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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to investigate how the Israel-Palestine conflict is framed in news
reports by worldwide media, with a particular emphasis on the October 7-November 2023
timeframe. Through an examination of articles from four well-known news websites—BBC,
France24, Voice of America (VOA), and Al Jazeera—we aim to comprehend the ways in which
various media platforms create stories and maybe sway public opinion. By applying the
t'heoretical frameworks of framing theory and narrative analysis, this study analyses the
visuals and language choices made by various media  organizations
Through the use of a qualitative content analysis, our methodology enables a close inspection
of the textual and visual components found in the news stories. This method assists us in
recognizing trends, prejudices, and the general tone of the reporting. According to the data,
within the designated period, Al Jazeera offered more impartial and balanced coverage of both
Israel and Palestine. BBC, France24, and VOA, on the other hand, showed a propensity to
present their news in a way that was more favorable to Israel and more disparaging of
Palestine. The study's conclusions highlight how important media framing is in influencing
how the world views the Israel-Palestine conflict. We draw attention to the differences in
reporting and stress the significance of critical media literacy for viewers around the globe by
contrasting the coverage from these various media channels. These findings have
consequences for how media consumers should perceive news coverage, including how to
recognize potential biases and underlying narratives that may color their perception of
complicated geopolitical situations. By offering a nuanced viewpoint on how international
events are portrayed to the public, this research adds to the larger conversation on media bias
and the influence of framing in international news coverage.

Focus Key Words: Israel-Palestine Media Framing, Global News Coverage, Qualitative
Content Analysis, Media Bias and Perception.

Introduction

For many years, the geopolitical war between Israel and Palestine has dominated media
coverage and attention from around the world. It is a long-lasting and deeply entrenched
struggle. The goal of this study, "Examining the Framing of the Israel-Palestine Conflict: A
Textual Analysis of International Media News Coverage," is to examine how this conflict is
portrayed on a variety of international news outlets. The study specifically examines the
coverage of four well-known news websites from October 7 to November 2023: Al Jazeera,
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Voice of America (VOA), France24, and the BBC. The goal is to evaluate and contrast the
ways in which different media sources present the dispute, paying particular attention to which
ones offer more unbiased and impartial reporting than others that might be biased. Territorial
conflicts, political unrest, and violent clashes have historically characterized the Israel-
Palestine conflict, greatly impacting both regional and international politics. Media outlets,
through narrative framing, visual representations, and deliberate language choices, have a
significant impact on how the public perceives and discusses the conflict. The present
investigation utilizes narrative and framing theories as analytical instruments to examine these
components in the news coverage. By using a qualitative content analysis, we want to identify
narrative techniques, underlying biases, and the general tone of the reporting. According to our
first research, Al Jazeera takes a more impartial approach, offering fair coverage for both Israeli
and Palestinian viewpoints, whereas the BBC, France24, and VOA have a propensity to present
their stories in an Israel-centric manner, frequently depicting Palestine in a more unfavorable
light. Additionally, the study will look at how media narratives have changed historically as a
result of changes in political environments and international relations. Through this, we hope
to present a thorough grasp of the dynamics at work as well as insights on the wider effects of
media framing on public opinion and policy-making. This study emphasizes how crucial it is
to have a broad and fair media presence in order to promote thoughtful and nuanced viewpoints
on international issues.

Problem Statement:

