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Abstract 

This article examines the major events in the life of women in the Old and New Testament 

and the consequences these events had on society. The interest of this investigation revolves 

around the selected biblical women – Eve, Sarah, Hagar, Mary the mother of Jesus, and 

Mary Magdalene with the aim of analyzing their position in the biblical stories and in 

relation to the wider community. The creation and the fall of Eve have influenced the 

perception of gender and human nature both in theology and the society leading to the 

creation of positive and negative stereotyping. Sarah’s faith story gives emphasis on the 

concepts of waiting on God and God’s promises whereas Hagar’s story of banishment and 

protection focuses on aspects of God’s acceptance and provision of care for the outcast. 

Mary, the mother of Jesus, symbolizes purity, obedience and a motherly figure- a model of 

a women in religious practices. 1The roles of women in early Christianity can be considered 

as important as the readers see Mary Magdalene being transformed and becoming the first 

witness of Jesus’ resurrection. These stories brought light to the issues in gender roles; 

faith and survivals that has relevance to both the contemporary society and the early times. 

The article is therefore rallying people to take time and reconsider these stories so as to 

embrace their long-term impact towards changes of societal norms and values in order to 

have a biblical interpretation that reflects on equality. 

Keywords Women's roles in the Bible, Eve's creation and fall, Sarah's faith, Hagar's exile, 

Mary (mother of Jesus), Virgin birth, Mary Magdalene's transformation, gender roles, 

biblical narratives, spiritual lessons, divine intervention, faith and obedience, resilience, 

societal impact, religious influence, theological implications, patriarchy, gender equality, 

maternal roles, women's testimonies. 

Introduction 

The Bible is replete with powerful narratives of women who played pivotal roles in shaping 

religious and societal norms. From Eve, the mother of humanity, to Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, these women have left indelible marks on history and continue to inspire countless 

generations. Their stories not only underscore spiritual and moral lessons but also highlight 
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the evolving perceptions of women's roles in society (Courtis, 2013) (Hills Bible Church) 

(Crossway). 

Understanding the roles and stories of women in the Bible is crucial as it offers insights 

into the cultural and historical contexts that have influenced gender dynamics over 

millennia. These narratives provide a lens through which we can examine the enduring 

legacy of women's contributions to faith, leadership, and perseverance in the face of 

adversity (Borland, 2021) (REACHRIGHT) (The Gospel Coalition). The recognition of 

these contributions is vital in appreciating the profound impact women have had throughout 

biblical history and continue to have in modern society (Cohick, 2009) (bibilium.com). 

Background 

The Bible, a central religious text in Christianity, Judaism, and Islam, has profoundly 

influenced global religious and cultural landscapes for millennia. Its narratives, laws, and 

teachings have shaped moral frameworks, legal systems, and cultural practices around the 

world. The stories of the Bible are not just religious doctrines; they are historical and 

cultural cornerstones that continue to impact societies today (Cohick, 2009, p. 12) 

(bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Key women figures in the Bible, such as Eve, Sarah, Hagar, Mary (the mother of Jesus), 

and Mary Magdalene, are integral to these narratives. Their stories provide deep insights 

into the roles and status of women in ancient societies, reflecting broader themes of faith, 

resilience, and divine interaction. Eve’s narrative in the Garden of Eden, for instance, has 

been foundational in discussions about sin and redemption (Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 

15) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). Sarah’s journey of faith, waiting for the promised 

son Isaac, highlights themes of patience and divine faithfulness (Trible, 1984, p. 35) 

(Crossway) (REACHRIGHT). 

Hagar’s story, marked by exile and survival, emphasizes divine providence and the social 

implications of marginalization. Her experiences resonate with themes of resilience and 

faith under hardship (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 78) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, embodies purity and obedience, significantly influencing Christian 

theology and practices related to veneration and motherhood (Cohick, 2009, p. 112) 

(REACHRIGHT) (Tithe.ly). Mary Magdalene’s role as a witness to Jesus' resurrection 

underscores the importance of women’s testimonies in early Christian history 

(Witherington, 1984, p. 90) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

These narratives are more than ancient stories; they are living texts that continue to inform 

contemporary discussions about gender, faith, and societal roles. The examination of these 

women’s stories provides valuable perspectives on how historical contexts have shaped, 

and continue to shape, the perceptions and roles of women in society (Courtis, 2013) (Hills 

Bible Church) (Crossway). 

