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Abstract: 

Social development is an absolute priority for the Algerian state, as reflected in the political 

approach adopted since independence. This approach underscores the social orientation, 

prioritizes equality, and enshrines the principle of social justice among citizens to uphold 

the tenets of a democratic and popular republic. The policy of social support has endured 

through Algeria's various political phases up to the present day. The transition to political 

pluralism, economic liberalization, global openness, and alignment with the new world 

order did not alter the principle of a social state. This persistence remains despite the 

financial strain caused by declining oil prices, which impacted budget allocations for 

vulnerable social groups during certain periods. This research paper is divided into 

theoretical and practical frameworks. It examines the concepts of social development and 

solidarity, along with the mechanisms and tools of their implementation. The study 

highlights the positive effects of social development programs and solidarity activities in 

the city of Biskra, serving as a practical case study. These initiatives demonstrate the 

crucial role of the state’s mechanisms and programs in promoting social development and 

activating civil society. They have significantly contributed to improving the living 

standards of vulnerable groups, fostering solidarity efforts, enhancing the urban 

environment, and addressing various forms of urban underdevelopment. 

Keywords: development, social development, solidarity, social development programs, 

urban underdevelopment.   

Introduction: 

The Algerian state places significant emphasis on improving citizens' living conditions, 

particularly for vulnerable segments of society. Since independence, under the slogan “No 

master in the country but the people,” and recognizing the people's pivotal role in achieving 

independence through revolutionary efforts, political action, and immense sacrifices during 

the liberation struggle against French colonialism, the early leaders and the first 

government of independent Algeria built their strategic policies on approaches to social 

development. This was realized through the revolution of construction and the effectiveness 

of socialism in ensuring equality among citizens. Manifestations of this approach included 

free education, free healthcare, the right to housing, and policies supporting basic food 

commodities. 
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The policy of social support has persisted throughout Algeria's various political 

phases and continues to this day. The shift towards political pluralism, economic 

liberalization, global openness, and alignment with the new world order did not 

compromise the principle of a social state. However, the decline in oil prices during certain 

periods caused financial strains that affected budget allocations for vulnerable groups. 

The concept of the social state is evident in the program of President Abdelmadjid 

Tebboune, who adopted a social approach addressing the needs of vulnerable groups. This 

includes initiatives such as unemployment allowances, increases in solidarity grants, the 

creation of employment opportunities for graduates, and efforts to improve living 

conditions in marginalized areas. These targeted social interventions reflect a clear political 

will to develop a new strategy that reinforces the social orientation of the state (Rahali, 

2013). 

1. The Problem Statement 

The socialist political approach adopted by the Algerian state since independence reflects 

its social orientation, prioritization of equality, and commitment to social justice among its 

citizens to establish the principles of a democratic and popular republic. However, the 

fragile condition of Algerian society, resulting from the oppressive practices and genocide 

under colonial rule, left severe repercussions, including the orphaning of hundreds of 

thousands, displacement of families, and widespread poverty across social strata. 

While there is broad consensus on the rationale behind the state's choice of a social 

support policy, this approach is subject to criticism, particularly regarding its effectiveness 

in achieving social development and guaranteeing citizens' social rights across the country. 

The policy's success in enabling societal advancement and improving living standards is a 

matter of ongoing debate. 

Implementing various developmental programs and projects aimed at social 

promotion requires adopting a feasible and actionable approach. However, this posed 

challenges during Algeria's early post-independence period, given the constraints of 

international agreements, nascent political structures, and the fragility of the newly 

independent state. Nevertheless, the political will to make decisive choices led to the 

adoption of socialist approaches and regional balance policies, grounded in social justice 

principles. This approach laid the foundation for construction and agricultural revolutions, 

as well as ongoing struggles to reclaim sovereignty, including the nationalization of key 

economic institutions such as hydrocarbons. This pivotal decision played a central role in 

supporting the state's social policies (Tijani, 1997, p. 75). 

By the late 1980s, Algeria was deeply affected by the collapse of the socialist bloc 

and the disintegration of the Soviet Union. In response, the country adopted political 

pluralism as its new governance model, coupled with economic reforms that included 

decentralizing management, privatization, and embracing an open-market economy based 

on partnerships and market competitiveness. However, this transition introduced a period 

of instability and uncertainty. 

