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Abstract 

Intersectionality is a critical framework that acknowledges the interconnected nature of 

social identities and experiences, such as race, gender, class, sexuality, and more. It 

provides a lens through which one can understand the complexities of multiculturalism and 

diversity within Indian American diasporic writing. This paper aims to explore the concept 

of intersectionality and its relevance in analyzing the representation of multiculturalism 

and diversity in this specific literary context.The focus of this paper will be on Amrita 

Trasi's novel, "The Colour of Our Sky." Set within the Indian American diaspora, the novel 

presents a rich tapestry of characters and experiences, offering an opportunity to delve into 

intersectional perspectives. By examining the intersections of race, gender, class, and other 

identities, one can gain a deeper understanding of how multiculturalism and diversity are 

portrayed in Indian American diasporic literature. 

Keywords: intersectionality, multiculturalism, diaspora, diversity, Indian-American 

diasporic writing. 

Introduction and Objectives  

By examining Amrita Trasi's "The Colour of Our Sky" through the lens of intersectionality, 

this paper aims to shed light on the nuanced portrayals of multiculturalism and diversity 

within Indian American diasporic literature, offering insights into the complex identities 

and experiences of characters and contributing to a more comprehensive understanding of 

this vibrant literary tradition. 

Firstly, to analyze how intersectionality enhances our understanding of multiculturalism 

within Indian American diasporic writing. By examining the representation of various 

cultural backgrounds, traditions, and experiences, one can explore how different identities 

intersect and shape the c1haracters' lives.Secondly, to explore the concept of diversity 

within Indian American diasporic literature through the lens of "The Colour of Our Sky." 

By investigating the intersections of race, gender, class, and other identities, the researcher 

can unravel the diverse range of experiences and perspectives depicted in the novel. 

The structure of this paper will begin with an overview of intersectionality and its 

theoretical framework, establishing its significance in analyzing multiculturalism and 

diversity in literature. The researcher will then delve into the specific context of Indian 

American diasporic writing and introduce Amrita Trasi's novel as an exemplar for an 

analysis. 
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The subsequent sections will focus on the representation of multiculturalism in Indian 

American diasporic literature and how it manifests in "The Colour of Our Sky." To explore 

the concept of diversity within the novel, examining the various dimensions of identity that 

intersect and contribute to the portrayal of diverse characters and experiences. Furthermore, 

the investigator will delve into the intersectional perspectives presented in the novel, 

analyzing the intersections of race, gender, class, and other identities, and how they enrich 

the narrative. 

An Overview of Intersectionality  

In the context of analyzing multiculturalism and diversity within Indian American diasporic 

writing, intersectionality is essential for several reasons. First, it helps us move beyond 

simplistic categorizations and stereotypes by recognizing the diverse range of identities and 

experiences within the Indian American community. It encourages a more nuanced 

understanding of the intersecting factors that shape individuals' lives, including their 

cultural background, race, gender, class, and other aspects of identity.Second, 

intersectionality highlights the interconnectedness of social identities and the ways in which 

they influence power dynamics and social hierarchies. It allows us to explore how different 

forms of privilege and oppression intersect and affect individuals within the Indian 

American diaspora. For example, intersectionality enables an analysis of how gender, race, 

and class intersect to shape the experiences of Indian American women in both their cultural 

communities and larger society. 

Moreover, intersectionality encourages us to recognize the diversity of voices and 

experiences within the Indian American diasporic literary landscape. It calls for an 

inclusive representation of various identities and perspectives, challenging dominant 

narratives and amplifying marginalized voices. By applying an intersectional lens to Indian 

American diasporic writing, we can uncover and appreciate the intricate layers of 

multiculturalism and diversity depicted in the literature.In summary, intersectionality 

provides a crucial framework for understanding the complexities and nuances of 

multiculturalism and diversity within Indian American diasporic writing. By 

acknowledging the interconnected nature of social identities and experiences, it allows for 

a more comprehensive analysis that goes beyond singular categories and incorporates the 

intersecting factors that shape individuals' lives. Intersectionality encourages inclusive 

representation and amplifies marginalized voices, contributing to a richer understanding of 

the multicultural and diverse experiences within the Indian American diaspora. 