Thesis Statement 

This article aims to explore how the events involving women in the Bible have influenced 

societal perceptions and roles of women. By examining the stories of key biblical women 

such as Eve, Sarah, Hagar, Mary (the mother of Jesus), and Mary Magdalene, we can 

understand how these narratives have shaped historical and contemporary views on gender 

roles, faith, and leadership. Through this analysis, we aim to highlight the enduring legacy 

of these women and their profound impact on both ancient and modern societies (Cohick, 

2009, p. 12) (bibilium.com) (Crossway) (Tithe.ly) (REACHRIGHT). 

https://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/the-bible/the-importance-and-influence-of-a-godly-woman/
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https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://get.tithe.ly/blog/women-of-the-bible-stories-of-faith-and-perseverance
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
https://get.tithe.ly/blog/women-of-the-bible-stories-of-faith-and-perseverance
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/the-bible/the-importance-and-influence-of-a-godly-woman/
https://www.hillsbiblechurch.org/the-bible/the-importance-and-influence-of-a-godly-woman/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://get.tithe.ly/blog/women-of-the-bible-stories-of-faith-and-perseverance
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/


Amara Hanif et al. 385 

Migration Letters 

Section 1: Women's Events in the Old Testament 

Eve 

Creation and Role:. This creation account emphasizes the interconnectedness and 

partnership between men and women. According to Genesis 2:18-25, Eve was formed to 

provide companionship for Adam, symbolizing the complementary relationship intended 

for men and women. In the Garden of Eden, Eve’s role extended to tending the garden and 

living in harmony with nature and her partner. The creation of Eve from Adam’s rib has 

often been interpreted to signify equality and mutual dependence between genders (Cohick, 

2009, p. 45) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Eve's creation narrative also underscores the theological concept that men and women are 

equally created in the image of God, sharing equal dignity and worth. This principle is 

foundational in many Christian teachings and has influenced the broader cultural 

understanding of gender equality (Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 22) (Tithe.ly) (The 

Gospel Coalition). The story of Eve further introduces the theme of human agency and 

moral responsibility, which are central to biblical ethics (Trible, 1984, p. 37) (Crossway) 

(REACHRIGHT). 

Impact on Gender Roles: The event of the fall, as described in Genesis 3, has profoundly 

influenced perceptions of women's roles and original sin. Eve's decision to eat the forbidden 

fruit and subsequently give it to Adam has been interpreted in various ways throughout 

history. Some theological perspectives have unfairly placed the burden of original sin on 

Eve, thereby influencing negative stereotypes about women being more susceptible to 

temptation and moral failure. This interpretation has historically reinforced patriarchal 

views, suggesting that women should be subordinate to men due to their perceived role in 

the fall (Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 15) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). 

However, contemporary interpretations emphasize shared responsibility between Adam 

and Eve, advocating for equality and mutual accountability. Modern biblical scholars argue 

that the narrative assigns equal culpability to both Adam and Eve, highlighting the joint 

participation in the fall and the subsequent need for redemption for all humanity 

(Witherington, 1984, p. 90) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). This shift in interpretation 

has contributed to more egalitarian views within many Christian communities, promoting 

the idea that men and women are equally responsible and capable within both spiritual and 

societal contexts (Cohick, 2009, p. 102) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Positive and Negative Impact on Society: 

• Positive Impact: Eve's story, particularly the aspect of being created as an equal 

partner to Adam, has been used to promote gender equality and mutual respect 

between men and women in many religious communities. The emphasis on shared 

creation in God's image supports the idea of inherent equality and dignity for both 

genders (Cohick, 2009, p. 103) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

• Negative Impact: The traditional interpretation that places the blame for the fall 

on Eve has contributed to long-standing stereotypes about women's susceptibility 

to sin and their secondary status in patriarchal societies. This has led to 

justifications for limiting women's roles in religious and social contexts (Spangler 

& Syswerda, 1999, p. 18) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Jewish Perspective: In Judaism, Eve's role is often discussed in the context of the 

dual nature of humanity, reflecting both the potential for good and the susceptibility 

to moral failure. Her creation from Adam is seen as a sign of equality, and her 
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https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
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actions in the Garden of Eden are interpreted as part of the broader human journey 

towards understanding and repentance (Forth, 2000). 

