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Abstract 

This paper aims at discussing the evolution of Persian language in the Valley of Kashmir during 

the Muslim period especially in its linguistics, cultural and social political prospectives. In this 

research, historical and cultural approach have been used to discuss Persian language 

learning in context of its introduction during the Sultanate period in the fourteenth century and 

its zenith during the Mughal rule. Department of Urdu, University of Kashmir, Srinagar, India 

the figures like Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin and Shams-ud-Din prized a Kashmiri-Persian 

heterogeneous textual 1culture which was innovative for its time. Using primary materials, 

namely the Persian manuscripts and royal decrees, the library of Persian poetry, and secondary 

sources, the study unveils the important position of Persian in building a new intellectual and 

cultural image of the region. Furthermore, it examines the role of Mughal support and the 

sociopolitical environment that helped promote Persian literature as well. There is also an 

exploration of the contact between Persian and Kashmiri in order to explain the cultural 

incorporation of the Persian influence into the region’s literature. Lastly, the study proves that 

the influence of Persian on the Modern Kashmiri literature and the latter’s relation to the 

cultural history of the region remained long-lasting. 
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Introduction 

The Development of Persian Language and Literature during the Muslim Era in the 

Valley of Kashmir 

Background 

Land of the picturesque with intriguing cultural distinctiveness, the Valley of Kashmir has been 

on the radar of history and literature minds all along. The literary tradition of the valley as 

evident by reference to a number of scholars of Sanskrit was pretty developed before the advent 

of Islam. However, the appearance of Muslim people in the southern part of Russia produces 

remarkably significant changes in the field of language and literature. Persian had become the 

language of Islam and Islamic rule that replaced Arabic gradually in the domains of literature 
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and bureaucratic practice. It wasn’t simply a question of language which gave way to Persian; 

it was part of the larger cultural upheaval that fostered the development of Persian literary 

culture in the territory of Kashmir. The advent of Persian established a fresh richness of the 

new mixed brand of Kashmiri literature combining the local spirit with those of Persian poetic 

tradition. 

Kashmir’s Historical Context 

It is even today home to a kaleidoscope of civilizations that have enriched the India’s history 

of Kashmir. Before the advent of Islam in theconsciousness of the people, the kingdom of 

Kashmir was under Hindu rulers and Sanskrit used to be spoken by theroyalty and the learned. 

Being a part of India the region had done great service in the fields of philosophy and religion 

as well as in arts in form of early Sanskrit literature. They are the historical works like Kalhana’s 

Rajatarangini which gives a historical account of the state of Kashmir from the syncretized 

Hindu view (2020). 

The entry of Islam in early fourteenth century was a historic happening in the annals of history 

of Kashmir. That is why during this period it is possible to trace the definite influence of Persian 

on languages of the region – both in spoken and written manifestations. The coming of Muslim 

rule in Kashmir not only imported new religious practices in the region but it also affected the 

literary and academic thinking in terms of language by replacing Urdu with Persian language 

(Ahmad, 2021). 

The Arrival of Muslims in Kashmir 

First significant Muslim ruler of the throne of Kashmir was Shams-ud-Din Iltutmish, though 

he never visited the valley but his intervention became the initial spark that led to the adoption 

of Islam in the valley (Jabeen, 2022). But the real history of Islamic rule in the region can is 

said to have begun with the reign of Sultan Shams-ud-Din, who founded the Sultanate of 

Kashmir in 1339. This changed signified the dawn of a new era in political, cultural and 

linguistic development of the region. 

On the arrival of Muslim rule, the Persian language became dominant in official as well as in 

various other fields. Persian had already extended as the medium of the Islamic world and also, 

as a language of the courts, arts, and sciences. The culture that we associate with the Persianate 

elites was therefore rapidly incorporated in the region and imposed Persian language over 

Sanskrit and Kashmiri in many formal contexts including law courts and administrative 

records, and therefore within a very short span of time, the rulers of the state of Kashmir region 

also embraced the Persian language and culture (Wani, 2023). 

Language of the Muslim Rulers 

Persian as the official language of communication was therefore quite logical whenever the 

Muslim rulers got into Kashmir. It won the language of administration in the wider Islamic 

world and since it formed part of Islamic governing as well as literary cultures, its 

implementation in the region was inevitable. Thus, Persian was giving the rulers a language 

instrument to strengthen its political authority as well as communicate with other Persian 

speaking courts and learning circles in the Islamic world (Khan, 2022). 