During this fragile phase, politically extremist groups exploited the situation to gain 

power and seize economic and political advantages. This led to a quasi-civil war, with 

religion being weaponized to oppose the state. The resulting decade of relentless warfare 

against terrorism imposed severe social and economic burdens on the country (Khalfallah, 

2005, p. 132). 

Nevertheless, the post-1999 era, marked by the achievement of national 
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reconciliation and the rebuilding of state institutions, provided a conducive environment 

for economic recovery and enhanced social capacity. Between 1999 and 2013, Algeria 

became a large-scale workshop for development across various fields, laying the 

groundwork for a private economy supported by the state. However, this progress was 

disrupted by political turmoil, including public protests against the presidency that ended a 

20-year era of governance. The political movement culminated in reforms and the 

restructuring of legislative and executive institutions under the banner of "New Algeria." 

This transformation coincided with the global outbreak of the COVID-19 

pandemic, which severely impacted Algeria, as it did other nations. The pandemic's rapid 

transmission and unclear infection patterns prompted the World Health Organization and 

governments to implement emergency measures, such as travel restrictions, social 

distancing, and intensified health monitoring, until a medical solution could be found. 

The city of Biskra, a Saharan urban center, benefited from social development 

programs and solidarity activities like other Algerian regions. However, its unique natural, 

economic, industrial, and agricultural characteristics positioned it as a creative model for 

national and local solidarity. These attributes enhanced the state's ability to confront crises, 

particularly those of a social and health nature, prompting the following research question: 

What are the social impacts of social development programs and solidarity activities 

in the city of Biskra between 2019 and 2024? 

The social impacts of these programs on the urban social reality can be explored 

through the following sub-questions: 

1. Have these programs contributed to improving the living standards of vulnerable 

groups? 

2. Is there positive community participation in solidarity initiatives targeting vulnerable 

groups? 

3. Have these programs succeeded in reducing underdeveloped urban areas? 

2. Hypotheses 

Social development programs and national solidarity activities in the city of Biskra have 

contributed to: 

1. Improving the living standards of vulnerable groups. 

2. Enhancing community participation and volunteerism in urban solidarity initiatives. 

3. Reducing underdeveloped urban areas and improving urban planning and 

infrastructure. 

3. Social Development and National Solidarity Activities 

3.1.  Definition of Social Development 

The term "development" in Arabic originates from the verb “namiya”, meaning to grow, 

increase, or progress in an evolutionary manner. In French, the term “développement” 

derives from the verb “développer.” Development is commonly understood as a deliberate 

and intentional process of change aimed at transitioning from a current state to a more 

desirable one based on specific objectives. According to Atef Ghaith, “Development is a 

scientifically planned movement involving a series of social and economic operations 

carried out within a particular ideology to achieve the desired change, transitioning from 

an undesirable state to a preferable one.” Similarly, Mohamed Shafik defines development 
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as “planned and directed processes in various fields that bring about changes in society to 

improve its conditions and those of its members by addressing societal problems, removing 

obstacles, and optimally utilizing resources and capacities, thereby achieving societal 

progress, growth, welfare, and happiness for individuals” (Shafik, 1999, p. 89). 

In examining various definitions of development, it becomes evident that the 

concept revolves around progress and change, although differences emerge in the methods 

used to achieve development and the plans adopted. These differences are influenced by 

ideological perspectives, geographical contexts, societal characteristics, and strategic 

frameworks unique to specific nations. Development is thus an intentional process 

undertaken by systems and governments at local or national levels to achieve clear growth 

within a defined timeframe, using available resources and strategic planning aligned with 

established objectives (Akou & Ansart, 1999). 

3.2. Elements of Social Development 

Experts and researchers in development strategies emphasize the necessity of incorporating 

key elements to ensure proper development that addresses the goals and needs of society at 

national, regional, or local levels. These elements can be summarized as follows: 

3.2.1. Objectives of Social Development 

The primary objective of social development lies in achieving development that positively 

impacts the sustainable life of the community. It includes several secondary objectives 

represented as follows: 

• Improving the living standards and lifestyles of individuals, families, and communities 

in their urban and rural dynamics. 

• Strengthening the role and status of the family. 

• Combating various social problems resulting from economic conditions, such as 

unemployment, poverty, urban underdevelopment, rural migration, and irregular 

migration. 

• Eliminating all issues hindering the development of the social structure. 

