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Analysis of Integrating Task-Based and Concept-Based
Instruction Activities on EFL Learners’ Academic Collocation
Learning

Vo Thi Diem My?!

Abstract

The purpose of this study is analyzing the effects of integrating task-based and concept-
based instruction activities on efl learners’ academic collocation learning and discussing
on effects of LINGUISTICS that has many specializations. Using experiences,
experimental method, qualitative and inductive analysis, and via investigating errors in
using English at English classrooms and esp. students’ grammatical errors via collecting
the data from a questionnaire, this paper also presents approaches to collocations
academic, task-based and concept-based instructional activities, as well as factors
affecting academic collocation learning. Last but not least, this study also analyze and
propose both general and specific solutions for English education in the country.

Keywords: Academic collocations, Concept-based, Task-based, Linguistics,
Collocation learning

1. Introduction

The study of Hashemi et al (2012) stated that there is high interest (increasing over years) in
EFL study esp. In collcoatiom subject because of benefits such as competence in language
(foreign), communication skill enhance ment, and like native etc.

Hence this paper will address errors in using collocations also , what should be and how
collcoation are taught in classes.

Then we see that collocation in English is different from Vietnamese understanding (or
Vietnamese translation). For instance, we says “blonde hair” (correct) not saying yellow
hair (incorrect).

Or sometime Vietnamese people uses wrong combination of English words, for example,
they say “meet difficulties” (incorrect) instead of “face/encounter difficulties) (correct)

Next another study stated that collocations classified as:
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Gceming the grammatical feature of collocations, collocations are commonly classified

as follows:

Loc thi Bui (2021) - i) Adjectives and nouns, e.g., the key issue, a brief chat, mounting concern

ii) Nouns and verbs, e.g., an opportunity arises, standards slip economy booms

iii) Verbs and nouns, e.g., pose a problem, launch a product, withstand the impact

iv) Nouns and nouns, e.g., a surge of anger, a sense of pride, a flock of birds, a school of
fish

vi) Verbs and expressions with prepositions, e.g., fill with sorrow, burst into tears, swell
with pride

vii) Verbs and adverbs, e.g., drive recklessly, fail miserably, whisper softly

viii) Adverbs and adjectively, e.g., blissfully unaware, stunningly attractive, utterly

Qiculous /

Then, can be seen in below fig 1:

Fig 1 - Summary of previous studies

was one of the first few pioneers to propose the incorporation of collocations in the EFL
classroom. She underscored that learning collocations not only increases EFL learners'
knowledge of collocation but also improves learners' oral fluency, listening comprehension,
Brown (1974) and reading speed. Additionally, Brown pointed out that learning collocation enables
B learners gradually to realize language chunks used by native speakers in speech and writing
\and to get the feel of using words in natural combination with other words as well.

affirmed that "language production consists of piecing together the ready-made
Nattinger (1980) unljcs ..appropriate for par‘tlcularl‘ srfuatlons, ?nd tlhat somprehensmn relies on knowing
which of these patterns to predict in these situations" (p.341).

English for Academic Purposes (EAP) refers to teaching or learning English in Academic
contexts such as at institutes, universities, and colleges in order to meet Academic
requirements. Kennedy et al (1984:4) stated that: “EAP is taught generally within
educational institutions to students reading English in their studies.” EAP can be described
as teaching specificikﬂls such as: reading texts, writing reports, taking notes and so on

Kenedy et al (1984)

Second language (L2) learners' vocabulary knowledge is crucial to their success in learning a
L2 and is largely dependent on their vocabulary knowledge. Further, L2 students can only
Saeed et al (2020) - | master a target L2 by developing effective reading, writing, listening, and speaking skills,
b which again, are all dependent on their vocabulary knowledge.

Le Huong Hoa,
Dinh Tran Ngoc
Huy (2021)

Traditionally, ESP can be classified into two major groups: English for Academic Purposes
and English for Occupational Purposes.