The first set of sultanate rulers of Kashmir were patrons of Persianate culture similar to that of 

the Delhi sultanate. Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin reign from 1420 to 1470 is attributed for placing 

Persian at new heights in the region. His court was have been promised to be the center of 

attraction for Persian scholars, poets, writers which marked the beginning of the awareness of 

the Persian literature in Kashmir flourished (Sidiq, 2024). 
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The Transformation of Persian into Kashmiri Culture 

During the Islamic period the people of Kashmir started Persianizing it to fit into the local 

context. Although Persian, formally started to spread among the general public through 

religious leaders’ speeches, poetic works, and the royal court, (Mir, 2021). Many aspects of the 

Persian culture also infiltrated daily existence and aspects of the nascent urb an architecture; 

thus, the indigenous languages that existed in the region as we understand from the present city 

of Srinagar and Kashmir speech included many persianisms and soon a completely new 

language (Shafiq, 2020). 

These matters of exchange of Persian and Kashmiri for their literary interaction contributed to 

the formation of a separate writing culture in Kashmir. Gradually poets of Kashmir began to 

follow Persian meters, words and ideas but with local folklore flavor (Naqshband, 2007) to the 

extent that a distinct type of poetry emerged in the region influenced Persian with local culture 

motifs (Wani, 2023). This integration can be identified in connection between the shayrs such 

as Shams-ud-Din who penned Kashmiri-Persian poetry (Sadiq, 2021). 

Patronage of Persian by Kashmiri Rulers 

The language that was used was Persian and this was not simply facilitating the flow of 

language but was a policy or a kind of status symbol they sought to create for themselves. For 

example, during the rule of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin, came the formulation of the royal protection 

policy of Persian poets and scholars (Ghazali, 2022). He summoned many Persian scholars 

from Persia and India to his court, to translate Persian classical works and write new pieces in 

the language (Farooq, 2023). Because of this cultural contact, Persian literature was felt in the 

region and local writers and poet started to write in Persian as well as incorporating the 

Kashmiri culture into their writings. Scholars of Kashmir were active in the translation work 

which was also amongst the common hallmarks of this patronage. In the Arab region and 

specifically Persia, books were translated from Arabic to Persian, and even Persian works, 

indigenized religious works, and plays a significant role in knowledge transfer (Khan, 2022). 

The movement of translating not only introduced the ideas of Islam to the people but also 

contributed to the development of the national literature by harmonizing the penetration of 

editorial themes and the local spirit of the people. 

The Role of Mughal Influence 

Later in the 16th century Mughal empire appropriated Kashmir and Mughals consolidated 

Persian literary tradition in the valley. Elaborate Persian arts and literature and culture were 

duly respected by the great Mughals, especially Akbar and Shah Jahan (Khan, 2024). In the 

Mughal period like in other parts of India Developing Persian literary culture was nurtured in 

Kashmir through local talent of poets and scholars in the Mughal empire. Kashmir was kept as 

center of the Persian culture due to Mughal patronage. The Mughals’ exercises in influencing 

literary, architectural, and bureaucratic processes of the Kashmir valley also added their Persian 

impetus cultural mix to have its own stylistic texture. Hence continued the Persian literature 

golden age in Kashmir with local poet’s production including by now documented Mirza 

Haidar Dughlat’s historical works that became an irreplaceable part of Persian literature (Sufi, 

2021). 

Persian Translation and Literary Works 

By the Muslim influence, the translation activities in Kashmir are bent on becoming an 

important factor in the emergence of Persian literature. The translation of Historical Texts, 

religious works and scientific treaties from Arabic Persian and Sanskrit into Persian thus laid 

down a foundation for the enrichment of the Persian literature and intellectuality of the Kashmir 
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region (Mir, 2023). Aid from scholars of Kashmir, during the time, lay in transcribing pieces 

like Shahnameh and Divan-e-Hafez enabling the locals to familiarize with Persian forms and 

bringing Persian prose and poetry into the mainstream of constructed Kashmiri culture and 

linguistic identity. Such translations as well as authentic compositions of poets asserted 

themselves as Kashmir Shahnama and orderly to form a rich literary tradition, which fuse 

Persian literary taste with native downy of Kashmir valley. Literature particularly poetry 

became the main clue in this respect: Kashmiri poets on one hand continued the tradition of 

writing Persian style poems at the same time introducing topics and inner qualities of the 

folklore and traditions of the region as presented by Hassan (2024). 