The fundamental issue of this study is how media framing greatly affects how the general
public views and comprehends the Israel-Palestine conflict. Although the media plays a vital
role in providing information to people all over the world, biased reporting is a widespread
problem that has the potential to distort public opinion and political outcomes. By comparing
the ways in which four significant international news organizations—BBC, France24, Voice
of America (VOA), and Al Jazeera—presented the Israel-Palestine conflict, this study aims to
close the gap in the body of literature. It specifically looks into whether these publications
report with biases or provide impartial, balanced news. According to historical research, media
bias has the potential to significantly influence how an audience perceives the conflict and, in
turn, how other countries respond to it (Philo & Berry, 2011; Kennis, 2013). Understanding the
scope and type of media influence is crucial given the continuous nature of the conflict and its
worldwide ramifications. Through an analysis of the reporting from October 7 to November
2023, this study seeks to offer up-to-date understanding of these significant news
organizations’ framing techniques. The results will lay the groundwork for future scholarly
research and real-world advancements in media practices while also adding to the conversation
on media ethics and the value of unbiased reporting in conflict. This study emphasis’s how the
media shapes narratives and emphasizes the importance of improving consumers' media
literacy so they can assess the information that is being offered to them critically.

Research Objectives:

1.  Toexamine the narrative construction of the Palestine-Israel conflict by the
international media.

2. Toinvestigate biases in the language and terminology used by the international media
in covering both sides of the conflict.

1.3 Purpose of Study
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The aim of this study is to conduct a thorough and methodical analysis of the framing of the
Israel-Palestine conflict in the context of news coverage by international media. The research
aims to accomplish the following particular goals.

Literature Review

This literature study aims to carry out a comprehensive examination of the corpus of
information about the framing of the Israel-Palestine conflict in worldwide media coverage.
The main goal is to comprehend how the media shapes public perception, tells stories, and sets
the agenda for conflicts. Numerous elements are considered in this analysis, such as the media's
framing of the story, narrative building, historical background, and impact on public opinion.
The purpose of the literature review is to synthesize these components in order to find patterns,
gaps, and important insights that will direct the subsequent analysis of media coverage in the
research project.

Media Influence and Historical Context

For many years, the Israel-Palestine issue has dominated global media coverage, frequently
presented from a variety of angles that shape public opinion and global conversation. Public
perception of the conflict and narratives have been greatly influenced by media coverage. The
way in which historical events like the 2000 Camp David Summit were framed has shown how
the media may shape public opinion and political results (Liebe’s & Halperin, 2008). Antman’s
(1993) work, which highlights the media’s role in defining the relevance of topics through
selection and emphasis, is built upon by this fundamental idea. A complex network of
historical, theological, and geopolitical causes has led to the long and acrimonious dispute that
is known as the Israel-Palestine conflict in modern times.

Media Dynamics and Digital Transition

The way the Israel-Palestine conflict is reported and viewed has changed dramatically as a
result of the shift from print to digital media. Liebe and Halperin (2008) highlight how crucial
it is to take changes in media dynamics—Ilike the emergence of social media—into account
when examining public opinion. Compared to traditional media, digital platforms may magnify
specific frames and narratives more quickly and widely because they enable real-time updates
and direct involvement.

The emergence of digital media has brought about new perspectives on how the Israel-Palestine
conflict is framed. Social media platforms in particular have developed into important spaces
for the exchange and refutation of narratives.

Kennis (2013) found that social media can provide alternate viewpoints and grassroots voices
to traditional media narratives, thereby challenging them. This change emphasizes how
important it is to have a sophisticated grasp of how digital media affects public opinion and
legislation.

The participatory character of public opinion and media framing is highlighted by Tuchman
(1978) and Gammon and Modigliani (1989). In addition to reflecting public opinion, media
framing also influences political judgements. The way various media outlets cover the Israel-
Palestine conflict demonstrates this interaction, which affects both short-term and long-term
perspectives.

2.3 Case Studies and Comparative Analysis: Numerous case studies demonstrate how media
framing affects public opinion and policy formation. Michael Ryan (2004), for example, looked