Understanding Intersectionality: 

Intersectionality is a theoretical framework developed by scholars such as Kimberlé 

Crenshaw that recognizes the interconnected nature of social identities and experiences. It 

highlights how various aspects of a person's identity, such as race, gender, class, sexuality, 

and more, intersect and interact with one another, shaping their lived experiences and social 

realities. By examining the intersections of these identities, intersectionality provides a 

more comprehensive understanding of the complexities and nuances of multiculturalism 

and diversity within Indian American diasporic writing. Drawing from influential scholars 

like Kimberlé Crenshaw, intersectionality challenges the tendency to analyze social issues 

in isolation and instead emphasizes the need to consider the intersections of different forms 

of oppression and privilege. It recognizes that individuals hold multiple social identities 

and that the experiences of marginalized groups cannot be fully understood by focusing on 

a single identity category. An analysis of gender alone may overlook the unique challenges 

faced by women of colour within the Indian American diaspora. 

 

Intersectionality acknowledges that social identities are not additive but intertwined. It 

recognizes that individuals occupy multiple social positions simultaneously, and the 
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interactions between these positions shape their experiences of discrimination, privilege, 

and marginalization. For instance, the experiences of an Indian American woman may 

differ significantly from those of an Indian American man due to the intersection of race 

and gender.  

According to Crenshaw (1989), intersectionality "insists on the interrelatedness of social 

categories, such as race, gender, class, and sexuality, as they apply to individuals or groups" 

(p. 140). This recognition of interrelatedness means that individuals experience various 

forms of oppression and privilege simultaneously and these experiences are not 

independent of one another. For example, a Black woman may face distinct forms of 

discrimination that arise from the intersection of both racism and sexism, resulting in 

unique challenges that cannot be fully understood by solely examining race or gender 

separately. Moreover, hooks (2000) argues that intersectionality allows for a more 

comprehensive analysis of power dynamics, as it illuminates the ways in which different 

social identities intersect and interact to shape individuals' lives. This approach challenges 

the tendency to view social identities as discrete categories and instead highlights the 

complexity and fluidity of identity formations.  The acknowledgment of interconnectedness 

is crucial in understanding the experiences of marginalized individuals and communities. 

As Collins (2000) notes, intersectionality provides a framework for recognizing and 

addressing the overlapping systems of oppression that impact marginalized groups. It 

enables a deeper understanding of how power operates within society and how different 

social identities intersect to create unique experiences of privilege and marginalization. 

Multiculturalism in Indian American Diasporic Writing: 

Indian American diasporic literature often portrays multiculturalism by highlighting the 

representation of diverse cultural backgrounds, traditions, and experiences. These 

narratives capture the complexities of navigating multiple cultural identities, the challenges 

of assimilation, and the richness that emerges from cultural intersections and exchanges. 

Amrita Trasi's novel, "The Colour of Our Sky," provides a compelling example of how 

multiculturalism is depicted within Indian American diasporic writing. 

"The Colour of Our Sky" delves into the multicultural fabric of Indian American diasporic 

experiences. The novel follows the lives of two women, Tara and Mukta, who come from 

different cultural backgrounds within India. Tara, an Indian American, embodies the 

duality of her heritage, grappling with her American upbringing while maintaining a 

connection to her Indian roots. Mukta, a child bride from a rural Indian village, represents 

a different cultural perspective, marked by tradition and adversity. Amrita Trasi's novel 

highlights the cultural intersections and exchanges that occur between these two characters. 

As Tara and Mukta's lives become intertwined, the narrative explores how their distinct 

cultural backgrounds merge, clash, and shape their identities.  