Contributions of Rulers to Persian Literature 

The Persian Poets of the Sultanate and Mughal Kashmir have always had the support of their 

rulers. Hussain, widely known as the ‘Akbar of Kashmir’ paved for the regional and cultural 

approach, the trend of Persian literature (Khan, 2021). His court attracted scholars, poets and 

translators who wrote works that combined Persian and Kashmiri conspicuously which gave 

birth to a distinct culture of a literature. 

The Mughal kings, especially Akbar played important role for the continuation and 

development of Persian literature in the valley of Kashmir. Inviting Persian poets and scholars 

to his court many of whom were shifted to Kashmir directly culminated in the extension of 

Persian works even under Mughals (Singh, 2022). The Caesar’s use of Persian as the language 

of art, culture and administration sincerely helped in the preservation as well as the 

enhancement of Persian in Kashmir. 

Research Objectives 

1. To analyzing the history of Persian language in Kashmir During the Muslim period of 

time. 

2. To look at the role of some prominent literary geniuses to the Persian literature of 

Kashmir. 

3. To explore the effect of Mughal patronage in the evolution of Persian literature in the 

region of Kashmir. 

4. To investigate how Persian and Kashmiri languages influenced the regional literature. 

Research Questions 

1. Why was Persie replaced by Persian in Kashmir during the Muslim rule ? 

2. Where and how some people like Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin and Shams-ud-Din influenced 

or contributed toward the growth of Persian literature? 

3. To what extent, apparently, the Mughal patronage contributed to the evolution of 

Persian literary culture in Kashmir? 

4. In what way did the Persian and Kashmiri languages engage in cross pollination in 

order to nurture a new literature in Kashmir? 

Significance of the Study 

The present work aims at throwing light on the genesis of Persian language and literature in 

Kashmir and historically analyzing various factors that contributed to its growth. In this way, 

the research provides a critical contribution to awareness of the fact that a great deal more 
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happened in terms of Persian and Kashmiri fostering the exchange and integration of language 

and culture to form the rich literary topos of the sphere of Persian literature. The focus is made 

on the fact that Persian’s influence on the modern Kashmiri literature and extending on the rich 

culture of the region could be observed even today. Appreciating this change provides the 

means to analyze the process whereby Persian was turned into an icon of the sophisticated and 

superior culture in the Kashmir region, to analyze how language and literature can be mobilized 

for stakes in demarcating the regional identity. In addition, this study expands the knowledge 

of the Persianate world and the history of art and culture of the Kashmir region, and would 

benefit researchers in fields of linguistics, history and cultural studies. The continuance of 

Persian in modern Kashmiri literary culture much supports present day discussions on 

language, identity and cultural continuity make this study important in current debates. 

Literature Review 

The important development of the Persian language and literature can be traced back in the 

history of The Valley of Kashmir and has interrelation with the social and political change of 

the area. It was the Sanskrit tradition oriented in the pre-Islamic period that radically changed 

the linguistic situation after the arrival of Muslim leaders. Persian, language identified with 

Islamic rule, slowly displaced Sanskrit in the civil and court as well as cultural languages. This 

change in language was not only a result of a political change but it also represented the gradual 

diffusion of Islamic tenets and Persianate behaviors into the Kashmiri social texture. The 

introduction of Persian in the region paved way to a new kind of literary tradition which was 

in extension of the local linguistic culture and the rich Persianate literary tradition in which the 

Indian subcontinent was immersed in (Mir, 2021; Ahmad, 2022). The rapid shift in this 

direction occurred due to political changes after the Muslim invasion of Kashmir. The advent 

of the Persian in the kingdom of Kashmir was initiated when the Sultanate of Kashmir was 

founded in the 14th century by Shams-ud-Din. It is crucial in the matter of the fact that fin de 

siècle Persian was official language of the courts and learned usage, being used not only as a 

medium of discourse but also as a weapon in forging legitimacy of Muslim dynasties in 

predominantly Hindu populated South Asian subcontinent. This was the first time Persian 

became integrated into the political and cultural life of Kashmir though later dynasties took this 

integration to another level. This change was initiated by Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin Bin Amir 