Sarah 

Promise and Faith: Sarah, originally named Sarai, is a pivotal figure in the Old Testament. 

At the age of ninety, she received a promise from God that she would bear a son, despite 

her old age and previous barrenness. This event is significant as it highlights themes of faith 

and divine promise. In Genesis 18:10-14, the promise of a child, Isaac, is given to Sarah, 

demonstrating God's power and faithfulness. Sarah’s initial laughter at the promise due to 

its improbability speaks of human doubt, which is turned into faith and fulfilment (Cohick, 

2009, p. 87) (bibilium. com) (#Crossway).  

 This sin is also a story of growth of faith from the disbelief as depicted by Sarah to faith 

and success. Its plot can therefore be said to have encapsulated the human dramas of the 

struggle with divine covenants and the questions of faith. This is indeed a testimony that 

prophets have lived to tell the word in deed that God’s promise is definite and 

unchangeable. She always propels the confidence in God’s timing and that he will keep his 

word irrespective of the inability of man. (Spangler & Syswerda 1999, 55) (Tithe. ly) (The 

Gospel Coalition).  

Impact on Motherhood: In this story, Sarah has helped to change the definition 

individuals have about faith and being a mother. This concept is underpinned by the fact 

that she went on and became a mother in her old age, a fact that gives testament to the fact 

that indeed nothing is impossible for God to do. This narrative has been able to encourage 

many women to put their faith in God’s schedule and word. This paper will demonstrate 

how Sarah’s spiritual quest to belief describes the process of faith based on the patient 

awaiting of God’s will. Through the narration of her role as the mother of the Israelite 

people the stories of her strength, faith and determination are a bench mark for religious 

lectures of current generations (Trible, 1984, p. 35) (Crossway) (REACHRIGHT). 

Sarah’s motherhood also carries significant theological implications. Isaac, her son, is a 

pivotal figure in the Abrahamic covenant, through whom God’s promises to Abraham are 

fulfilled. This aspect of Sarah’s story underscores the importance of maternal roles in the 

broader narrative of God’s relationship with humanity. Sarah’s motherhood is seen as a 

fulfillment of divine promise, highlighting the integral role of women in God’s redemptive 

plan (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 92) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Furthermore, Sarah's story challenges and expands the understanding of motherhood 

beyond biological aspects, emphasizing the spiritual and covenantal dimensions of being a 

mother. Her faith and dedication provide a model for spiritual motherhood, where nurturing 

and fostering faith are central themes (Witherington, 1984, p. 110) (Crossway) (The Gospel 

Coalition). 

Positive and Negative Impact on Society: 

• Positive Impact: Sarah's story of faith and eventual motherhood has been an 

enduring source of inspiration for women struggling with infertility or waiting on 

divine promises. Her narrative encourages patience, trust, and perseverance, 

reinforcing the belief that faith can lead to miraculous outcomes (Spangler & 

Syswerda, 1999, p. 62) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). 

• Negative Impact: The emphasis on Sarah’s eventual motherhood can sometimes 

lead to the perception that a woman’s primary value lies in her ability to bear 

children. This can marginalize women who are childless, either by choice or 

https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://get.tithe.ly/blog/women-of-the-bible-stories-of-faith-and-perseverance
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
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circumstance, and can place undue pressure on women to conform to traditional 

roles of motherhood (Trible, 1984, p. 38) (Crossway) (REACHRIGHT). 