Abid Ali et al. 1215

at how editors framed possible military action in the wake of the September 11 attacks, showing
how media narratives can either support or contradict political decisions. Similar to this,
Eberhardt (2017) and Rucker and Costa (2017) explore how President Trump's decisions in
Afghanistan were shaped by visual framing, highlighting the importance of media images on
public policy. A comparative study of the coverage of the Israel-Palestine conflict by the BBC,
France24, VOA, and Al Jazeera between October 7 and November 20, 2023, sheds light on the
differing perspectives held by these media channels. Initial results indicate that Al Jazeera
keeps a more impartial stance, but the BBC, France24, and VOA frequently support Israeli
viewpoints. Critical media literacy is essential for navigating and understanding these varied
narratives, as this analysis makes clear. Liebe and Halperin (2008) point out that media framing
can have a big impact on public perception during important events like the Camp David
Summit. The study tries to determine which media sources offer more independent and
balanced reporting by comparing their coverage. This method aids in exposing prejudices and
comprehending how media framing influences how the conflict is perceived around the world.

Theoretical Framework:

Two important theories—narrative theory and framing theory—will be the main sources of
inspiration for the literature review's theoretical framework. These theories, which will be
further supported and expanded upon in the discussion chapter, offer insightful analyses of how
the media creates and shapes the portrayal of the Israel-Palestine conflict. The focus of narrative
theory is on how storytelling and narrative creation influence how people individually and
collectively comprehend complicated events like the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This theory
holds that narratives are coherent, structured accounts that give events meaning and
significance rather than just being summaries of happenings (Ricoeur, 1984). According to
narrative theory, news organizations and journalists create narratives that frame the conflict in
specific ways, highlighting certain themes, personalities, and plotlines while underplaying
others.

According to SC Hudson (1991), audiences' attitudes, beliefs, and emotions are shaped by these
narratives' interpretations of the conflict. Through an examination of the narrative components
found in news reports, including character descriptions, plot structures, and thematic themes,
this research attempts to reveal the fundamental storytelling techniques used by various media
organisations to frame the Israel-Palestine conflict.

By emphasizing the selective presentation of information and the framing of issues within
media discourse, framing theory enhances narrative theory (Antman, 1993).

Framing theory holds that media frames act as interpretative lenses that help viewers
understand complicated situations and problems (Gammon & Modigliani, 1989). Frames
influence audience perceptions and interpretations by emphasizing some parts of a tale and
downplaying or removing others. Depending on the news outlet's agenda and prejudices, media
frames about the Israel-Palestine conflict may highlight issues like security, victimization,
terrorism, or human rights (Galtung & Ruge, 1965). This study aims to identify the underlying
biases and ideological orientations that influence the framing decisions made by BBC,
France24, VOA, and Al Jazeera in their coverage of the conflict through an analysis of the
framing techniques they used.

These theoretical frameworks will be used in the discussion chapter to interpret and analyses
the results of the literature review, with a focus on how narrative and framing techniques
influence how the Israel-Palestine conflict is portrayed in worldwide media coverage. The
debate will provide insights into the ways that media bias and framing affect public perception
and conversation surrounding the conflict by making connections between theoretical ideas
and empirical facts. The ramifications of these findings for media literacy and critical
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comprehension of international news coverage among global audiences will also be
emphasized in the debate.

Relevancy of theory with undertaken study

The study analyzing the framing of the Israel-Palestine conflict in worldwide media coverage
makes extensive use of narrative and framing theories.

