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Abstract

This paper compares and contrasts Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi's and Mulla Sadra's
philosophical positions in the framework of Islamic philosophy's Illuminationist tradition. It
aims to clarify the subtle distinctions and startling overlaps in their ontological, metaphysical,
and epistemological frameworks by a careful examination of primary texts, secondary sources,
and academic interpretations.

Suhrawardi, who is frequently credited with starting the Illuminationism movement, promoted
a philosophical theory that saw "Light" (Noor) as the essential element of reality. His
philosophical theory proposed a hierarchical ontology in which different levels of existence
originate from the Supreme Light and stressed the need for intuitive knowledge (Ishraq) in
understanding metaphysical truths. The intrinsic brightness of reality and the supremacy of the
intellect in seeing it are highlighted by Suhrawardi's ideas.

Conversely, Mulla Sadra, a later luminary in the Illuminationist lineage, presented novel
concepts that combined Avicenna philosophy with Illuminationist principles. Suhrawardi's
static hierarchical ontology is significantly broken by his theories of "Substantial Motion" (al-
harakat al-jawhariyya) and "Existential Cosmology" (Al-huduth al-wujudi). According to
Sadra, existence is always changing and evolving, and reality is a dynamic process ‘of ongoing
becoming.

The main philosophical ideas of Suhrawardi and Sadra are thoroughly examined in this work
to clarify their respective contributions to Illuminationist thought. It looks at how their
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divergent views on ontology, metaphysics, and epistemology affect how they understand the
world and human knowledge. It also draws attention to the areas where these two greats agree
and disagree, providing insights into how the llluminationist tradition has changed over time.

Through this comparative research, Islamic philosophy lovers and experts are better able to
comprehend the intricacies of the Illuminationist tradition as well as the philosophical
questions raised by Suhrawardi and Sadra. This research highlights the importance of these
two philosophers in forming the intellectual landscape of the Islamic world and adds to the
continuing discussions on the subject of Islamic philosophy.

Introduction

Islamic philosophy's llluminationist tradition is a fascinating intellectual movement that arose
in the middle Ages and is distinguished by its distinctive synthesis of philosophical
investigation, metaphysical speculation, and mystical intuitionism. This tradition, which had
its roots in the Islamic Golden Age, aimed to harmonize Greek philosophical ideas—especially
Neoplatonism—with Islamic theological and mystical understandings. The result was a
complex body of work that has influenced academics and thinkers ever since (Corbin, 1998).

The foundational contributions of two legendary individuals, Mulla Sadra and Shahab al-Din
Suhrawardi, are essential to the Illluminationist tradition. Suhrawardi, who is frequently
credited with founding illuminationism, was a Persian philosopher who lived in the 12th
century and left behind a sizable body of work that historians find fascinating due to its depth
and uniqueness (Nasr, 2007). His writings, such as the "Hikmat al-Ishrag™ (Philosophy of
Illumination), emphasized the intuitive understanding of philosophical truths through what he
called "Ishrag," or illumination, and established the idea of "Light" (Nur) as the fundamental
principle of existence (Aminrazavi, 2007).

Several centuries after Suhrawardi, however, Mulla Sadra became a leading character in the
Illuminationist school in Persia during the Safavid dynasty. Sadra's philosophy is a
sophisticated synthesis of several philosophical currents in the Islamic world, drawing on
Suhrawardi's insights and adding elements of Avicenna philosophy (Rizvi, 2010). His greatest
work, "Asfar" (The Four Journeys), highlights the dynamic aspect of existence and the ongoing
process of being through the presentation of a thorough metaphysical framework (Sajjadi,
2016).

In order to clarify areas of agreement and disagreement between the philosophical systems of
Suhrawardi and Sadra, this study will conduct a thorough comparative investigation of their
various ontological, metaphysical, and epistemological frameworks. Through a thorough
examination of their primary texts, scholarly interpretations, and a contextualization of their
ideas within the larger framework of Islamic philosophy, this comparative analysis aims to
clarify the intricacies of the Illuminationist tradition and the ongoing significance of
Suhrawardi and Sadra's philosophical contributions.

Historical Context of Illuminationist Philosophy

The rise of the Illuminationist school of Islamic philosophy is set in a complex historical
framework that includes the synthesis of various intellectual currents from various civilizations.
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In order to fully comprehend the origins of Illuminationist philosophy, one must study the
historical context of Islamic thought, following its lineage back to Greek, Persian, and Islamic
philosophical traditions. One should also look closely at the major players and advancements
that preceded the well-known thinkers Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra.