Jewish Perspective: Sarah is revered in Jewish tradition as the matriarch who 

exemplifies faith and hospitality. Her life story is seen as a testament to the power 

of divine promises and the importance of trust in God's timing (Newsom, Ringe & 

Lapsley, 1992). 

Hagar 

Exile and Survival: Hagar, Sarah’s Egyptian maidservant, plays a significant role in the 

Old Testament. When Sarah could not conceive, she gave Hagar to Abraham to bear a child. 

Hagar’s subsequent pregnancy led to tension and strife, resulting in her fleeing into the 

desert. In Genesis 16 and 21, Hagar’s exile and survival in the desert with her son Ishmael 

are detailed. An angel of the Lord found Hagar by a spring of water, assuring her of God's 

presence and promising that her descendants would be numerous. The story of this meeting 

emphasizes the experiences of survival, which is one of the basic human needs, miracles, 

and God’s mercy (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 78) (bibilium. com) (Crossway).  

In fact, Hagar’s story is the preeminent example of a powerless character who encounters 

divinely ordained deliverance and favor, and it explains why such a character occupies the 

limelight. Nevertheless Hagar, being a maid-servant and a stranger, is also promised as 

those that were promised to Abraham. This narrative also comes with the emphasis on the 

lord’s inclusiveness and his concern for all people irrespective of their status in society. 

Thus, speaking for Hagar and her son Ishmael, divine promises of care and protection 

remind the readers of God’s mercy and fairness, a word of strength to victims of oppression 

(Trible 1984, 60) (Crossway) (REACHRIGHT).  

Cultural Significance: From the cultural perspective, Hagar’s story is a message that is an 

important sign of the time regarding the problems of neglect and the care of God for the 

excluded. Her story stresses on the fact that God’s grace and gifts are for all, the high and 

the low, the whites and the blacks. Even a Egyptian, a servant, Hagar is offered a promise 

same to Abraham therefore pointing to the fact that God’s plan is inclusive. Based on a 

literary analysis, it is possible to state that this story can be viewed as a symbol of hope, 

especially for those who are powerless and discriminated in society. It also subverts culture 

by representing a woman who is a social outcast as a subject of God’s promises and 

concern; therefore, the status of such a female is raised, and the notions of mercy and justice 

are emphasized in societies (Spencer, 1985, p. 120) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition).  

In Jewish texts, Hagar's story is viewed with empathy for her plight as an outsider and her 

resilience. Her interactions with divine messengers emphasize God's compassion and the 

universal nature of His care, extending beyond the immediate covenant community 

(Frymer-Kensky, 2002). 

 Hagar’s story also contains a specific social importance in the context of the analysis 

culture relationships as the power relations. She raises consciousness as to the issues of 

slavery, gender, and ethnicity in the biblical context, portraying how they are intertwined. 

Hagar’s interactions with divine dealings show how justice is incumbent on God for the 

defenseless and displaced people (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p 102). This passage offers 

support from bibilium. com as well as Crossway.  

In addition, Hagar's narrative has resonated deeply within various religious traditions. In 

Islamic tradition, Hagar (Hajar) is revered as a significant figure in the story of the Kaaba's 

https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
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origins and the rituals of Hajj, emphasizing her enduring legacy across different faiths. Her 

story of resilience and faith continues to inspire and provide 

Section 2: Women's Events in the New Testament 

Mary, Mother of Jesus 

Virgin Birth: The Virgin Birth is a foundational event in Christian theology, described in 

the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. The Annunciation, as recounted in Luke 1:26-38, details 

the moment when the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary, a young virgin betrothed to Joseph, 

and announced that she would conceive and bear a son by the Holy Spirit. This son, Jesus, 

would be called the Son of the Most High. Despite her initial fear and confusion, Mary 

accepted this divine message with humility and obedience, signifying her complete trust in 

God’s plan (Cohick, 2009, p. 112) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Mary's acceptance of the angel’s message and her subsequent pregnancy, despite being a 

virgin, highlight themes of divine intervention and miraculous fulfillment of prophecy. This 

event fulfills Old Testament prophecies, particularly Isaiah 7:14, which speaks of a virgin 

bearing a son named Immanuel. The Virgin Birth underscores the belief in Jesus’ divine 

origin and serves as a testament to God’s power to transcend natural laws (Witherington, 