• Social inclusion and involving the community without exclusion in development 

processes, achieving change, combating all forms of backwardness and social 

stagnation, and removing obstacles through rational means (Bahouri, 2024). 

3.3. Tools and Mechanisms of Social Development and National Solidarity 

-Social Activity and National Solidarity: The Algerian state gives significant attention to 

various solidarity activities, considering them essential for establishing the principles of 

mutual support and cooperation among community members, with a focus on vulnerable 

groups to alleviate their suffering and combat poverty. Solidarity is manifested in its 

governmental form through the activities of the Ministry of National Solidarity, Family, 

and Women's Affairs, while the non-governmental form is represented by non-

governmental organizations, such as the Red Crescent and socially oriented associations. 

These organizations rely on the Directorate of Social Development Programs, the 

associative movement, and humanitarian work. The ministry also delegates responsibility 

to a provincial directorate dedicated to social activity and solidarity, which oversees 

fieldwork and neighborhood-based efforts to activate various social and solidarity 

programs and activities (Tawfiq, 2023, p. 320). 

-Social Development Agency: A national public agency operating under the supervision 

of the Ministry of National Solidarity, Family, and Women's Affairs, established under a 
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collective agreement in 1996. It carries out various tasks and programs aimed at improving 

the living standards of vulnerable groups in society. The agency focuses on the following 

programs : 

• Neighborhood Solidarity Cells: Their tasks include conducting social investigations, 

monitoring and supporting individuals and families in vulnerable situations, conducting 

local socio-economic studies, carrying out local anthropological studies, mapping the 

local social landscape, mediating with local bodies, participating in solidarity events 

(often initiating them), and organizing awareness days on various negative behaviors 

and social, health, and psychological issues to reduce them. 

• Community Development Program: This is a plan targeting poverty-stricken areas 

and intervention zones. It involves the programming of local community projects, such 

as providing water, electricity, renovating schools, and improving rural and urban 

development. These projects have a financial envelope of no more than 4,000,000 

DZD, with a 10% contribution from the municipality or the associative movement. 

• Solidarity Grant Program: This program provides monthly financial grants to 

vulnerable groups classified according to specific state criteria. It allocates 7,000 DZD 

per month for individuals with chronic diseases who have no income, housewives who 

are widowed or divorced with no income, elderly individuals with no income, and 

12,000 DZD per month for individuals with disabilities who have no income. 

• Public Works Programs with Intensive Labor Use: These are local projects aimed 

at restoration, cleaning, extracting scorpion venom in collaboration with Pasteur 

Institute, and other public works projects requiring intensive labor. These projects are 

implemented in underdeveloped urban and rural areas, with a financial envelope of no 

more than 2,000,000 DZD. 

3.4. Local Community Mechanisms 

Among the most important mechanisms and tools used by the state in local and social 

development are the Solidarity Fund and the Shadow Areas Programs, which are of great 

importance in improving the collective social environment and enhancing the living 

standards of citizens. In recent years, there has been significant political will for sustainable 

efforts to achieve real social development. 

Shadow Areas Program: The term "Shadow Areas" emerged after a presidential meeting 

with the governors of the country's provinces at the beginning of 2020. President 

Abdelmadjid Tebboune defined these areas as those suffering from various forms of 

backwardness due to isolation, poor planning, and underachievement, which led to 

hardships and obstacles in the lives of citizens. The term was then adopted as an operational 

term, and an emergency plan was developed, which included 13,587 development projects. 

These projects were identified with the participation of local communities and civil society, 

with a financial allocation of 42.188 billion DZD. Rural, desert, and mountainous areas 

benefited from more than 80% of this project, while urban areas, particularly 

underdeveloped and chaotic districts on the outskirts of cities, also received specific 

allocations (Al-Zahra, Development of Shadow Areas in Algeria, 2022, p. 272). 

National Solidarity Fund and Guarantee for Local Communities: This was established 

under the name of the Solidarity and Guarantee Fund for Local Communities in 2014 by 

Decree 14-116 to address financial imbalances and eliminate disparities faced by provinces 

and municipalities, especially the poorer ones. The fund works to implement local 

development priorities based on the needs of the population, offering financial 

contributions to local communities experiencing financial difficulties due to weak tax 

revenues or natural disasters and exceptional circumstances causing deficits. 
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4. Diagnosis of the Situation of Biskra City 

4.1. Biskra City 

 Biskra is a beautiful city with a strategic location, serving as the gateway to the desert due 

to its geographical position as the dividing point between the desert and the Tell region. It 

is also a significant tourist hub, possessing a deep natural and historical heritage, reflected 

in the various civilizations that passed through Algeria. Geographically, it is located in the 

southeast of Algiers, 420 kilometers away, covering an area of 9,925 square kilometers. It 

is positioned between longitude 5° and 6°, and latitude 34° and 35° north. The city is 

bordered by the following municipalities: Branis and Loutaya to the north, Chetma to the 

east, Sidi Okba to the south, El Hadjeb to the west, and Oumache to the south. 