Early Islamic era philosophers engaged dynamically with a range of pre-Islamic philosophical
systems to form a unique intellectual tradition that became known as Islamic philosophy. The
foundation for the fusion of Greek philosophy with Islamic theology and mysticism was laid
by early Muslim intellectuals' translation and analysis of Greek philosophical writings,
especially during the Abbasid Caliphate (Adamson, 2018).

Philosophical activity flourished during the Islamic Golden Age, with Baghdad functioning as
a thriving hub of intellectual exchange. Important roles were played by individuals like al-
Kindi, al-Farabi, and Avicenna (Ibn Sina) in the transmission, interpretation, and synthesis of
Greek philosophical concepts within an Islamic framework. The foundation for later
advancements in Islamic philosophy was established by the writings of these early philosophers
(Adamson, 2018).

The indigenous Persian intellectual heritage of Persia, which has its roots in pre-Islamic and
Zoroastrian philosophy, had a major impact on the development of Islamic philosophy. Persian
intellectuals who combined aspects of Persian mystical and philosophical traditions with
Islamic philosophy were Avicenna and al-Ghazali (Netton, 2006).

In the midst of this intellectual turbulence, the Illuminationist tradition developed during the
Middle Ages as a unique philosophical movement. Illuminationist philosophers aimed to
develop a metaphysical framework emphasizing the importance of illumination and intuitive
knowledge in understanding ultimate truths, building on the ideas of earlier Islamic
philosophers and taking inspiration from mystical traditions like Sufism (Corbin, 1998).

Al-Farabi and Avicenna were influential individuals in the period preceding the rise of
Illuminationism, as their writings helped to integrate Greek and Islamic philosophical concepts.
Iluminationist philosophy flourished because of Avicenna's establishment of a coherent
philosophical theory and Al-Farabi's focus on the value of intelligence (Leaman, 2008).

Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi, who is frequently credited as the originator of Illuminationism,
brought these intellectual currents to completion. Suhrawardi distinguished himself from the
dominant philosophical currents of his era by synthesizing the philosophical traditions of the
Greek, Persian, and Islamic cultures and emphasizing the importance of intuitive knowledge
(Aminrazavi, 2007).

Mulla Sadra’s inventive metaphysical framework further enhanced the llluminationist tradition
by drawing on Suhrawardi's ideas and combining aspects of Avicenna's philosophy. Within the
larger history of Islamic philosophy, Sadra's dynamic ontology and his theory of existential
motion are noteworthy innovations (Rizvi, 2010).

Greek, Persian, and Islamic philosophical thought are among the many intellectual traditions
that have come together to shape Illuminationist philosophy throughout its historical context.
The advent of individuals such as Suhrawardi and Sadra signifies the apex of centuries of
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intellectual investigation and integration, signifying noteworthy turning points in the
development of Islamic philosophy.

Metaphysical Foundations

The philosophical underpinnings of the llluminationist tradition, as expounded by Mulla Sadra
and Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi, provide significant understandings of the essence of life and
reality. Suhrawardi's metaphysical framework is based on his concept of "Light" (Noor), while
Sadra offers new insights into the essence of being through his expansion and critique of
Suhrawardi's concepts.

Suhrawardi breaks from traditional metaphysical ideas that are common in Islamic philosophy
in his conception of "Light" as the underlying principle of reality. Suhrawardi depicts Light not
just as a physical reality but also as a metaphysical metaphor encompassing the illuminating
essence of existence in his fundamental work "Hikmat al-Ishrag” (Philosophy of Illumination)
(Aminrazavi, 2007). According to Suhrawardi's ontology, light is the source of all existence
and gives reality its brightness and makes sense.

The idea of a hierarchical ontology, in which existence emanates from the Supreme Light in a
cascade of emanations, is fundamental to Suhrawardi's metaphysical framework. According to
Amin Razavi (2007), this hierarchical structure represents the progression of being, with higher
levels of reality having more brilliance and perfection. Thus, Suhrawardi's ontology offers a
cogent framework for comprehending the intrinsic orderliness of the world and the
interdependence of all existence.

Suhrawardi's metaphysical framework, meanwhile, was not without its detractors and
opponents. Later within the Illuminationist tradition, Mulla Sadra provided a convincing
refutation of Suhrawardi's theories while building upon them to create his own unique
metaphysical framework.