1984, p. 90) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Role Model: Mary, the mother of Jesus, is revered in Christianity as a symbol of purity, 

obedience, and maternal devotion. Her willingness to accept God’s will, despite the 

potential social and personal repercussions, exemplifies her deep faith and unwavering trust 

in God. Mary’s purity is often highlighted in Christian teachings, not only in terms of her 

virginity but also in her spiritual integrity and holiness (Cohick, 2009, p. 120) 

(bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

As a mother, Mary’s devotion to Jesus is evident throughout the Gospels. She is present at 

key moments in his life, from his birth in Bethlehem to his crucifixion and resurrection. 

Her presence at these critical junctures underscores her steadfast support and love for her 

son. Mary’s maternal role extends beyond the biological, representing a spiritual 

motherhood that embraces all believers. Her example of obedience to God’s will and her 

nurturing care for Jesus serve as a model for all Christians, particularly women, in living a 

life of faith and devotion (Spencer, 1985, p. 102) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Jewish Perspective: While Mary is a central figure in Christianity, she is less prominent 

in Jewish texts. However, her story is recognized for its historical and cultural significance 

in shaping interfaith dialogues (Cohick, 2009). 

Positive and Negative Impact on Society: 

• Positive Impact: Mary’s story has been a source of inspiration for countless 

women, emphasizing virtues such as purity, humility, and unwavering faith. Her 

role in the divine narrative affirms the value of women in God’s plan and 

encourages women to embrace their spiritual callings with confidence and devotion 

(Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 88) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

• Negative Impact: The idealization of Mary’s purity and motherhood can 

sometimes create unrealistic expectations for women, placing undue pressure to 

conform to specific roles and virtues. This can marginalize women who do not fit 

these traditional molds and limit their perceived value within religious 

communities (Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 45) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition) 

https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
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Mary Magdalene 

Transformation: Mary Magdalene is one of the most prominent female figures in the New 

Testament, known for her transformation from a life plagued by seven demons to a devoted 

follower of Jesus. Her story of deliverance and subsequent dedication to Jesus is a powerful 

narrative of redemption and renewal. According to Luke 8:2, Jesus healed Mary 

Magdalene, casting out seven demons from her, which marked the beginning of her 

profound transformation (Cohick, 2009, p. 135) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Mary Magdalene's transformation is not just physical but also spiritual, as she becomes one 

of Jesus' most faithful disciples. Her dedication is evident in her unwavering support during 

Jesus' ministry, her presence at the crucifixion, and her role as the first witness to the 

resurrection. This transformation from a marginalized woman to a central figure in the 

Christian narrative underscores the power of Jesus’ healing and the inclusive nature of his 

ministry (Witherington, 1984, p. 95) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Early Christianity: Mary Magdalene's influence in the early Christian community is 

profound. She is often recognized as the "apostle to the apostles" because of her role in 

announcing Jesus' resurrection to the disciples. In John 20:11-18, she is the first to 

encounter the risen Christ and is tasked with telling the others about his resurrection. This 

pivotal role highlights her importance and the trust Jesus placed in her testimony (Spencer, 

1985, p. 110) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Her presence and actions challenge the patriarchal norms of her time, illustrating that 

women held significant and respected positions within the early Christian community. 

Mary Magdalene’s story emphasizes that spiritual authority and leadership are not confined 

by gender, setting a precedent for the inclusion of women in ministry and leadership roles 

within the church (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 102) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

Jewish Perspective: Mary Magdalene's story is primarily a Christian narrative, but her role 

as a follower of Jesus highlights the diverse and evolving roles of women in religious 

movements of the time (Cohick, 2009). 

Positive and Negative Impact on Society: 

• Positive Impact: Mary Magdalene’s story of redemption and leadership has been 

an empowering narrative for many women, demonstrating that spiritual 

transformation and leadership are accessible to all, regardless of past afflictions. 