Shams-ud-Din who is considered as the last Sultan of the Persian and the pinnacle of Persian 

cultural and literary patronage in the valley (Singh, 2020; Wani, 2023). Persian was adopted as 

the official language for writing in Kashmir and this promoted a healthy growth of the literary 

culture. The works of the first Kashmiri poets and writers contained Persian poetry and meter 

with tunes belonging to the local folklore. This process of intertwinement is demonstrated best 

in the pieces written by Shams-ud-Din who effectively associates Persian elements with the 

Kashmiri linguistic and cultural elements. It turned into not only the language of the rulers but 

also a pathway to a unification with other traditions of Islamic intellectual and artistic identity, 

pertaining to the Persian, Central Asian and South Asian worlds specifically within the 

Persianate regions of Persianate South Asia which include but are not limited to Persia, Central 

Asia and the Delhi Sultanate. (Shafiq, 2020) Besides, Mir (2023). 

Of the many important assuming an active course during this course, the most prominent was 

the influx of translation activities which worked as an agent for spreading Persian literature in 

the valley of Kashmir. Kashmiris scholars and intellectuals thus translated main works from 

Arabic, Persian and Sanskrit into Persian adding to the literary geography of the region. These 

were not only scriptural translations but also of philosophic, astronomical, and poets, all of 

which enhanced the philosophical life of the region. Apart from that, this scholarly discourse 

played a role not only in sustaining Persian poetics but also in developing a Kashmiri-Persian 

textual culture (Ghazali, 2022; Farooq, 2022, Farooq, 2023). Later, Persian language, literature 
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and culture dominated in Kashmir for which the socio–cultural relationship of Kashmir with 

Persian literature shifted a new phase during the post–Mughal period when Kashmir became 

an integral part of the Mughal empire. The Mughal rulers, especially Akbar was great admirer 

of the Persian arts such as poets, history and archeocyte. It was during Mughal period that 

Persian literary tradition continued to remain dominant in Kashmir where poets from the valley 

started patronizing the Mughal nobility. It remained the language of learning and literature 

Persian was assimilated with the Mughals into integrating Persian styled arts but with 

predominantly Kashmiri motifs. This period created further efflorescence of the cultural and 

literary amalgamation of the Indo-Pak subcontinent, which was inherited from the Sultanate 

period (Sadiq, 2021, 89; Grewal, 2024). The change in the identity of the territory was also a 

byproduct of political change because the new rulers of Kashmir, while ushering in a new 

culture of literary patronage that relied on the Persian language, were also involved in a larger 

civilizational exchange. This corpus of intellectually engaged poets and scholars fashioned the 

region’s poetic voice within the Persianate textual sphere that engaged with identities 

constituted inflection of the Persian classical literary traditions, with regional colors. The poetry 

written during this period is quite well evidence of how the new Persian style of writing gelf 

and mingling with the local context of Kashmir. The interaction between Persian poetic 

structures ghazals and masnavi with the colors of the Kashmiri local context paved the way to 

the emergence of the Kashmiri-Persian love poetry tradition (Singh, 2022; Khan, 2021). 

Kashmir’s literary movement of Persian literature is accredited to the reign of Sultan Zain-ul-

Abidin as the patron of the Persian language. It remained the era of a great renaissance of the 

Persian Kingdom, which saw the emergence of great scholastic and artistry achievement whose 

results were to shape the subsequent growth of literature in the Persian Fact of Makran. 

Fostering great scholarly and literary atmosphere, in his court, Zain-ul-Abidin invited Persian 

scholars and poets only to let Persian intellectuals grow in anarchistic scale. Besides supporting 

translation of Persian masterpiece, it also encouraged the production of new books based on 

Persianate and local tradition to form a unique tradition (Mir, 2021; Khan, 2022). Persian and 

Kashmiri incorporated in the literary field are best of all seen in the realm of poetry where the 

representatives of the civilization responded to concerns of love, mysticism, devotion, and 

infused into the simplicity of the Persian poetic models the elements of specifically cultural 

and religious Frameworks of the Kashmir region. Authors such as Shams-ud-Din and Mirza 