First of all, narrative theory offers a prism through which to view how the media creates orderly
and cogent narratives of intricate occurrences. Media sources use their coverage to tell stories
about the Israel-Palestine conflict, highlighting particular themes, personalities, and plotlines
while underplaying others in order to shape viewer perception. Through the application of
narrative theory, the research may examine the storytelling techniques utilized by various news
outlets to present the conflict, demonstrating the ways in which narratives shape public opinion
and understanding. Second, by emphasizing the selective presentation of information within
media discourse, framing theory supports narrative theory. Media frames stress certain parts of
events while downplaying or ignoring others, serving as interpretative lenses through which
audiences make meaning of them. Regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict, media frames could
highlight topics like victimization, security, terrorism, or human rights, which would
subsequently influence audience perceptions and interpretations. Through the use of framing
theory, the study is able to reveal the underlying ideological orientations and biases that
influence media framing decisions, offering insight into the ways in which various news outlets
mound the conflict's narrative. All things considered, the theories of framing and storytelling
provide insightful frameworks for examining how the Israel-Palestine conflict is portrayed in
international media coverage. The study can shed light on the ways that media bias and framing
influence public perception and discourse by analyzing the storytelling technigques and framing
devices used by different news platforms. This will help to develop a deeper understanding of
the complexities of the conflict and the role that the media plays in influencing public opinion.
The literature study offers a thorough synopsis of the academic research and theoretical
underpinnings pertinent to how the Israel-Palestine conflict is framed in worldwide media
coverage. This review has clarified the ways in which media creates and molds narratives
surrounding the war, affecting public opinion and discourse, via the prism of framing and
narrative theories. The role of media framing in molding audience comprehension and attitudes
towards the conflict is highlighted by the empirical investigations and analysis of important
ideas. Additionally, comparing how various media outlets covered the conflict between Israel
and Palestine brings attention to how agenda-setting and bias shape media narratives.

While some media sources might aim to provide fair and impartial reporting, some have blatant
biases that support one side of the dispute over the other. This difference in framing techniques
highlights the necessity for audiences around the world to be critical media literate in order to
recognize and comprehend the many narratives that are offered by various news outlets.
Furthermore, the literature analysis has demonstrated the persistent difficulties with media
framing and bias in the reporting of the Israel-Palestine conflict. Media outlets are frequently
impacted by political agendas, cultural biases, and economic interests, resulting in inaccurate
images of the conflict despite efforts to offer objective and impartial reporting. This review has
illuminated the intricacies of media representation by dissecting the fundamental mechanics of
media framing. Going ahead, the results of this literature study offer insightful information for
the empirical analysis carried out in the thesis's later chapters. Finding the underlying biases,
narrative techniques, and framing devices used by various media outlets is the goal of this
study, which applies narrative and framing theories to an analysis of the coverage of BBC,
France24, VOA, and Al Jazeera.
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Research Design and Methodology

This study explains how the study's qualitative methodology was applied to analyses how the
Israel-Palestine conflict was framed in worldwide media coverage. By exploring the nuances
of language, meaning, and context, qualitative research provides a detailed knowledge of
intricate social processes. This study uses a qualitative methodology to investigate the
underlying narratives, framing techniques, and biases that are prevalent in the news reports on
the war. This opening paragraph gives a summary of the research strategy and data collection
techniques used in this study as well as the justification for using qualitative methodologies.
This study attempts to further our understanding of how the media affects public opinion and
conversation on the Israel-Palestine conflict by using qualitative analysis.

Research Question:

e What are the primary narratives employed by international media outlets to
depict the Israel-Palestine conflict?

3.4 Qualitative Research Design:

This study examines how the Israel-Palestine conflict is framed in worldwide media coverage
using a qualitative research design. Qualitative research is preferred because it may delve
deeply into the meanings, interpretations, and settings surrounding the research issue while
examining complex social processes. Through a detailed examination of the conflict's textual
and visual representations, the qualitative approach enables the researcher to identify
underlying narratives, framing techniques, and biases in the media coverage. Through an
exploration of the variety of language and imagery employed by news organisations, this study
seeks to offer a thorough grasp of how the conflict is presented in the international media
environment.

The study's target population consists of the media outlets listed earlier, which were chosen
due to their considerable worldwide influence and reach. To obtain pertinent news stories and
information from these sources within the allotted time, convenience sampling was used. This
method guarantees a representative and controllable sample of media coverage that can be
examined methodically. In order to identify underlying biases and framing strategies, one of
the data gathering instruments is document analysis of the chosen news stories. This analysis
focuses on the use of particular terms and the context in which they are used.