The novel navigates themes such as language, religion, customs, and familial expectations, 

presenting a nuanced portrayal of the multicultural experiences within the Indian American 

diaspora. Furthermore, "The Colour of Our Sky" examines the challenges and conflicts that 

arise when cultural traditions collide with the realities of life in the diaspora. It addresses 

the tension between preserving cultural heritage and adapting to a new environment, 

highlighting the complexities faced by Indian Americans as they navigate multicultural 

spaces. The novel showcases the fusion of Indian and American influences, as characters 

grapple with questions of identity, belonging, and the negotiation of cultural boundaries. 

 

The cultural intersections and exchanges depicted in "The Colour of Our Sky" illuminate 

the multifaceted nature of multiculturalism within Indian American diasporic writing. 

Through the exploration of diverse cultural backgrounds, traditions, and experiences, the 

novel invites readers to engage with the complexities and nuances of multiculturalism and 
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how it shapes the lives of Indian American individuals. Overall, "The Colour of Our Sky" 

serves as a testament to the rich tapestry of multiculturalism within Indian American 

diasporic literature. It captures the fluidity and diversity of cultural identities, showcasing 

the intricate interplay between traditions, experiences, and the forging of new paths in the 

diaspora. By examining the portrayal of multiculturalism in this novel, readers can gain a 

deeper understanding of the complexities inherent in the Indian American diasporic 

experience and the ways in which cultural intersections contribute to the richness of the 

narrative. 

Diversity in Indian American Diasporic Writing: 

Diversity is a crucial aspect of Indian American diasporic literature, encompassing various 

dimensions such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, socio-economic backgrounds, and 

more. These narratives explore the multifaceted identities and experiences of individuals 

within the diaspora, highlighting the intersections and complexities that arise from their 

diverse backgrounds. Amrita Trasi's novel, "The Colour of Our Sky," exemplifies how 

diversity is manifested within Indian American diasporic writing.Indian American 

diasporic literature celebrates diversity by portraying characters from a wide range of racial 

and ethnic backgrounds. These narratives reflect the heterogeneous nature of the Indian 

American community, showcasing individuals with Indian, South Asian, or mixed 

heritage.For instance, in one scene, Tara reflects on her own privilege and the power 

dynamics at play, stating, "I was born with a silver spoon in my mouth... [Mukta] had only 

known a life of deprivation" (Trasi 82). This quote demonstrates the contrast between their 

socioeconomic backgrounds and the awareness that arises from recognizing their divergent 

experiences. By exploring the intersections of class and caste, Trasi presents a nuanced 

portrayal of diversity within the Indian American diaspora. By including characters from 

different racial and ethnic backgrounds, these stories challenge monolithic representations 

and provide a more inclusive and representative portrayal of the diaspora. 

Additionally, the novel explores diversity through the intersection of gender and culture. 

The character of Mukta, a child bride, represents the experiences of women within 

traditional Indian society. Her narrative highlights the gendered challenges faced by Indian 

women, offering insights into the intersections of gender and culture within the Indian 

American diaspora. Furthermore, "The Colour of Our Sky" touches upon the intersections 

of socio-economic backgrounds. The stark contrast between Tara's privileged upbringing 

in America and Mukta's impoverished circumstances in India sheds light on the disparities 

that exist within the Indian American diaspora. Through these diverse socio-economic 

experiences, the novel explores themes of privilege, inequality, and social 

mobility.Sexuality is another aspect of diversity explored within Indian American diasporic 

literature. While not explicitly explored in "The Colour of Our Sky," other works within 

the genre delve into the experiences of LGBTQ+ individuals within the Indian American 

community. These narratives navigate the complexities of reconciling cultural expectations 

with personal identities, highlighting the diverse range of experiences within the diaspora. 

So, diversity is a central theme within Indian American diasporic literature, encompassing 

various aspects such as race, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, socio-economic backgrounds, and 

more. "The Colour of Our Sky" exemplifies this diversity through its portrayal of characters 

with different racial, ethnic, and socio-economic backgrounds, as well as the intersections 

of gender and culture. By embracing and exploring these diverse identities and experiences, 

Indian American diasporic literature invites readers to engage with the complexities and 

richness of the diaspora's diverse tapestry. 