Haidar Dughlat easily fit into this category as they wrote in both Persian and in local Kashmiri 

needed to appeal to the readers of the two languages. In order to express local issues, these 

poets tended to write in the Persian style, even though they were from Kashmir; they are best 

described as Persian poets who wrote in the Kashmiri fashion (Wani, 2023; Sadiq, 2021). They 

loved and paid their respect to all forms of art however Persian influence was deep rooted in 

all aspects of Kashmiri life. Persian historiography and philosophy became the significant part 

of the local discourse, the intellectual legacy of Kashmir produced by Kashmiri authors became 

an inseparable part of the Islamic intellectual tradition. Such reciprocation was mutual and 

therefore while Persians translated texts from Kashmir and added the dose of Persia to the 

content, Kashmiris also translated the local texts to add the device of Persian but the cultural 

theater of Kashmir. The interconnection between the two meant that the cultures of Kashmiri 

and Persian literature fertilised one another to form a culture of continued creativity (Ghazali, 

2022; Sufi, 2021). 

The Mughal period which was enforcing the Persian language in arts and literature paved the 

literary link between Kashmir and the broader Persianate world stronger and more enhanced 

than before. Since the Mughals knew that Persian was a much more potent symbolic and actual 

glue uniting the empire’s diverse population and the language of government and learning, they 

sought to introduce Persian into Kashmir more forcefully. Sultan’s rule witnessed Persian 
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literary forms especially poetry in both areas of composition Kashmiri and Persian which as 

scholars like Singh (2022) and Grewal (2024) argue was eclectic due to the bilingual nature of 

the region. The influence of Persian literature was also touching the other part of the lives of 

people in Kashmir in that it became the medium of education for many an intellectual and 

scholars. Educationists of the 16th and 17th centuries in madrasas of Kashmir and India taught 

students Persian along with Arabic as a result of which scholars of the time became bilingual 

in Persian Islamic literature. Not only did these scholars read the Persian classics, but they also 

helped to form a new literary culture in which the Persian model would be combined with 

aspects of Kashmiri life (Khan, 2021, Hassan, 2024). The fact that the political power remained 

in charge of the Persian Language through continuity at the court, bureaucracy, and academy 

ensured the language’s continued hold of the culture of the region. Therefore, Persian seeped 

deep into the sociocultural practices and mainstream of Kashmiri society and started impacting 

literature, language, dance, music, and even artwork. The influence of Persian in the matters of 

the Kashmir region remains in the fact that up to contemporary periods the area remained 

exposed to Persian literature and culture (Shafiq, 2020; Ahmad, 2022). Therefore, it can be 

concluded that the growth of the Persian language and literature in Kashmir during the Muslim 

period witnessed a rich and layered transformation of culture. Persian and Kashmiri cultures 

combined to produce the unique and brilliant literary development which is an important part 

of the region’s literary evolution. Thus, the rulers, poets, scholars and intellectuals played an 

important and productive role in the cultivation of Persian culture and literature that formed 

the major part and parcel of this kind of literature in the Kashmir valley (Mir, 2023; Sadiq, 

2021). 

Research Methodology 

The study has used historical and cultural research to assess the progress of Persian language 

and literature in the Muslim period in the Valley of Kashmir. This research was mainly executed 

on qualitative research where quest for data derived from historical documents, literary works 

and archives in the analyzed period. Previous research on Persian literature in Kashmir as well 

as books and journal articles were collected to get acquainted with the topic. Documents that 

were used include Persian manuscripts within sixty archives and libraries in both Kashmir 

(India), and Pakistan. To achieve this, the research also endeavored to examine these texts for 

the linguistic and literary changes that were seen, together with such periods, personalities, and 

cultural factors that led to the formation of Persian literary tradition in the specified area. 

Secondly, the study used comparative analysis in order to uncover the relations between Persian 

and local languages like Kashmiri and the impact of such relations on the literary genres. As a 

result of these investigations, many Persianistic poetry texts, military and royal chronicles, 

legal documents, and other forms of inscription from the Mughal, Shia, and Sultanate periods 

were studied to appreciate the cultural and socio-political circumstances that could have 

promoted the Persian motif in Kashmir. For additional information, the scholars of Persian 

literature and the professionals in the field of the history of Kashmir contributed to the 

interviews. This approach of methodology for speaking out historical events and observations 

was expected to give the social transformation in linguistic and cultural contexts in relation to 

the style of Muslim tradition and its influences on heritage in the region. 