And Le Huong Hoa, Dinh Tran Ngoc Huy (2021) also pointed that ENglish teaching skills
can be improved via increasing ESp vocab (-bulary) and we need specific solutions also.

Last but not least, according to decision on the issuance of a plan for implementing foreign
language teaching and learning project in the national education system in the period of 2017
- 2025 - minister of education and training plan

Implementing foreign language teaching and learning project in the national education system
period 2017 - 2025

(Issued together with Decision No. 2658/QD-BGDDT dated July 23, 2018 of the Minister of
Education and Training)

Promulgate and deploy foreign language teaching and learning programs and materials
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Survey, research, develop, implement experiments/pilots, complete, summarize and evaluate,
promulgate programs, textbooks, syllabuses, documents, learning materials for teaching and
learning foreign languages, teaching integrating foreign languages in some subjects, teaching
some other subjects (such as math and science subjects, specialized subjects) in foreign
languages, training foreign language teachers, teachers teaching other subjects in foreign
languages for all levels of education, training levels, cadres, civil servants, and public
employees and society's diverse foreign language learning needs according to an international
standard approach and in accordance with the characteristics of Vietnam.

Develop, complete, and implement a roadmap for implementing foreign language teaching
and learning programs for all educational levels and training levels and a roadmap for
applying teacher professional standards and foreign language teacher competency
frameworks.

2. Content
2.1 Collocation learning/teaching

According to relevant studies there are several types: productive - task, input output task
and form/collaborative task (Fanaee, 2014), collaborative and individual tasks, form
versus meaning-focused tasks .

According to the Oxford dictionary, collocation is defined as follows: "a combination of
words in a language that happens very often and more frequently than would happen by
chance" - can be understood as a frequent combination of words in a language.

Cambridge Dictionary defines collocation as “a word or phrase that is often used with
another word or phrase, in a way that sounds correct to people who have spoken the
language all their lives, but might not be expected from the meaning” — i.e. is a word or
phrase that is often used with another word or phrase, in the manner of people who have
used the language all their lives, but the meaning of the phrase may not be inferable from
the meaning of the individual words single.

Thus, collocation is the combination of words together, forming phrases naturally
according to native speakers' habits. Every language has a separate collocation system,
not just English.
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Next, we see some studies:

Fig 2 - Relevant studies

Hoang (2021)

McCarthy (2008)

Loc Thi Bui {2021)

Hoang (2021), language learning is up to the individual differences. Due to their perceived
significance in the fluency and proficiency of English, many researchers have suggested that
collocations should be the requisite aspect of English teaching. Good command of
collocations enables learners not only to communicate effectively but also to achieve
native-like fluency.

/
\

defines collocations as 'pairs of words that occur regularly together, with a high degree of
probability (p.5). Also, Colin et al. (2019) regard collocation as 'the way words combine in a
language to produce natural-sounding speech and writing.

/

Loc thi Bui (20210 said that English collocations are a considerable part of the English \
language. Collocations are commonly used in English speech and writing and are

considered an indispensable factor in the proficiency of the learners of English. Acquiring
collocations is crucial, challenging, and problematic to non-native English speakers.
Nevertheless, it is noticed that collocations are still underestimated in different EFL

contexts, which may hinder English learners' fluency in speaking and writing. This article
aims at reviewing the literature relating to the term collocations. First, the paper presents
the definitions of the term collocations. Next, the paper reviews the studies in the field of
collocations. Finally, the paper states some rationales for the inclusion of collocations in
English teaching and learning.

*source: author synthesis.

Last but not least, according to Richard (1971), there are errors (grammatical) when
students use/face English, using mother tongue, even when students come from remote

and different areas.

In case of Vietnam there are errors when students come from North, South and Middle

areas of Vietnam.

Then we look at definition and types of collocationsin below fig:

Fig 3 - Collocations

Definition

Classify

A collocation is defined as two or more words that join together to form a
unique meaning that is readily understood by English speakers but probably not
by those who speak it as a second language. In many cases, the speaker isn’t
aware of the collocation. They're simply repeating a phrase they’ve heard
during prolonged exposure to the English language.