In order to find patterns and themes in textual and visual information, data analysis entails a
thorough qualitative content analysis that comprises coding and categorization. In order to
identify latent biases and framing techniques, the study will critically analyses the language
and tone employed in the articles. Understanding how various media outlets form narratives
regarding the Israel-Palestine conflict and affect public opinion and political discourse is made
possible through the analysis presented here. By shedding light on how international media
frames geopolitical conflicts and highlighting the need of media literacy and critical analysis
in news consumption, the findings will advance the discipline of media studies.

Qualitative Analysis

Findings:

The results of the qualitative study of how the Israel-Palestine conflict was covered by foreign
media sources point to various narratives that were used to portray the various players and
events. A detailed analysis of news reports from Al Jazeera, VOA, France24, and the BBC
from October 7 to November 7, 2023, reveals differences in the way various media outlets
present the conflict. While presenting the Palestinians through a prism of militancy and
aggressiveness, the BBC and VOA typically present Israel in a more positive light, placing a
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strong emphasis on themes of security and self-defense. To paint Palestinians in an unfavorable
light, phrases like "Islamic militant," "terrorist,” and "Islamic jihadist" were commonly
employed in their stories.

.. Al Jazeera's coverage, on the other hand, seems to be more impartial; it gives considerable
weight to Palestinian viewpoints and employs terminology like "fighters" and "resistance,"
which are neutral but give the Palestinian cause respect.

This disparate application of language plays a crucial role in influencing public opinion. such
the BBC and VOA, France24 frequently uses derogatory terminology to describe Palestinians,
such "terrorists" and "Islamic extremists," while characterizing Israeli activities as "security
operations” and "counter-terrorism efforts. “The qualitative analysis emphasizes the
significance of critical media literacy since the way these well-known worldwide media outlets
frame the Israel-Palestine conflict both reflects and shapes the geopolitical narratives that
influence public opinion and policy choices. This research exposes the underlying biases that
may distort the public's perception of the conflict by contrasting the wording and framing
techniques employed by various journalists. These results highlight the need of media
consumers engaging with content critically, acknowledging the possibility of bias and the
impact of narrative framing on how they understand global events.

Conceptual and Operational Definitions of Key Terms

Term Conceptual Meaning | Operational Meaning
in Study
Occupation Control of a territory | Used to describe
by a foreign power. Israeli presence in
Palestinian
territories,

emphasizing the
illegal and oppressive
nature of the control.

Refers to Palestinian

Resistance Efforts to oppose or

established by Israel
in territories
occupied after the
1967 Six-Day War.

defy authority or actions against Israeli
control. military and political
control, framed as
legitimate resistance
to occupation.
Settlements Communities Discussed in the

context of illegal
Israeli expansion into
Palestinian lands,
violating
international law.

Human Rights

Basic rights and
freedoms to which all
humans are entitled.

Used to highlight
abuses and violations
affecting Palestinian
populations,
particularly by Israeli
forces.




Abid Ali et al. 1219

Ceasefire A temporary References to halts in
suspension of hostilities, often
fighting. highlighting

violations by Israeli
forces.

Blockade An act of sealing off | Mentioned in relation

a place to prevent
goods or people from
entering or leaving.

to restrictions on
Gaza imposed by
Israel, emphasizing
humanitarian
impacts.

Peace process

Efforts and
negotiations aimed at
achieving peace
between conflicting
parties.

Coverage of
diplomatic efforts,
often highlighting
Palestinian
concessions and
Israeli intransigence.

Figure.1l. Number of Stories - In favor Of Israel
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Fifure. shows the number of news stories about Israel and Palestine that were published in the
VoA, France 24, BBC, and the Al Jazeera in 2023. The graph shows that there were more
stories about Israel than Palestine in all four newspapers. The graph also shows that the number
of stories about Israel and Palestine increased in all four newspapers in 2023.

The y-axis of the graph is labeled "Number of Stories" and the x-axis is labeled "Newspaper."

e The graph has atitle, "Number of Stories About Israel and Palestine in Four Major TV
Channels and news websites, 2023."

o The data points on the graph are connected by lines.

e There is a legend in the bottom right corner of the graph that identifies the different
lines.