Sadra's theory of "Substantial Motion" (al-harakat al-jawhariyya), which upended conventional
ideas of change and becoming, was one of his most important contributions. Sadra's theory of
Substantial Motion views existence as a dynamic process of ongoing alteration, in contrast to
Suhrawardi's static ontology, which proposed a fixed hierarchy of being (Rizvi, 2010). Sadra
holds that all entities experience an ontological flux in which they constantly realise their innate
potential and progress towards their ultimate perfection.

Sadra's theory of Substantial Motion has significant ramifications for comprehending the
essence of existence. It highlights the dynamic and processual aspect of existence rather than
the static and deterministic view of reality that permeates orthodox metaphysics (Rizvi, 2010).
By means of Substantial Motion, Sadra provides a thorough metaphysical framework that takes
into consideration the intricacies of the world, so resolving the perceived conflict between
permanence and change.

The Hluminationist tradition's metaphysical underpinnings, as clarified by Suhrawardi and
developed by Mulla Sadra, provide important insights into the nature of reality and the
fundamental laws of existence. Sadra's theory of Substantial Motion brought novel viewpoints
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that still influence philosophical debate today, while Suhrawardi's notion of Light and
hierarchical ontology prepared the way for later advances in Islamic metaphysics.

Epistemological Perspectives

Within the framework of the llluminationist tradition, the epistemological viewpoints of Mulla
Sadra and Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi provide important insights into the nature of knowledge
acquisition and the processes by which people understand metaphysical truths. Sadra
synthesizes Illuminationist concepts with Avicennan epistemology and develops the concept
of Existential Cosmology to explicate the nature of human knowledge and understanding, while
Suhrawardi emphasizes the importance of intuitive knowledge and critiques Aristotelian logic.

The foundation of Suhrawardi's epistemology is the idea of Ishrag, or intuitive knowledge,
which he regards as the most trustworthy method of understanding metaphysical facts.
Suhrawardi contends that the intellect has an inbuilt ability to understand the luminous
substance of reality in his "Philosophy of Illumination," independent of discursive reasoning
or sensory awareness (Aminrazavi, 2007). Suhrawardi claims that Ishraq gives people the
ability to directly perceive the brightness of life and, as a result, understand the fundamental
principles of reality.

An essential component of Suhrawardi's epistemological system is his criticism of Aristotelian
logic, which he believes is insufficient for understanding metaphysical truths. In contrast to
Avristotelian syllogistic reasoning, which is based on deductive reasoning and formal logic,
Suhrawardi emphasizes the importance of intuition and illumination for understanding the
inner workings of the universe (Aminrazavi, 2007). In Suhrawardi's view, the intellect is a
bright tool that can penetrate the layers of material existence and grasp the transcendent realities
that lie beyond.

Mulla Sadra's epistemological perspective, on the other hand, combines aspects of discursive
reasoning and intuitive knowing, synthesizing Illuminationist ideas with Avicennan
epistemology. Sadra recognizes that intuitive perception is crucial for understanding
metaphysical truths, but he also understands that pure intuition is insufficient to fully grasp the
complexity of the world (Rizvi, 2010). Sadra thus suggests a complex epistemic strategy that
incorporates both discursive and intuitive methods of learning.

Sadra's theory of Existential Cosmology (al-huduth al-wujudi), which holds that human
knowledge is inevitably connected to the existential truths of the world, is one of his most
important contributions to epistemology. Humans are active participants in the process of
creating reality, both shaping and being influenced by the dynamic unfolding of existence,
according to Sadra (Rizvi, 2010). Thus, Existential Cosmology highlights the reciprocal
relationship between human knowledge and the universe, emphasizing the interconnectedness
of knower and known.

Sadra's theory of existential cosmology has significant ramifications for comprehending the
nature of human cognition and knowing. Sadra provides a comprehensive framework that takes
into consideration the dynamic interactions between subject and object, knower and known, by
placing knowledge within the larger framework of existential becoming (Rizvi, 2010). This
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epistemological viewpoint rejects conventional ideas of knowledge as a static depiction of
reality and views it as a dynamic process of interaction with a constantly changing
environment.

Within the llluminationist tradition, Suhrawardi and Sadra's epistemological stances provide
unique, although complementary, insights into the nature of human knowing and
understanding. While Sadra synthesizes these concepts with Avicennan epistemology and
creates the concept of Existential Cosmology to clarify the dynamic interplay between the
knower and known, Suhrawardi emphasizes the role of intuitive insight and critiques
Aristotelian reasoning.