 

Intersectional Perspectives in "The Colour of Our Sky": 

Amrita Trasi's novel, "The Colour of Our Sky," offers a rich exploration of intersectional 

perspectives, delving into the intersections of race, gender, class, and other identities. By 
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incorporating these intersectional perspectives, the novel enhances the depth and 

complexity of its characters, their relationships, and the overall themes it explores. One 

instance of intersectionality in the novel is the exploration of race and gender through the 

character of Tara. As a biracial Indian American woman, Tara embodies the intersection of 

multiple identities. Her mixed-race heritage influences her experiences, perspectives, and 

sense of belonging. The novel delves into the complexities of her identity as she grapples 

with reconciling her Indian and American backgrounds, as well as the challenges and 

privileges associated with her racial identity. Through Tara's character, Trasi illuminates 

the intricate ways in which race and gender intersect, shaping an individual's sense of self 

and place in society.Furthermore, "The Colour of Our Sky" examines the intersection of 

gender and class through the character of Mukta. Mukta's experiences as a child bride from 

a disadvantaged background shed light on the intersecting dynamics of gendered 

oppression and socio-economic inequality. The novel portrays the challenges faced by 

Mukta as a young woman trapped within the confines of traditional patriarchal structures, 

highlighting how her gender and class intersect to shape her experiences of marginalization 

and resilience. 

The relationships between the characters in the novel also demonstrate intersectional 

perspectives. For example, the bond between Tara and Mukta exemplifies the interplay 

between privilege and disadvantage, as well as the complexities of power dynamics 

influenced by race, class, and gender. Their friendship transcends societal boundaries and 

cultural differences, providing a lens through which readers can examine the intersectional 

complexities of their individual identities and shared experiences.Specific passages from 

the text further exemplify intersectional perspectives. For instance, when Tara reflects on 

her experiences as a biracial Indian American, she muses on the challenges of belonging to 

two worlds, grappling with issues of race, identity, and cultural assimilation. This 

introspection allows readers to witness the intersections of race and identity as they shape 

Tara's sense of self.Additionally, passages depicting Mukta's journey as a child bride 

underscore the intersections of gender, class, and cultural expectations. These passages 

highlight the complexities of her identity and the impact of societal norms on her life, 

shedding light on the intersecting forms of oppression she faces as a young woman from a 

marginalized background. 

By incorporating these intersectional perspectives, "The Colour of Our Sky" presents a 

nuanced portrayal of its characters, their relationships, and the larger themes explored in 

the novel. The intersections of race, gender, class, and other identities deepen the readers' 

understanding of the characters' experiences and offer a critical lens through which to 

analyze the complexities of the Indian American diaspora. Through specific instances and 

passages, the novel invites readers to engage with the multidimensional nature of 

intersectionality and its impact on individual lives and social dynamics. 

Impact and Significance: 

Embracing intersectionality in the portrayal of multiculturalism and diversity in Indian 

American diasporic writing has a profound impact on the representation of the Indian 

American experience. It challenges stereotypes, promotes inclusivity, and fosters a more 

comprehensive understanding of the complexities inherent in the diaspora.By incorporating 

intersectional perspectives, Indian American diasporic literature moves beyond one-

dimensional portrayals and acknowledges the multifaceted nature of identity. This shift has 

a significant impact on challenging stereotypes. Stereotypes often flatten individuals and 

communities, reducing them to simplistic and often inaccurate portrayals. However, when 

intersectional perspectives are embraced, the richness and diversity of experiences are 

celebrated. This challenges the preconceived notions and offers more authentic and 

nuanced representations of the Indian American diaspora. By acknowledging the 

interconnectedness of social identities, including race, gender, class, and more, 
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intersectionality ensures that the experiences of all individuals within the community are 

validated and acknowledged. It gives voice to marginalized perspectives and experiences 

that may have been overlooked or sidelined in the past. This inclusivity fosters a sense of 

belonging and representation for a broader range of readers, allowing them to see 

themselves reflected in the narratives and to find resonance with the diverse experiences 

portrayed. 