4.3 Figure.2. Number of Stories — Against Palestine
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The number of stories about Israel and Palestine that have been published by Voice of America
(VOA), France 24, the BBC, and Al Jazeera are displayed in the graph. The quantity of
narratives pertaining to Israel is noticeably greater than that of Palestine. The Israeli-Palestinian
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conflict is a major news story that interests people all over the world, and Israel is a more
powerful and influential country than Palestine. These are just a couple of the reasons for this.

It's also crucial to remember that every news organization shown in the graph is an international
news organization. This implies that they may not accurately reflect how Israel and Palestine
are covered by foreign media. As an illustration, for instance, media coverage of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in Arab nations may exceed that of Western nations' media.

All things considered, the graph offers a quick overview of how much coverage each of Israel
and Palestine receives from four significant international news sources. But it's crucial to keep
in mind that there are numerous other variables that can affect how news stories are covered,
and this is only one indicator of media coverage.

Discussion

An examination of the BBC, France24, VOA, and Al Jazeera's media coverage from October
7 to November 7, 2023, provides important new information about how the Israel-Palestine
conflict is framed. In order to investigate the language, imagery, and narratives deployed by
these venues, this study used qualitative content analysis. The results point to specific biases
and framing techniques that reflect editorial practices and larger geopolitical impacts.

Palestinian actors were primarily referred to as "terrorists” and "Islamic militants™ by the BBC
and France24, who frequently presented Israeli operations as preventative measures against
terrorism. This framing fits within a narrative that delegitimizes Palestinian resistance and
defends Israeli policy. As an illustration, the term "terrorist” is often used to characterize
Palestinian fighters, which can incite fear and support forceful military actions.

Conclusion

The comparative examination of these communication platforms highlights how crucial
framing is in influencing conversation and public opinion. While the BBC, France24, and VOA
frequently present the conflict in a manner that reinforces Israeli narratives, Al Jazeera offers
an alternative viewpoint that prioritizes the experiences of the Palestinian people. This disparity
in reporting emphasizes how important it is to be media literate and have the capacity to assess
news sources critically. Customers may better traverse the complexities of the Israel-Palestine
issue and generate more informed and nuanced opinions by knowing how various media outlets
frame the conflict. The study's conclusions add to the larger conversation about media framing
and prejudice, especially when it comes to global wars. The analysis emphasizes how
influential the media is in forming public opinion and narratives. These observations emphasize
the value of impartial reporting and the moral ramifications of framing in conflict coverage for
decision-makers in politics and the media. The study highlights the importance of critical
engagement with news material for media consumers to prevent being influenced by biased
narratives. In the end, this study promotes media consumption that is more conscious and
critical thinking in order to develop a more knowledgeable and compassionate global audience.
The goal of this study was to investigate how foreign media sources present the Israel-Palestine
issue. Specifically, the BBC, France24, VOA, and Al Jazeera's coverage from October 7 to
November 7, 2023, was examined. The storylines and terminology employed by different
media organisations varied significantly, as the qualitative content analysis showed. The
conflict is framed by BBC, France24, and VOA mostly from an Israeli standpoint; terminology
like "terrorists” and "Islamic militants™ are often used to characterize Palestinian actors. This
framing tends to paint Palestinians in an unfavorable light, which may have an impact on public
opinion and change political discourse to support Israeli narratives.
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Al Jazeera, on the other hand, distinguished themselves with its more impartial reporting style
by regularly giving Palestinian perspectives a forum and presenting the conflict in a way that
emphasizes its humanitarian dimensions and the suffering of Palestinian civilians. The way that
Western media outlets and Al Jazeera have framed the Israel-Palestine conflict differently
highlights the important role that the media has in influencing global perceptions of the conflict.
Additionally, it emphasizes how important it is for media consumers to assess news sources
critically and be conscious of any potential biases in media coverage.
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