Administratively, Biskra municipality was established by a decision in May 1878, 

in accordance with a decree by the Senate on April 9, 1889. The city was later incorporated 

into the independent Algerian administrative division in 1974, when it became part of the 

Aurès province. Subsequently, it became the main administrative center of Biskra province 

under Law No. 04-84, dated February 4, 1984. 

Biskra is connected by important national roads, increasing its significance as a 

transportation hub: the National Road No. 03, which connects Constantine, Biskra, and El 

Oued; National Road No. 46, which links it to Algiers; and National Road No. 83, which 

extends to Tebessa. Additionally, Biskra is connected by a railway line, making it a pivotal 

point between Hassi Messaoud and Constantine. The city also has one of the oldest airports 

in Algeria, operating both locally and internationally, further enhancing its importance and 

making it a major center, particularly since it is one of the oldest and largest oases in 

Algeria. 

4.2. Analysis of the Socio-Urban Transformation of Biskra City 

-Ottoman Presence in Biskra: The Ottoman mandate in Algeria established military bases 

in the form of fortifications, towers, and tax collection offices. A military tower was built 

as a central point in the city to facilitate population surveillance. The Ottoman rule also 

divided the population into scattered settlements, such as Qadasha, Bab al-Darb, Al-Masjid, 

Ras al-Qarya, and Sidi Barakat. At this time, Biskra covered approximately 531 hectares. 

-French Colonization: The French colonizers initially adopted the same method of 

governance as the Ottomans when they arrived in Biskra in 1848. This approach allowed 

them to control the population smoothly until they established a new expansion plan for the 

city. The French devised a modern chessboard-like layout, separate from the native 

population, allowing the French settlers to lead their own distinct lifestyles. The city was 

thus divided into two parts: the old Arab quarter in the south and the modern French quarter 

in the north, which gradually incorporated several social, administrative, cultural, and 

tourist facilities. 

-Post-Independence Period (1962-1975): This period was marked by stagnation in public 

urban development, with the exception of the construction of 150 social housing units in 

1969. Additionally, some expansion occurred through informal, unplanned construction, 

particularly in areas adjacent to Wadi Zarzour, such as Haret al-Wad, Al-Masjid, and Al-

Masala. The city's expansion was further hindered when it was struck by a severe flood in 

1969, which led to the collapse of many poorly constructed buildings. 

-From 1975 to 1986: After Biskra was elevated to an independent province by Decree 342, 

separating it from the Aurès province, the city benefitted from the establishment of several 
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socio-economic projects. This led to a significant urban expansion, including the creation 

of an industrial zone covering 177 hectares and two urban zones spanning 350 hectares, 

with the capacity to accommodate 1,900 housing units under Real Estate Legislation No. 

31, issued on April 30, 1979. 

-From 1986 to 1996: This was a critical period of political and economic transformation 

in Algeria, marked by a decrease in state support for urban development. During this time, 

individual housing construction programs emerged, in which residents contributed to 

improving individual housing. This led to the establishment of 3,917 plots for individual 

housing, though construction was challenging due to the difficult social conditions 

prevalent during this period. 

-From 1996 to 2011: This period marked a gradual security stabilization and the beginning 

of a new era focused on encouraging increased economic investment. During this time, 

3,241 housing units were allocated, including 1,372 as part of a housing distribution 

program on an expansion area of 55 hectares. Additionally, there was a concerted effort to 

increase public facilities in various sectors, alongside promoting private investment by 

designating areas for equipment and industry. The city also worked on enhancing urban 

expansion planning through the Urban Planning Scheme for the Municipality of Biskra. 