A A\

There are two types of collocations - a weak one and a strong one. A collocation
is pairing one or more words together to create a particular meaning. A weak
collocation includes a word that pairs with many other words within the English
language.

A strong collocation is comprised of at least one word that doesn’t pair well
with others
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Fig 4 - True and false

Correct Collocation: A scholar’s job is to search for evidence that supports their

hypothesis.
Correct collocation P

B/ A W
Incorrect Improper Collocation: A scholar’s job is to research evidence that supports their
collocation hypothesis.

W W s

Acquire knowledge
Correct collocation B Take medicine

Incorrect

i Improper Collocation: Get knowledge , drink medicine
collocation

*source: authors synthesis.

Fig 5 - Grammar errors of students

Bad models, 8% Others, 1%Poor at grammar,
40%

B Poor at grammar

B Performance pressure
B Slips of the tongue
DOFforgetfulness

DBad models

B Others

Forgetfulness, 20%

Slips of the
tongue, 50% Performance

pressure, 45%

*source: Le Huong Hoa, Dinh Tran Ngoc Huy, 2021.
2.2. Roles of Task-based instruction

Fanaee (2014) stated that : task based instruction is a method contributing to effectiveness of
teaching EFL (English) . Itis in case of Iranian learners (EFL).

In fact collocation should be used with 4 skills as follow:

Listening Speaking Reading Writing

Basic Collocation Collocation Collocation Collocation
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Advanced

2.3 Roles of cultural characteristics and concept -based instruction activities

Thi Ngu et al (2021) mentioned that Research in Tuyen Quang province from a linguistic-
cultural perspective has shown that cultural characteristics are affecting learning elements
of ethnic minorities people. They also mentioned Language is the most important means
of human communication. Through communication, the peoples of the world have
exchanged knowledge and information about the customs, practices and beliefs of each
nation. Not only that, through language communication, peoples around the world
understand each other and act together for the purpose of a good life such as: unifying
about environmental protection, sharing about disease prevention and control disability.

We see below fig for concept-based treaching and instruction

Fig 6 - Concept - based instruction

At the same time, have transformed classroom practice to support students in
thinking at both the factual and the conceptual level. By embedding a concept-
v based approach to curriculum development over the period of curriculum
Concept-based % articulation, and by continuing that work through an extensive College-wide
insutruction commitment to developing professional practice for all teachers at the College

‘Students learn through the school’s concept-based curriculum (that is organised
around concepts and conceptual understandings), an approach to education
Incorrect that puts conceptual understanding and rigorous intellectual development at the
collocation forefront of their educational experience (Marshall, UWCSEA).

A concept is a mental construct drawn from a topic or a process that transfers
across time, place and situation (Erickson, Lanning & French, 2017). A concept
Erickson, Lanning has the following features: it is timeless, universal, abstract, can be
& French (2017) represented by one or two words, and its examples share common attributes.
Transferability is also an important aspect of a concept and we’ll return to that
idea shortly.

Marschall explains, "Concepts are all around us. They help us to categorise,
reduce complexity and make sense of our world. Think about the idea of a
family. There are many individual families, and each may look very different to
another. Some may have one parent, some may have two parents, some may
include extended family. But they all have aspects in common, such as
working together for a common purpose. When we teach students concepts,
we give them a powerful sense-making tool that allows them to understand

(Source: author synthesis and analysis).

3. Discussion Last but not least, Le Huong Hoa, Dinh Tran Ngoc Huy (2021)
pointed difficulties in teaching English:

One of difficulties that, during their study, students face is ESP vocab. This current study
aims at finding out the main difficulties teachers encounter when teaching ESP
vocabulary to the investigation students at Viethams Universities.