Her role as a key witness to the resurrection underscores the importance of women's 

voices and contributions within the Christian tradition (Spangler & Syswerda, 

1999, p. 68) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). 

• Negative Impact: Despite her significant contributions, Mary Magdalene has 

often been mischaracterized and stigmatized, particularly through unfounded 

associations with prostitution. These misinterpretations have at times 

overshadowed her true role and contributions, perpetuating negative stereotypes 

about women in religious texts (Witherington, 1984, p. 100) (Crossway) (The 

Gospel Coalition). 

Broader Social Impacts 

Shaping Gender Roles 

Historical Context: Bible has a significant contribution in defining the gender roles in 

history through the events related to women that are being narrated in it. As demonstrated 
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by the seemingly divine words of Paul in the first epistle to the Corinthians, biblical stories 

have for ages been employed to draw standards and parameters for women’s submission 

and subordinate position. For example, Eve’s sin that led to the fall has been used to support 

patriarchy and women subjection throughout history. Equally, the virtuous and obedient 

models of women like Mary and Sarah have been employed to provide references of 

behavior and responsibility among females within religious and secular cultures (Cohick, 

2009, p. 140) (bibilium. com) (Crossway).  

 Still, these discourses include components, which subvert masculine and feminine images 

of woman. Showcasing the view of women of Hagar and Mary Magdalene, it becomes 

apparent that women are not as simple and weak; instead, they are strong role models and 

great leaders in the society. Thus, these stories contribute to a more complex view of 

women’s positions and highlight their significance in both family and church-related 

activities (Witherington, 1984, p. 110) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition).  

Jewish Perspective: In Judaism, the stories of women like Eve, Sarah, and Hagar are used 

to explore themes of faith, leadership, and resilience, contributing to ongoing discussions 

about women's roles in religious and secular life (Newsom, Ringe & Lapsley, 1992). 

 Modern Relevance: Today, the stories of women from the Bible are still relevant in any 

of the given modern discussions concerning gender. The examples listed above provide 

important lesson in the learning of today’s fight for women’s rights and their 

acknowledgment. These narrations give information about the strength of women, their 

agency and spiritual authority and hence represents contestation to patriarchal lenses that 

are normally placed on these women (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 115).  

 The acknowledgement of women’s roles in the Holy Scripture as leaders, prophets, and 

major witnesses create a backdrop that can be used to fight for women’s rights and equality 

in contemporary society. These stories help the reader to purposely remember the various 

and significant roles of women in history, and challenge the reader to move beyond the 

prejudices of his/her own day to admire the various roles that women had in religious and 

secular aspects of society (Spencer, 1985, p. 125) (Crossway).  

Moral and Ethical Lessons 

Faith and Obedience: The moral lessons of faith, obedience, and resilience found in the 

events involving biblical women are central to their narratives. Mary’s acceptance of her 

role as the mother of Jesus exemplifies ultimate obedience and trust in God’s plan. Sarah’s 

faith in God’s promise, despite her initial doubt, illustrates the importance of patience and 

belief in divine timing. Hagar’s resilience in the face of adversity and her reliance on divine 

intervention highlight the themes of survival and faith under difficult circumstances 

(Cohick, 2009, p. 150) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

These stories provide ethical lessons that encourage individuals to trust in divine guidance, 

remain faithful in challenging times, and exhibit resilience and strength in the face of 

adversity. They serve as inspirational examples of how faith can lead to miraculous 

outcomes and the fulfillment of divine promises (Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 78) 

(Tithe.ly) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Influence on Religious Practices: The events involving women in the Bible have had a 

lasting impact on religious teachings and practices. Mary’s role as the mother of Jesus has 

led to her veneration in various Christian traditions, particularly within Catholicism and 

Orthodoxy, where she is honored as the Theotokos (Mother of God) and a model of purity 

and obedience. Her example has inspired numerous religious practices, including prayers, 
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feasts, and devotions dedicated to her (Witherington, 1984, p. 120) (Crossway) (The Gospel 

Coalition). 