-From 2012 to 2024: The city saw significant urban expansion, benefiting from the 

creation of a new urban area (Osmane Mohamed), which included over 3,000 units under 

the ADL program, 2,500 social housing units, 1,000 partially subsidized housing units, 400 

free-market housing units, and 100 university faculty housing units. The expansion process 

continued with the allocation of housing programs accompanied by significant service 

investments, such as a 240-bed hospital, commercial centers, and educational and training 

facilities. This expansion also reached the Alia area and all four city entrances. Despite the 

political and health instability between 2019 and 2021, when the COVID-19 pandemic 

disrupted the city’s economic and social programs, the government overcame the 

challenges through solidarity and the application of health and security protocols, which 

led to positive outcomes and the restoration of normal life with minimal damage. Following 

this, all social and economic activities resumed, including the implementation of the 

presidential program for the development of "shadow areas" and intensive social support 

programs. These initiatives focused on supporting vulnerable groups, with President 

Abdelmadjid Tebboune prioritizing the realization of these supportive programs, which 

included unemployment benefits, revision of various allowances for the elderly and women 

in difficult situations, wage adjustments, and the promotion of voluntary and solidarity 

work through enhancing the role of civil society (Municipality of Biskra, 2024). 

4.2.1. Population Growth of Biskra: According to the current statistical data from the 

Directorate of Programming and Budget Monitoring, the population of Biskra is estimated 

to be around 262,054, consisting of 131,708 males and 130,346 females, with a growth rate 

of 2.30%. They are distributed over an area of 127.7 km², with a population density of 2,052 

people per km². The population comprises approximately 44,415 households, with an 

average of 9.5 individuals per household. The majority of households are independent from 

extended families (Directorate of Programming and Budget Monitoring, 2024). 

5. Verification of Hypotheses: It is evident from the fieldwork that the results we obtained 

reflect the efforts made within the framework of social development and national solidarity 

activities. We will examine the effectiveness of these efforts in achieving the desired goals 

of improving the social situation in Biskra through the following: 

5.1. Improvement of the Living Standards of Vulnerable Groups: Vulnerable groups in 

Algeria include children, women, the elderly, and people with disabilities, whether 
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individually or within the family context, without income or a legal caregiver to assist them 

in meeting their daily needs and ensuring their social and health care. According to the 

Social Affairs Office of Biskra Municipality, 3,191 cases benefit from various solidarity-

based allowances. However, approximately 70 cases are excluded annually, with their 

applicants or representatives requesting to benefit from these allowances after undergoing 

administrative and social verification. 

Table 01: vulnerable groups benefiting from social development programs  

Vulnera

ble 

Groups 

Elderl

y 

Chroni

c 

Illness

es 

Caretaki

ng 

Families 

Disabled 

Individu

als 

Disabled 

Individu

als Over 

18 

Blind 

Individu

als 

Women 

Head of 

Househo

ld 

Number 885 1334 63 74 214 74 547 

Source: Social Development Agency, Biskra Municipality 

                            
    Diagram 01: A Pie Chart for allocating lump-sum subsidies to various vulnerable 

    social categories. 

Through the lists of beneficiaries of the social development program, we have 3,000 

beneficiaries representing various vulnerable groups based on their vulnerability and need. 

Table 7 illustrates the social cases in difficult situations. Elderly individuals without income 

represent 4.12%, individuals with chronic illnesses such as hypertension and diabetes 

represent 41.03%, families with a disabled member and low income represent 9.94%, 

individuals with various types of disabilities represent 27.22%, blind individuals represent 

2.28%, and women heads of households, whether widowed or divorced without income, 

represent 16.83% of the total beneficiaries. 

These groups benefit based on criteria determined by the degree of vulnerability, 

such as the lack of a stable income with social security guarantees. Disabled individuals 

receive a monthly allowance of 12,000 DZD, while the other groups receive a monthly 

allowance of 7,000 DZD. Additionally, they benefit from health insurance through a "Carte 

Chifa," which allows them to receive medical treatment and purchase medication free of 

charge. This has positively impacted securing and ensuring the minimum conditions for a 

dignified life. In addition to this continuous material assistance, they also receive ongoing 

support from the neighborhood solidarity cell to obtain various forms of aid, such as access 
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to social housing, Ramadan food packages, other living assistance, recreational activities 

for the elderly and orphans, medical and mobility aids for the disabled and elderly, school 

allowances, and schoolbags, among other forms of solidarity support. 

