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ABSTRACT

Basic amenities are pre requisite for the development of country and at the household level.
Keeping this in mind the present paper has been focusing on the basic amenities that
households are having in the Raichur district. Raichur is one of the most backward districts in
terms of household amenities as well as human development. Therefore for the present paper
the Raichur district has been selected purposefully and the 2011 census data related to Raichur
district has been utilized for the analysis purpose. The simple percentage method was adopted
for the analysis. Further, the analyses were restricted to SC, ST and other social groups in the
district. As for as literacy is concerned both SC and ST are below the district (59 percent)
average. Only less than 53 percent of SC households in the district are accessible to safe
drinking water and it is also below the district average of 58 percent and state average of 70.69
percent. | Among ST category it is around 48.77 percent households are having the safe
drinking water facilities and this is below the district and state average. It is very embracing
that only 6.44 percent of ST households are having toilet facilities in the district. But this varies
as the places of residence differ from rural to urban area. Urban households are better than
rural households in the district among the marginal communities. The paper concludes that
more attention needs to be given in improvement of basic amenities among the social deprived
communities.
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Introduction

Indian society practiced a value system that was based on division and hierarchy which itself
classically manifested in the system of caste-feudal patriarchy. However, the post-independent
Constitutional commitment to social equality and social justice initiated significant changes.
Equality was operationalised in the establishment of democratic socialism and the welfare state.
Along with guaranteeing equality of citizenship, the state assumed the primary responsibility
for compensating for centuries of discrimination, exploitation and marginalization and
providing special support to the Scheduled Castes (SC) and Scheduled Tribes (ST).The SC and
ST are administrative connotations, referring to population identified by the Constitution of
India for compensatory discrimination and special protection. They intend to comprise those
who were at the bottom and margins respectively, of the Indian social order — viz. caste groups
who because of their low cultural and social status in the traditional social hierarchy and tribal
groups because of their spatial isolation and distinctive cultures have been subject to
impositions of disabilities and lack of opportunity.Socio-cultural practices of exclusion and
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discrimination continue to define the existence of the poor Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes. Cultural factors can play a role in sustaining intergroup differences in wealth, status
and power. Article 46 of the Indian Constitution imposes the obligation on the government to
promote the socio-economic interests of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. This and
many other provisions enshrined in the Constitution have played an important role in improving
the socio-economic conditions and achieving a respectful position to the members of these
communities in the society. Since the beginning of the XI Five Year Plan, reducing social
exclusion and reduction of inequalities are at the core of the inclusive growth approach. Social
exclusion involves the denial of equal access to opportunities imposed by certain groups in a
society upon others. According to Sen (2000), the distinguishing features of social exclusion
in India are: it affects culturally defined groups; is embedded in social relations between them;
and results in deprivation for the excluded. According to Thorat and Newman (2007) the form
of exclusion in the Indian context is a scriptive rather than based on achieved characteristics. It
is a manifestation of the processes through which groups are wholly or partly deprived from
full participation in the economic, educational and social institutions that define social
membership. Caste has been used to regulate socio-political and economic life in India. This
has resulted in the most severe form of deprivation of the dalits - consisting of SCs and
STs.These two social groups

Constituting a huge proportion of the total population in our society are also traditionally, the
untouchables who are involved in the most despised occupations and hence receive the lowest
wages. The STs are often away from the modern development mainstream. Obviously, their
social and political Participation is also the lowest. It is not surprising that these sections suffer
the worst form of poverty. They are economically exploited, socially marginalized and
politically disenfranchised. That the discrimination and deprivation have continued even after
significant government intervention and support to these sections, shows how deep rooted the
practice is! According to KHDR 2005, human development, as a concept, will have little value
until the human development levels of disadvantaged people, particularly of the SCs and STs
are raised to the levels of those of the dominant classes. Poverty, low educational and health
status, low resource possessions, labour market inaccessibility, etc. result in their low human
development. The Constitution of India mandates a welfare state not only by guaranteeing the
right to equality to all citizens but also by specifying the directive principles of state Policy
which have guided the policy making, in general. It also provided for reservation in all forms
of elected bodies, government jobs and educational institutions. A specified amount of grants
are also being earmarked for spending on these sections. Have these affirmative action’s
ensured in mainstreaming these sections? Have they earned their entitlements and developed
their capabilities? In this context, the understanding of dimensions of human development
status among SC/STs becomes imperative. The present paper discusses these issues with
respect to Raichur district.

Objectives
e To know the basic amenities both in rural and urban areas like housing, sanitation and
drinking water facilities and to determine the quality of life of people in the district

Data and Methods

The present paper defines mainly secondary data, and uses simple statistical tools like
percentage method average, charts and diagrams. Secondary sources collected from published
articles, human development reports, and research reports and through different web sites.

Housing, Sanitation and Drinking Water Facilities
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Present paper mainly concentrates on, basic amenities like housing, sanitation and drinking
water facilities determine the quality of life of people. A good house with all basic amenities
improves the health and productivity of an individual thereby contributing to better HD
attainments. This section compares the extent of availability of these amenities to the SC and
ST households of Raichur district.Since taluk level data are not available, the district level data.
A lesser percentage of SCs and STs reside in good houses compared to the non-SC/STs. Here,
STs are found to be more deprived among the social groups.

Table No: 03 Number of Houses Constructed in RaichurDistrict,

2011-12

SC ST
32.66 42.29
Source: Census Documents 2001 and 2011

Others
25.05

Total
13600

The district has lower values vis-a-vis the state. Good housing is also characterized by access
to amenities like safe drinking water, toilets and drainage. These facilities determine the health
and nutrition status of households to a large extent. Obviously lack of good house also deprives
these facilities. The data shows that SC and ST households are relatively deprived of these
facilities Similar to housing, a lesser proportion of rural households have access to safe drinking
water; and ST households are again relatively more deprived.