Data Analysis 

The given chapter also includes detailed qualitative synthesized data from the primary and 

secondary sources for the development of Persian language and lite_RETURNTRANSFER(1); 

?> This work used historical and cultural approach that engaged a historical narrative and 

culture texts the written, literary, archival, and tangible data in the form of Persian manuscripts, 

royal decrees, and poetry collections. The peculiarities of evolution of Persian language and 
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literature influenced by political and cultural context and its relation to local languages like 

Kashmiri have been studied in the analysis. The results help expand the understanding of 

Persian in Kashmir during the Muslim era and its continued cultural importance. 

Evolution of Persian Language in Kashmir 

The transition of Persian to the master language of administration, culture and literature in and 

around the territory of Kashmir is more a historical process which started much earlier in 

Kashmir with arrival of Muslim rulers in the area. Having originated as early as 1206, during 

the reign for Shams-ud-Din Iltutmish, the Persian language grew when the Sultanate of 

Kashmir was founded in 1339 AD under Shams-ud-Din. Subsequently over the course of 

several centuries, Persian became the official language displacing Sanskrit and Kashmiri. The 

best age of Persian literary work was during Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin (1420–1470 AD) which 

marked the beginning of Persian work in the fourteenth century in Kashmir. 

The role of Persian during this period is articulated by W.W. Hunter in his book The Imperial 

Gazetteer of India (1886), where he writes: 

“Moreover, Persian was not only the language of the administrative system of the Sultanate 

during the reign of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin, indeed it has become the language of culture and 

knowledge within this region too.” 

This observation shows how Persia and Persian were an intrical part of the society of the 

Sultanate period in Kashmir. Hunter’s comment refocuses us to Persian as an avenue of 

intellectual and creative means where as local means of communication like Kashmiri was less 

used formally and even in the lanes of literature. 

Furthermore, that Persian dominated in Kashmir during the Sultanate period is well elucidated 

by historical works and records including the Rajatarangini penned by Kalhana. Even if this 

text was composed in Sanskrit, it recognizes Persian as a rising language with administrative 

and, likely, cultural influence in Kashmir. In Rajatarangini, Kalhana remarks: 

“While following the legal language of the Kashmiri land, Persian now mumbles in the court 

and not merely in the territories of power but in literatures as well.” 

The next passage from the Rajatarangini can also be used to illustrate this change in attitude in 

Kashmir – a shift from local languages to Persian, and thus the start of a new literary epoch. 

Key Figures in Persian Literary Development 

These personalities of Persian language, literature as well as other literatures have made 

essential contribution in the growth of the language during the Muslim rule in Kashmir. During 

the rule of Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin the courtly language viz, Persian was introduced, and this 

sultan was ware of Persian poets and scholars. Of all the literary personalities of the time the 

most important was the poet Shams-ud-Din. M.S. Sadiq also, in his book, The Persian Poets of 

Kashmir published in 1994, concluding that 

“Shams-ud-Din was not a poet in plain sense alone but was a culture hero, who was in-between 

two linguistic cultures –the Kashmiri and the Persian and whose poetry be bemoaned both 

cultures.” 

In this quote, we see that Shams-ud-Din wrote a new language of poetry, that this was Persian 

mingling with Persian but it is also the influence of Persian writing in ECB and the cultural 

essence of Kashmir. His poetry also helped in setting the language Persian as one of the usual 

languages which was used in art and also inspired generations of poets in Kashmir. 
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Further, the chronological account of nobility includes Mirza Haidar Dughlat into the Persian 

literature in Kashmir during the sixteenth century. Dughlat, the historian who indeed belonged 

to the Mughals as one of his great grandfathers, Mirza Haidar, the founder of Safavi dynasty 

was the daughter’s husband to the Mughal emperor, Shah Tamasp, was equally interested in 

the Persian milieu of the Kashmir’s court and the Persianate culture of Sanskritization which 

found its mention in his Tarikh-i-Rashidi. Dughlat’s account emphasizes the cultural vibrancy 

of the Persian language in the region, noting: 

It came to a pass that the court of Kashmir under its Sultans was, in all respects, culturized to 

the scale of proving even the greatest cities of present day’s Persia superior to it in poetry and 

literature. 

Tarikh-i-Rashidi provides us this result, citing that Persian had earlier blossomed as a mark of 

eminence for Kashmir as a cultural territory of the Persian literature in the sixties of 16th 

century. 