General solutions:

Ethnic minorities in Vietnam reflect the cultural characteristics of the indigenous peoples,
including living culture expressed through landmarks that reflect the way of choosing a
place to live and live on the edge of the foothills, so we need to take care of English
training programs that is suitable for these minorities.
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Next, according to Ministry of Education, Encourage educational institutions to
implement voluntary socialization in foreign language teaching in flexible forms, suitable
to local practice to increase time and create a diverse environment in teaching. improve
the quality of foreign language subjects.

According to the instructions, schools carry out teaching to ensure the contents and
requirements to be met in the Foreign Language (multi levels) program and among 4
skills of English taught, with priority given to developing listening and speaking skills;
diversify forms of teaching and learning including learning in class, outside class, in
school and out of school.

Schools need to create an environment for maximum use and expression of foreign
languages for students, increase experiential and exchange activities, and develop a
culture of reading books and stories in foreign languages suitable for ages and interests.
and the student's learning stage.

4. Conclusion

Finally, there are solutions according to Plan of Ministry of Education for training foreign
languages in Vietnam schools as follows:

Deploy foreign language competency testing and assessment activities

Develop, complete and promulgate standardized foreign language competency
assessment tools, prioritizing tools to support computer-based and online testing

Standardized foreign language competency assessment tools, prioritizing tools to support
computer-based and online testing

Build and develop test question banks and test questions to assess foreign language
proficiency

Bank of exam questions and exam questions to assess foreign language proficiency
Build and train a team of specialized staff in foreign language testing
Staff specialized in foreign language testing

Consolidate and develop facilities to organize independent foreign language proficiency
tests

Develop a team of foreign language teachers and lecturers in sufficient quantity and
quality

Develop, complete and promulgate a foreign language teacher competency framework
according to educational levels and training levels

Research, develop, complete, evaluate, appraise and promulgate a foreign language
teacher competency framework according to educational levels and training levels

Competency framework for foreign language teachers according to educational levels and
training levels

Guidance on building and implementing a roadmap for implementing the foreign
language teacher competency framework according to educational levels and training
levels

Develop and implement a roadmap for implementing the foreign language teacher
competency framework according to educational levels and training levels

Deploy foreign language teacher competency framework according to educational levels
and training levels according to the roadmap
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Summarize and evaluate the implementation of the foreign language teacher competency
framework according to educational levels and training levels

Recruit a sufficient number of foreign language teachers and lecturers to meet job needs,
job positions, and professional title standards to deploy foreign language teaching
according to educational levels and training levels to ensure compliance with the
requirements. current regulations

Review the current status of foreign language teachers and lecturers nationwide in terms
of quantity and quality, make Review report

Guidance on applying regulations for foreign language teachers (such as teacher
professional standards and foreign language teacher competency framework);

Develop a recruitment plan for foreign language teachers and lecturers to meet the needs
of localities and educational institutions according to regulations for foreign language
teachers. Plan to recruit teachers and foreign language lecturers of localities and
educational, training and professional establishments according to regulations for foreign
language teachers approved and implemented. Recruiting foreign language teachers and
lecturers to meet the needs of localities and educational institutions according to
regulations for foreign language teachers

Specific solutions

For foreign languages or English education and in general, Foreign languages and
information technology are two indispensable tools. Speaking at the opening ceremony,
Foreign languages and information technology are two indispensable tools for children to
enter life. The concept of "illiteracy" in the current 4.0 technology era is illiteracy in
information technology and foreign languages. Therefore, if you want to be successful in
life, you must first learn and be good at foreign languages.

One of the languages commonly used today at international conferences and world
regional forums is English. Currently, more than 60 countries use English as the official
language of communication, and is a common language used worldwide.

Shehata, (2008) declared that the term collocation is initiated from the Latin verb
collocare, which means to set in order/to assemble. Hashemi (2012) in his research came
to this conclusion that EFL College students (English majors and non-English majors),
high school students, and professors are short of collocational knowledge because
collocation has been ignored in EFL classrooms.
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