5.2. Grants and Benefits of Social Development Programs for Vulnerable Groups 

(2018 – 2024): 

           
              Diagram 02: Bar chart for annual vulnerable groups from 2018 to 2024 

                    
                                 Diagram 03: A Pie Chart for different vulnerable groups 

The policy of the presidential program focused on enhancing the status of 

vulnerable and impoverished groups by implementing increases in social development 

program subsidies. For example, the monthly allowance for the elderly and widowed or 

divorced housewives was increased from 3,000 DZD to 7,000 DZD, while the disability 

allowance was raised from 4,000 DZD to 12,000 DZD. This measure impacts all Algerians, 

both men and women, who are confirmed to have no income. This initiative has helped 

reduce the needs of this group, which still awaits further measures to improve their social 

standing. 

Based on data from the Social Development Office of the Municipality of Biskra 

over the last five years, the number of beneficiaries fluctuates according to the financial 

allocation designated for the social development program, which is structured based on 

annual projections from the Directorate of Planning and Programming at the Social 

Development Agency. The social solidarity cell is tasked with investigating and verifying 

the vulnerable populations to match the proposed beneficiary lists. It also works to purify 

these lists by removing individuals who are inappropriately benefiting from the program 

due to emerging issues that exclude certain beneficiaries (Social Development Agency of 
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Biskra, 2024). 

5.2. Increasing Community Participation, Volunteering, and Solidarity Activities: 

The establishment of a ministry dedicated to national solidarity has had a positive impact 

on addressing various issues affecting Algerian society, especially during difficult phases 

resulting from natural disasters such as the 2003 Boumerdès earthquake, the floods in Bab 

El-Oued and Ghardaïa, the national crises caused by the escalation of terrorism during the 

1990s to 2000, epidemics, and diseases such as the COVID-19 pandemic that affected 

Algeria as well as the rest of the world, among other hardships and challenges that require 

cooperation and solidarity to confront various risks, as well as to restore life, recover 

quickly, and mitigate negative effects. 

In the city of Biskra, civil society has actively engaged in national solidarity across 

various fields. Different associative movements have contributed to alleviating the 

suffering and damage suffered by individuals and the community in the city. They have 

also participated in national solidarity operations, particularly those focused on areas 

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. These activities were carried out under the 

supervision of the Directorate of Social Affairs and Solidarity. 

5.3. The Solidarity Associative Movement in the City of Biskra: 

In this regard, we note the presence of several associations accredited by the Directorate of 

Social Affairs and National Solidarity in Biskra Province, which voluntarily and non-

profitably assist various vulnerable groups in overcoming the social difficulties they face. 

In this context, an active associative movement is recorded as follows: 

Table 03: The number of accredited associations in the city of Biskra with the Directorate 

of Social Affairs and National Solidarity: 

Classification by Tasks and Objectives Number 

Specialized in Patients and the Disabled 08 

Charitable and Solidarity Associations 21 

Related to Women 03 

Related to Childhood 10 

Related to Cultural Activities and Sports for 

the Disabled 

04 

Related to the Elderly 00 

Related to the Family 01 

Related to the Disabled 08 

5.3. Participating Associations in Solidarity Operations in the City of Biskra 

Following the Spread of the Coronavirus: 

In this regard, we record eight associations, four of which are national: Sawaed Al-

Ihsan, Al-Barakah for Charitable and Humanitarian Work, Al-Islah and Al-Irshad, and 

Kafil Al-Yateem. The other four are local associations: Nas Al-Kheir, Al-Irtibat wa Al-

Takaful Al-Ijtima'i, Yad fi Yad for Community Development, and the Provincial Union of 

the Blind. 

Civil society, through its social-oriented associations concerned with vulnerable 

groups, has played a significant role. Among the 56 associations operating under the 

supervision of the Directorate of Social Activities and Solidarity in Biskra, many contribute 
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significantly to alleviating the suffering and needs of the population and families in difficult 

health and social conditions. These contributions include the provision of in-kind assistance 

such as food aid, especially essential items, bedding and blankets, particularly during the 

winter season, school supplies, children’s clothing during holidays and the school year, 

material and moral support for orphans, solidarity during the breaking of the fast in 

Ramadan, the collection of medical supplies and their distribution to those in need, 

including the elderly, disabled individuals, and cancer patients, as well as other aids such 

as medical transport and home furnishing (Directorate of Social Activities and Solidarity, 

Biskra). 