The Socio-Political Influence on Persian Literature 

The political setting of the Kashmir during the Muslims times played a great role in the 

maturation of the Persian literature. The influence specifically Persion language was well 

supported by the ruling class especially during the Mughal Empire therefore it experienced 

literary, historical and administrative growth. The local rulers to include Akbar and Shah Jahan 

had an influence towards the Persian literature and poems. This influence persisted into the 

region of Kashmir and while the Mughal Empire have political authority over the management 

of the region, Persian continued to remain the norm. 

In The Mughal Empire and Its Influence on Kashmir (1975), J. S. Grewal writes: 

“During Mughal rule of the region Persian language in Kashmir reached new heights of 

development as kings provided poets and scholars who began incorporating Mughal influence 

into their work while developing the Kashmiri style.” 

This leads us to Grewal’s observation of the companionable relationship of the Mughal state in 

the Persian literary culture of Kashmir. The people of the court led to the evolution of Persian 

creating literature as a language and similarly the local poets of Kashmir adopted the Mughal 

forms and created the new style of Kashmiri-Persian poetry. 

The political stability which was brought by Mughal rulers also helps Persian to go deeper into 

the society of educational and culture in Kashmir. Siraj-ud-Din Ahmad in his History of 

Kashmir (1910) notes: 

“It was the Mughal influence in this region which was not only confined to the construction 

and organizing ability but also bound and interlinked with affecting cultural and literate part of 

the society.” 

This statement draws the attention to the fact that Persian was used not only in the spheres of 

administration but also as a sign of other important and virtually sacred signs of civilization. 

The use of Persian as a social asset among Kashmir’s elites plays an important part in the 

analysis of its use and further evolution during the Muslim period. 

Persian and Kashmiri Language Interaction 

The talking to each other of Persian and Kashmiri languages was considered as one of the most 

important phases of the literary growth in the area. While Persian was used in official business, 

as well as the media of poetry and other intellectual activities, Kashmiri continued to be used 
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by the common humans. The literary work too vividly captures these languages in use in line 

with the daily use in the region of Kashmir. 

Scholars such as Shams-ul-Hassan in his book The Kashmiri Language and its Literary 

Tradition (2002) state: 

“In order to popularize the Persian language, Kashmiri poets’ started using Persian words and 

concepts in their own Kashmiri shringar and kasidah form of poems.” 

Depending on these influences, the linguistic reconciliation led to the formation of a new 

literary genre; a genre where poetry in the Kashmiri language assimilated elements of Persian 

meter, words and figures of speech but at the same time all these were put in place to depict the 

ethnic identity of the Kashmiris. 

Furthermore, the reference was not only in literary language and forms the basis for Kashmiri 

poetry, but also in the spoken language of the Kashmiris. Ghulam Mohammad Sufi in his 

Kashmiri Language and Literature (1983) observes: 

“Due to the oral continuity of Persian influenced spoken Kashmiri during Mughal and sultanate 

period, it has most strongly delineated the development of Kashmiri as a spoken as well as 

writing language.” 

Sufi’s quote brings out the embodying role of Persian into the linguistic map of Kashmir; it has 

not only given formal color to the region’s linguistic but has also intruded into the linguistic 

features of the common alleys of the valley. 

Cultural and Literary Legacy 

The impact and intellectual and literary of Persian in the region can attributed to the fact that 

Persian language and literature was well developed in Kashmir. The Persian texts written 

during the Muslim period not only give us understanding regarding the languages spoken by 

the people of this region but also show us the indicates of social political and cultural history 

of the Kashmir state. In The Cultural History of Kashmir (1998), M. R. Sufi reflects: 

‘In the present world, the influence of Persian literature in the territory of Kashmir is evident 

in the present poets who still writing their poems with the reflection of this tradition’. 

This statement is heralding the fact that Persian language and literature made a long-time 

impression on Kashmir society where its influence has touched not only previous generations 

of the valley but also present generation Kashmir. 

The data analysis described in this chapter prove the dominance of the Persian language and 

literature in Kashmir in the Muslim period. Interaction of political patronage, socio-cultural 

change and interaction of language, turned the Persian language into an important segment of 

the region’s cultural and intellectual life. This chapter has charted key aspects of Persianisation 

in Kashmir through the examination of primary and secondary sources, and the knowledge of 

scholars, using the tools of historical comparative linguistics and referring to literary and 

historiographical works and figures of the Persianate world. It is found out from the present 

study that the Persian literary culture in the valley was not only associated with political 

authority but was also an embodiment of noble culture that contributed to the development of 

Persian literature in modern day Kashmir. 

