and Shaukat. Through this novel, Abdullah Hussain has highlighted the
women who are still with their former selves even after marriage. Expressing dissatisfaction
with the financial condition of her current husband due to some quality of the lover, she shares
her feelings with the former lover. She uses her children as a cover in this work. There are
many problems. The following quote is being given as a demonstration of the wealth of Riyad
and the emotions and feelings of Jamal after seeing his majesty and glory. It is also described
in this paragraph:
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Although Abdullah Hussain has used the scene and plot separately in this quote, but the theme
is the same that he adopted in his novel "Qaid". Razia Sultana of "Qaid" was also wanted by
Karamat Ali and Feroz Shah, but she He extended his hand to Feroz Shah which later proved
to be the biggest mistake of his life. This situation is also in this novelett i.e. "Raat".
Looking at Abdullah Hussain's novel "Raat" from an economic point of view, we have to look
at the economic philosophy of Abdullah Hussain himself. In the popular themes of Abdullah
Hussain's Novels, livelihood is also an important topic. Income is the most important aspect of
human life. We are alive because of livelihood. This is the reason that man is searching for
livelihood from the beginning of time. This search later becomes the purpose of life. According
to Abdullah Hussain, food is very important for survival and wealth for food. Talking about
ways of earning wealth and economic resources, they are not only different from religion and
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each region, but each person also has individual economic means. In Abdullah Hussain's
fiction, there is no discussion on "Halal" and "Haram" economic means. In this comparison,
the story of a person wandering around in search of sustenance, the economic exploitation of
humans and the abuses of the capitalist class on the workers and the rights of the workers. In
the acquisition, the struggle has been described. However, behind this struggle is Abdullah
Hussain's philosophy of economy. Below is an excerpt from this novel on the effects of
economic hardship. What happens to a well-to-do household when it falls victim to economic
hardship? See in the quote:
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The husband's indiscriminate eating in the above quote gives a good picture of the economic
situation of the husband and his wife. The husband eating in this manner and looking at his
wife's wallet frequently is also a mystery. .
Economically, both of them become so close that according to them, the standards of halal and
haram and even the standards of honor are changed. See another quote that describes the old
relationship and the current conditions of the psychology of Riyaz and Jamal:
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The main thing is that Abdullah Hussain has described all the events of this novel, which is
based on social facts, philosophy and economy. It lowers people from their quality of life and
hurts people's reputation and self-respect. People with such self-respect change the concept of
honor.
"Raat" Novelett published in "Sawera™ Issue No. 33, 1964. "Raat" is the name of Abdullah
Hussain's collection which includes a novelett titled "Raat"” by him and a short story "Phool Ka
Badan".
In the novelett "Raat" the story of two friends is described. One is named Shauki (Shaukat)
and the other is named Riyaz. Both have been friends since their university days.
Riyaz was a prominent Athlete and the vice-captain of the high team and the record holder of
the 440 score. His father owned an English daily and gave Shaukat a part-time columnist for
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his newspaper. His status in Riyaz's house was that of a person of the book. Shaukat and Riyaz
were in their final year in the university when a girl named Jamal Afroz of the fifth semester
of the History department came between them. She was affectionately called Jaal by everyone.

Both friends started to be attracted her. Jamal Afroz Became the debating society leader of the
magazine. Her picture was printed on the full page of the magazine. Riyaz captained the hockey
team and won the inter-city Punjab championship. Then he exploited his father's money to the
fullest. He had expensive suits tailored and bought a small car in which he commuted to the
university while Shaukat wrote stories and gave speeches and won trophies.

One day it was announced to contest the elections for the presidency of the University Students'
Union. Both Riyaz and Shaukat stood against each other for the President seat. In which
Shaukat got success. In the same year Shaukat also received a gold medal and his Married to
Jamal. Within a few years, Shaukat became the most famous and highly paid freelance
journalist in his city. Until a few years after the marriage, he was living a very happy and
peaceful life.

But then Shaukat's financial situation deteriorated. Meanwhile, Riaz was appointed as the
managing director of a company. After Shaukat's financial condition deteriorates, he goes to
Riyaz's office to find work there, but Shaukat returns empty-handed. Thus, Shaukat also made
wealth and compared to Riyaz, married with the beautiful girl of the college. Even married the
youngest girl but his own success, fame and wealth was due to the strange and fascinating
writings.