All of this has fostered social cohesion across various urban areas in Biskra, 

enhancing a high urban image that reflects the levels of solidarity, cooperation, and mutual 

aid within the integrated communal life aligned with the aspirations of social development 

programs. 

6. Reducing Urban Blight and Improving Urban Planning: 

The city of Biskra, represented by the municipality, has benefited from various 

development programs, such as the Collective Development Program, the Public Works 

Program with Intensive Labor Use, the Solidarity Fund Program, and the Shadow Areas 

Program. These programs have targeted various public structures and facilities, including 

the rehabilitation and upgrading of educational institutions and neighborhood health 

centers. Through these programs, urbanly underdeveloped neighborhoods have been 

improved with urban planning, public lighting, electricity and gas supply, and the 

reconstruction and expansion of the sewage network. Residents of the Fliyach 

neighborhood, Bouasid neighborhood, and Sidi Ghazal neighborhood have benefited, 

alleviating the daily struggles of the residents and road users. A notable urban development 

has been achieved, with well-organized street planning and infrastructure improvements, 

making the neighborhoods functional both day and night, with an aesthetic appeal that has 

fostered satisfaction among residents and visitors (Biskra Municipality, 2024). 

Furthermore, the social housing programs and the renovation of dilapidated houses, 

which accounted for over 4,100 housing units in the past five years, have contributed to the 

eradication of all slum areas built with informal housing. This has increased the urban land 

available for the construction of essential public facilities, which positively impacted the 

overall urban system, contributing to the cleanliness and image of the city with a coherent 

urban structure (Housing Department, Biskra District, 2024). 

7. Research Findings: 

Through this academic work in the field of urban sociology, we have managed to clarify 

the ambiguity surrounding social development programs and national solidarity, as well as 

their positive impacts on the population and the urban area of Biskra. We have concluded, 

based on three main themes, the following: 

-Improvement of Living Standards for Vulnerable Groups: 

• Contribution to improving the quality of life for vulnerable groups in various 

underdeveloped areas of Biskra. 

• Enhancement of the health status of vulnerable groups by providing health cards and 

continuous support. 

-Increased Community Participation, Volunteering, and Solidarity Activities: 
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• Increased community activity and collective initiatives in various neighborhoods of the 

city. 

• Greater involvement of associations in promoting traditions of cooperation and social 

solidarity for vulnerable groups. 

• Strengthening the national solidarity capacities through government support for various 

social-oriented associations. 

• Mitigating the risks of epidemics, natural disasters, and accidents, due to the heightened 

awareness and engagement of civil society, as seen in efforts to combat the COVID-19 

pandemic, assist victims of domestic and road accidents, etc. 

-Reduction of Urban Blight and Improvement of Urban Planning: 

• Improvement of collective urban and family life through the provision of all necessary 

public infrastructure networks. 

• Eradication of all forms of urban decay, particularly in relation to dilapidated and 

informal housing. 

• Increase in urban land reserves allocated for public neighborhood facilities. 

• Urban expansion benefiting vulnerable groups through social housing and the 

allocation of land for self-construction with government assistance. 

• Improvement in urban material coherence, through the balanced distribution of public 

facilities, especially educational and healthcare structures. 

Conclusion 

Social development programs and solidarity activities play a crucial role in achieving local 

development and improving social standards, particularly for vulnerable groups and low-

income individuals. Since independence, the state has adopted a social approach, striving 

to meet the basic needs of citizens, with all its social plans grounded in core criteria for 

implementing development projects: education, healthcare, housing, and the provision of 

essential infrastructure. 

This approach reflects sound governance in managing public funds and achieving 

sustainable development that contributes to combating all forms of vulnerability and 

poverty. However, these efforts still lack coordination and strategic planning, as they 

continue to rely on traditional planning methods without providing greater freedom for 

implementing decentralized local initiatives based on well-studied local approaches. 

Today, social engineering is a science in its own right, adopted by developed 

countries in strategic development planning according to available resources, integrating 

technology, and everything that can contribute effectively to urban social development in 

both small and large cities. We observe a high level of control in programming, execution, 

and urban management, particularly in cities with populations exceeding one million, as 

well as precise management of urban facilities. 

This prompts us to reflect on the need to introduce movement in strategic 

construction and support the structures that manage these processes with multidisciplinary 

teams. Furthermore, there is a need to support civil society through organizations and 

associations by providing training in developmental and solidarity-based fields, similar to 

the practices in developed countries. 
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