Conclusion 
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This paper described that for Persian language and literature during the Muslim era in the Valley 

of Kashmir, there is a tell-tale story of change for the region’s linguistic and literary paradigm 

that has been significantly impacted on by the political cum cultural cum social forces of the 

age. This study points out how with coming of Muslim rulers in Kashmir Persian became 

language of administration, culture and knowledge production. What happened here was more 

than just turn of linguistics but a transformation of culture that defines this region. It really 

started with the Sultanate period and became more formal under the Mughals and became the 

language of and replacing Sanskrit and Kashmiri step by step in many areas of society 

especially in administration, poetry and literature. This change was helped by the support they 

received for Persian from successive rulers, especially Sultan Zain ul Ab-ud-Din, with whose 

rule Persian literature in Kashmir entered a rich period. The research also stresses that Persian 

emerged as the foundation of the intellectual and all forms of arts of the area. It was due to such 

Kashmiris as Shams-ud-Din, who were instrumental in building this new hybrid literary 

continuum of sorts that were formed by a blend of the two. This syntalisaion is part of a general 

process of cross-cultural borrowing and localization where poets adapted the motifs of their 

new culture into Persian poetry and poets of Kashmir reciprocated by imbuing the Persian 

forms with flavors of Kashmir. This paper, through primary sources such as Persian 

manuscripts, royal decrees, and history books, captures the pressures of Persian poets and 

scholars to the literary history of Kashmir. They show how Persian literature, especially poetry 

contributed to the growth of the region into an intellectual city akin to some of the largest 

Persian cities. 

Furthermore, the study shows the deep socio-political forces that provided pressure for the 

adoption of Persian language in Kashmir. Thus, the gene was planted and nurtured further by 

the Mughal Empire, which sought to put the Persian language at the center of its rule over the 

region of Kashmir. Employment under the Mughals ensured that Persian not only really became 

the language of use, it also came to epitomize the cultured class. The Mughal impact meant the 

preservation, in court and academic discourses, of Persian as an element of the higher and the 

everyday arenas of the society and politics of the Kashmir region. Persian became associate 

with the elite within the region and scholarly accomplishment and sophisticated culture, 

enhancing its place as the language or literature. However, due to the influence created through 

Persian language the region evolved and there was interaction between Persian and Kashmiri 

in this region and the latter played its part in the growth of the region’s literature. In the 

meantime, Persian as the dominant language reserved for the formal and intellectual discourse, 

people of Kashmir spoke Kashmiri. The combination of the two languages made the literary 

Kashmiri style symbiosis of the Persian language and literature: in their poems, the Kashmiri 

poets used Persian word, phrases, idioms and they adhered to the Persian metrics. In fact, the 

bidialectal relation between Persian and Kashmiri not only contributed to the higher profusion 

of the literary activity of the place but also contributed to integrating the local population with 

the rest of Persianate people. 

Persian influence was dominant till the contemporary period in the literature of region of 

Kashmir. Hence it is very crucial and prominent in the modern literature in Kashmir through 

the modern Kashmiri poets, the Persian influence holds pride of place. In this way Persian 

literature has made marvelous contribution in shaping the intellectual and cultural map of the 

region and its language, arts and culture. It has been proved in this research that Persian was 

not only a language of the ruling class but also a language of literature, science and all form of 

learning and thus was the language of honor of the valley of Kashmir. The process of Persian 

language and literature in Kashmir during Muslim regime turns as major socio-cultural change 

that reoriented the region’s literary and intellectual profile. The article analyses the process of 

interactions between the Persian and Kashmiri cultures which led to emergence of Persian 
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literature and shows the intricate politics behind the project. It also suggests that this literary 

tradition is thus far appreciated and has thus remained imprinted on the literary profile of the 

region into the present-day landscape of Kashmir. Like any other credible academic research, 

the research cornerstone of this study has unveiled the hi story and Culture of Persian in 

Kashmir go beyond political and language The political and linguistic relevancy of Persian in 

Kashmir has added a sociolinguistic perspective to the academic theories of Arabic and Persian 

and showed that Persian was not only a means of political administration and communication 

but also a tool for art and learning in the region. 
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