Mary Magdalene’s role as a key witness to the resurrection has also influenced religious 

practices, emphasizing the importance of women’s testimonies and contributions within the 

Christian 

Conclusion 

Summary 

In this article, we explored the significant events involving women in both the Old and New 

Testaments and their profound social impacts. The narratives of Eve, Sarah, Hagar, Mary 

(the mother of Jesus), and Mary Magdalene each provide unique insights into the roles and 

perceptions of women in ancient societies. 

• Eve: Her creation from Adam's rib and her role in the fall have influenced 

theological and societal views on gender and human nature. Eve's story has 

historically been used to justify patriarchal structures but also offers a foundation 

for advocating gender equality through shared responsibility and mutual 

accountability (Cohick, 2009, p. 45; Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 15; 

Witherington, 1984, p. 90) (bibilium.com) (Crossway) (Tithe.ly) (The Gospel 

Coalition). 

• Sarah: Her faith journey, from initial doubt to the fulfillment of God's promise of 

a son, highlights themes of patience, trust, and divine intervention. Sarah's 

motherhood has had a lasting impact on the concept of faith and maternal roles, 

providing a model for spiritual and covenantal motherhood (Trible, 1984, p. 35; 

Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 92; Spangler & Syswerda, 1999, p. 55) (Crossway) 

(REACHRIGHT) (bibilium.com) (Crossway). 

• Hagar: Her story of exile and divine care emphasizes God's inclusive nature and 

concern for the marginalized. Hagar's narrative has profound cultural significance, 

highlighting themes of resilience, divine justice, and the complex dynamics of 

power, gender, and ethnicity (Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 78; Trible, 1984, p. 60; 

Spencer, 1985, p. 120) (bibilium.com) (Crossway) (REACHRIGHT). 

• Mary, Mother of Jesus: The Virgin Birth and her role as the mother of Jesus 

underscore her purity, obedience, and maternal devotion. Mary's story has been a 

source of inspiration, promoting virtues such as humility and faith, but also creating 

challenges through idealized expectations of womanhood (Cohick, 2009, p. 112; 

Spencer, 1985, p. 102; Frymer-Kensky, 2002, p. 88) (bibilium.com) (Crossway) 

(The Gospel Coalition). 

• Mary Magdalene: Her transformation from a life of affliction to a devoted disciple 

of Jesus highlights the themes of redemption and spiritual authority. As the first 

witness to the resurrection, Mary Magdalene's role emphasizes the importance of 

women's contributions to early Christianity and challenges patriarchal norms 

(Cohick, 2009, p. 135; Witherington, 1984, p. 95; Spencer, 1985, p. 110) 

(bibilium.com) (Crossway) (The Gospel Coalition). 

Understanding these events is crucial for appreciating their influence on societal norms and 

values. These narratives have shaped theological, cultural, and social understandings of 

gender roles, faith, and resilience, providing timeless lessons for both ancient and modern 

contexts. 

https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://get.tithe.ly/blog/women-of-the-bible-stories-of-faith-and-perseverance
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://reachrightstudios.com/women-in-the-bible/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/
https://bibilium.com/12-influential-women-leaders-in-the-bible/
https://www.crossway.org/articles/how-jesus-viewed-and-valued-women/
https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/21-places-women-emerge-front-and-center-in-scriptures-storyline/


392 The Social Impact Of Women's Events Mentioned In The Bible 

Closing Thoughts 

It is remarkable that the traces of women’s events in the biblical texts remain significant 

today in the debates on gender, faith, and social roles. These are very inspiring narratives 

with an aspect of religious belief and leading a strong spirit of surviving the deity question 

and a society’s attitude towards women.  

 Thus, based on such stories, one can encourage increased attention to the subject of gender 

equality and the contributions of women to various spheres of life. Usually, the stories 

given in the book are lessons of faith, obedience, and resilience that can help to decide 

contemporary issues and make the society more humane.  

 Therefore, through proper evaluation and analysis of the stories of these biblical women, 

one is able to compare the appreciation of the various roles of women and also the impacts 

of faith and endurance. They make us recall that women were, are, and will be always the 

cornerstone of history and world’s development. 
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