The story is the tragedy of a man who too quickly achieves a superficial level of fame before
artistic maturity, and then uses the usual emotional and business manipulations to maintain that
fame. Instead of a car, it becomes just an entertainer. Thus, he gets wealth and fame, but this
wealth and fame brings him in front of them, whom he considers to be of lower status than
himself, but who are ahead of him in business. So once again, that feeling is inferiority
complex. To get rid of it, he resorts to ideals. He wants to prove that he is an artist while others
are just business people. But he has the ability to create art. It has already sacrificed art on the
altar of wealth. The theme of "Raat" is those in an exploitative society that makes competition
and progress the motto of life. This race of competition and progress. It makes people distant
from each other and careless. After being left behind in this race of progress, life becomes
meaningless to them.

The four characters of this story, Shaukat , Riyaz Jamal and Jamila, suffer from loneliness,
mental agony and sadness in relation to each other. Living with heart. Some people are able to
live such a life while Shaukat loses from this life and washes his existence in the raging waves
of the sea.

In the same way, ‘‘the character of Novel Nashaib’'s Ayaz succeeds in this race of
development and competition and proves his worth and gets both honor and fame. But in the
end, the crime of corruption is punished and life becomes meaningless for them too. In the
night, an attempt was made to describe the social status of a woman and the psychological
pressure on her in the social status.

A woman has all the responsibilities in the society, taking care of the house, taking care of the
children, the peace of the house and the trust in the human relations apart from the blood
relations is focused on the woman in our society. But the society she has very little authority.
In this novelett, we see that Jamal tries to save the house with great patience. But the confusion
of the environment makes her prone to doubt and denial. In this novelett, the trend from the
present to the past also emerges. Today's modern man feels tired even in this mechanical life.
Therefore, scenes and events and beautiful memories of the past keep repeating again and
again.see this quote :
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The people and scenes of the past attract Abdullah Hussain and play a major role in the
understanding of most of his writings.
In the novelette, there is a story of a young man whose life has been torn apart by the collision
of reality and dreams since childhood: ]
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He whole story seems to be full of Abdullah Hussain's past and childhood memaries. Shaukat's
future looks dark and he is traveling in the night of this dark future. There is no hope and no
light. He left his village unaware of his beloved wife and child. At the end of the novel, an
imaginary picture of a bird is presented, which spread its huge wings and was flying towards
the deep waters with freedom and carelessness. Shaukat goes towards the sea in pursuit of this
bird and goes down into the water. Ohh my God. Then he said in a terrified voice. Asim Butt
writes about "Raat":
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Despite succeeding in love, marrying Jamal and becoming a famous working journalist,
Shaukat remains depressed and meaningless as his past and present are a constant source of
psychological torment for him. Gets depressed and eventually commits suicide by drowning in
the sea.
From a technical point of view, the plot of the novelette is loosely shaped. The content of it is
short, but it has been stretched and tried to make a novelette. Because of this, the events have
changed and the plot has become loose. The reason for swinging in it is actually its content is
similar to story. As an attempt has been made to create a special novelette. Razi Abdi writes as
under:
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It seems to lack logical connection and continuity. It has a plot based on mere coincidences
instead of logical connection. Novelette has another important character.” The story of "Raat"
revolves around three main characters: Shaukat, Riyaz and Jamal Afroz. Shaukat is an
intelligent boy and an accomplished journalist. While Riyaz has been an accomplished athlete
in college, the son of a rich father, publishes his own newspapers and magazines and becomes
the owner of a newspaper. Jamal Afroz is a beautiful girl. Shaukat and Riyaz fall in love with
Jamal Afroz. To get the girl, the two friends whose friendship was exemplified in college. , the
rivalry begins. The characters of the novel appear to be living and flesh-and-blood people and
all these characters are important in their place. The novelist has advanced the events through
the characters.
Along with the characterization, dialogue writing has also been well done. The dialogues that
Abdullah Hussain has given to his characters have not only created them by keeping the mental
and emotional state of these characters in front, but also fulfill the dignity of the characters. It
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has been kept in mind that every character in the novel speaks the language according to the
grammar. We have tried to highlight the characteristics of the characters through dialogues.

In the novel, the imagery is also done. They have presented the scenes in detail. Whether it is
a college university setting or nature scenes, he has portrayed perfection. Novelette's style is
also fluid, simple and smooth. Difficult words are non-existent. Good language and charming
style are Novelette's characteristics.
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