The Indian American diaspora is not homogenous, and individuals within the community 

navigate multiple identities and intersecting social structures. By examining the 

intersections of race, gender, class, and other identities, Indian American diasporic 

literature captures the intricacies and complexities of these experiences. It sheds light on 

the ways in which multiple dimensions of identity intersect and influence an individual's 

lived reality. This comprehensive understanding allows for a deeper exploration of the 

diaspora's challenges, triumphs, and contributions, providing a more accurate portrayal of 

the Indian American experience as a whole. 

The significance of intersectional perspectives in Indian American diasporic writing 

extends beyond the literary realm. By challenging stereotypes, promoting inclusivity, and 

fostering a more comprehensive understanding of the Indian American experience, 

intersectionality contributes to broader social and cultural conversations. It encourages 

readers to critically examine their own assumptions, biases, and privileges, promoting 

empathy, understanding, and social change. By offering diverse and authentic 

representations, intersectional perspectives pave the way for a more equitable and inclusive 

society. 

Conclusion 

In this paper, the researcher has explored the significance of embracing intersectionality in 

the analysis of multiculturalism and diversity in Indian American diasporic writing, with a 

focus on Amrita Trasi's novel "The Colour of Our Sky." Through our examination, several 

key findings and arguments have emerged. Firstly, the researcher has found that 

intersectionality provides a framework for understanding the complexities of identity and 

experience within the Indian American diaspora. By acknowledging the intersections of 

race, gender, class, and other identities, intersectional perspectives enhance the depth and 

richness of characters, relationships, and themes in literature. 

Secondly, the analysis of "The Colour of Our Sky" has highlighted how the novel portrays 

multiculturalism, diversity, and intersectional experiences. The diverse cultural 

backgrounds, traditions, and experiences represented in the novel challenge monolithic 

portrayals of the diaspora and offer a more inclusive and representative narrative.Moreover, 

our examination of intersectional perspectives in the novel has demonstrated their 

significance in challenging stereotypes, promoting inclusivity, and fostering a 

comprehensive understanding of the Indian American experience.  

By acknowledging and exploring the intersections of social identities, Indian American 

diasporic literature can break free from simplistic representations and provide more 

authentic and nuanced portrayals.Embracing intersectionality is crucial for a more nuanced 

exploration of multiculturalism and diversity in Indian American diasporic writing. It 

allows for a deeper understanding of the lived realities, challenges, and triumphs of 

individuals within the diaspora. By recognizing and valuing the intersections of various 

identities, literature can reflect the multifaceted nature of the Indian American experience 

and contribute to a more inclusive and accurate representation. 

 

Moving forward, future research should continue to engage with intersectionality in literary 

analysis of Indian American diasporic writing. Further exploration can delve into other 

literary works within the genre and examine how intersectionality shapes the portrayal of 



776 Embracing Intersectionality: Multiculturalism And Diversity In Indian American Diasporic 

Writing Explored In Amrita Trasi's The Colour Of Our Sky 
 

multiculturalism and diversity. Additionally, researchers can investigate the reception and 

impact of intersectional perspectives in literature, exploring how readers engage with and 

respond to these narratives. 

Overall, embracing intersectionality in the analysis of multiculturalism and diversity in 

Indian American diasporic writing opens up new avenues for understanding and 

representation. By recognizing the complex intersections of social identities, literature can 

offer more authentic, inclusive, and nuanced narratives that resonate with diverse readers 

and contribute to broader social and cultural conversations. It is through continued 

engagement with intersectionality that we can enrich our understanding of the Indian 

American diaspora and promote a more equitable and inclusive society. 
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