Table No: 04 % of Households with access to safe drinking
water
SC ST Others Total
Rural 46.37 46.56 52.33 49.77
Urban 76.34 68.43 86.38 83.42
Total 53.07 48.77 63.46 58.67
KA 70.69 67.12 75.54 74.15

Source: Census Documents 2001 and 2011

The worst situation is with respect to toilet facility with only 5.5 per cent of SC and 4.4 per
cent of ST households in rural areas report to have possessed toilets. At the aggregate level too,
10.8 per cent of SC households and 6.4 per cent of ST households report having toile

Table No: 05 % of Household s with access to toilet
SC ST Others Total
Rural 5.49 4.37 13.93 9.99
Urban 29.18 24.88 57.5 50.28
Total 10.79 6.44 28.18 20.68
KA 31.5 28.7 57.47 51.21

Source: Census Documents 2001 and 2011

This is an aspect that has to be focused. Availability of drainage is also comparable, but ST
households are severely deprived. While electricity is more widely accessible , modern fuels
are used by a very small proportion of households. In rural areas, it is insignificant. Thus, for
all the selected parameters, the values for SC/ST households are lesser compared to the values
for the total households. STs and rural households are relatively more deprived.



48 Household Amenities Among The Deprived Classes In Raichur District Of Karnataka State

Table No:06 % of Households with access to electricity
SC ST Others Total
Rural 83.78 80.68 88.96 85.99
Urban 87.25 79.65 93.96 91.39
Total 84.56 80.58 90.59 87.54
KA 85.06 83.61 92.47 90.63

Source: Census Documents 2001 and 2011

Therefore, efforts need to be made for enhancing the stock of good houses, toilets, drinking
water and clean fuels to these households. The percentage of households without any assets
like radios, TV, computer, laptop, telephone, mobile, two-wheeler, car is very high

Why are SCs and STs Poorer?

In a sample survey conducted in Raichur and Dharwad districts, Biradar (2012) reports that
SC/ST communities in Raichur district have a larger household size. The WPRs are higher
indicating that the high incidence of poverty has forced them to seek any type of work, whether
remunerative or not. The proportion of workers in casual employment in agriculture is higher
followed by casual and contract employment in non-agriculture. Occupational shift in favour
of rural non-agricultural sector in Raichur was limited vis-a-vis Dharwad; and the proportion
of labourers migrating in search of livelihood was higher in the former than in the latter. The
wages are lower, social security is insignificant, higher percentage of expenditure on
unproductive items and lack of access to institutional credit. Lack assets, lack of employment
opportunities outside agriculture, non-institutional borrowing and limited possibilities to take
up non-farm business due to lack of education and institutional credit are the characteristics of
poor in Raichur, which are severe compared to Dharwad. (26.38 For SCs, 30.25 for STs) and
quite high in rural areas. Households with access to modern cooking fuels is very low in the
District, more so in the rural areas. Hence, the pattern is that these sections are poor, but STs;
and SC and ST households in rural areas are poorer. Probably because of such deprivations,
health status might not be good and mortality rates higher.

Suggestions
The following actions need to be initiated:

e The reservation of seats meant for Sc and Sts in local political economic institutions
should be increased and implemented effectively;

o In all the local government institutions, a separate Standing Committee specifically to
look into the schemes meant for Sc and Sts, their implementation and evaluation can
be created;

e In order to discuss the problems of Sc and Sts, their inclusion and implementation of
schemes meant for them a separate gram sabha may be convened every year;

e For increasing the quantity and quality of education and health care to Sc and Sts
members, a greater number of personnel to work as teachers and local health workers
from among these communities ahould be appointed;

e Strengthening awareness programmes about schemes, rights and entitlements so that
dalits become aware about them and access the benefits due to them; and

e The socio-economic institutions like SHGs and such other institutions, exclusively of
dalits, need to be promoted for their economic and political empowerment.

Concluding Remarks

The district has a large contribution of SC and ST population that constitutes about 40 per cent
of the total population of the district. The district shares 5.52 per cent of state’s SC and ST
population. During 2001-2011, the combined population of SC and ST increased by 23.8 per
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cent against 15.1per cent increase in general population.Devadurga and Lingsugur taluks share
45 per cent of SC/ST population in the district. Devadurga, Lingsugur and Manvi taluks record
higher growth is SC/ ST population. The higher growth of SC and ST population suggests that
access to contraceptives might be limited. Sex ratio among SC/STs is favorable and higher than
that for the general population and that among STs is above 1000. Since STs are a sizable
portion of district’s population, favorableness of sex ratio among them has also affected the
overall sex ratio. Very less proportion of SC/ST population (i.e.16 per cent) is urbanized and
most of the SC/ST population lives in rural areas. There is also not much diversity in caste
composition of these sections. Raichur being an educationally backward, reports still lower
literacy rates among dalits. Literacy among SCs is lower than the general population and
literacy among STs is lower than that among SCs; similarly male literacy rates are higher than
female literacy rates. The most critical gap is for females, especially in rural areas. The gaps
are declining but still high. Thus, being an ST woman in rural Raichur district makes her
completely deprived of education. Within SC/ST population, gender gaps are very wide but
have declined during the last ten years.This recognition of differences among social groups in
achieving various dimensions of HD, is severely hampered by landlessness, poor housing, poor
sanitation, poor drinking water facilities, poor asset holding capacities, etc. shows that the
SC/STs are not equal participants in the development process. Hence, there is a need to enhance
the social capability of SCs and STs by improving their literacy; effective implementation of
the programmes meant for them; induction of dalits in education and health cadres for extension
and strengthening of these services to those communities
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