Ontological Frameworks

Within the Illuminationist tradition, Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra put forth
ontological frameworks that offer significant insights into the nature of reality and the interplay
between various modes of existence. Sadra offers a dynamic ontology of continuous becoming
and the concept of the unity of existence, which redefines the relationship between the material
and spiritual realms, in contrast to Suhrawardi's static hierarchical ontology, which emphasizes
the role of the intellect and the inherent luminosity of reality.

Suhrawardi's ontological framework is typified by a static hierarchy of being, in which
existence is emanation after emanation from the Supreme Light. Suhrawardi asserts that the
intellect is essential for understanding this hierarchical structure and the bright core of reality
(Aminrazavi, 2007). The intellect transcends the boundaries of sensory observation and
discursive reasoning by gaining access to the deep workings of the cosmos through intuitive
insight and illumination.

Suhrawardi's emphasis on reality's intrinsic luminosity—, which he views as the fundamental
principle underlying all existence—is central to his ontology. According to Suhrawardi's
metaphysics, light permeates reality, giving it comprehensibility and structure (Aminrazavi,
2007). Understanding the interconnectivity of all beings and the intrinsic balance of the cosmos
is made easier with this emphasis on brightness.

Mulla Sadra's ontological approach, on the other hand, introduces a dynamic ontology of
ongoing becoming, departing from Suhrawardi's static framework. Sadra views reality as an
ongoing process of unfolding and transformation rather than as a set of fixed categories of
existence (Rizvi, 2010). Sadra holds that all creatures experience existential motion, in which
they constantly bring their innate potentials to life and progress toward their ultimate
perfection.

The connection between the material and spiritual realms is fundamentally reinterpreted in
Sadra's concept of the oneness of existence (wahdat al-wujud). Sadra holds that all existence
ultimately stems from a single, unifying reality that takes on many different forms and
modalities of existence (Rizvi, 2010). The spiritual and material components of reality are
interwoven parts of a single whole that reflects the fundamental unity of existence rather than
existing as distinct worlds.
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Sadra's theory of the oneness of existence has far-reaching ramifications since it contradicts
conventional dualistic views of reality and provides a comprehensive framework for
comprehending the interplay between the material and spiritual aspects of existence. Sadra's
ontology expands our awareness of the universe' fundamental unity and the interdependence of
all entities by going beyond the bounds of dualism.

Within the llluminationist tradition, Suhrawardi and Sadra put out ontological frameworks that
provide different but complementary viewpoints on the nature of reality. Sadra offers a
dynamic ontology of continuous becoming and the concept of unity of existence, which
redefines the relationship between the material and spiritual realms, in contrast to Suhrawardi's
static hierarchical ontology, which emphasises the role of the intellect and the inherent
luminosity of reality.

Comparative Analysis
Comparative Analysis of Suhrawardi and Sadra in Islamic Philosophy

Thanks to their individual contributions to the Illuminationist tradition, two well-known
personalities in the Islamic intellectual tradition—Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi and Mulla
Sadra—have permanently altered the discourse on Islamic thought. Their philosophical
frameworks' comparative study uncovers areas of agreement as well as disagreement,
providing insights into the growth of Islamic philosophy and the Illuminationist tradition.

e Points of Convergence

The belief that intuition should come first in philosophical investigation is one of the main
areas of agreement between Suhrawardi and Sadra. In order to immediately grasp philosophical
truths and get beyond the constraints of discursive reasoning and sensory observation, both
philosophers stress the significance of intuitive knowledge (Ishrag) (Aminrazavi, 2007). Their
mutual dedication highlights their understanding of the limits of reason and the need for
intuitive understanding to reach more profound levels of reality.

Moreover, both Suhrawardi and Sadra support the fusion of philosophical and mystical
research modalities. Their involvement with mystical traditions, especially Sufism, and their
attempt to integrate mystical insights with philosophical discourse are seen in Suhrawardi's
emphasis on the illuminating essence of reality and Sadra's concept of unity of existence (Rizvi,
2010). This synthesis enhances each of their metaphysical frameworks and adds to the
comprehensive character of their philosophical investigations.

e Points of Divergence

Suhrawardi and Sadra show notable distinctions in their ontological understandings and
metaphysical frameworks, despite areas of agreement. Their different views on existence and
reality are a major area of difference. According to Aminrazavi (2007), Suhrawardi's static
hierarchical ontology holds that being emerges from the Supreme Light in a predefined order
and maintains a fixed hierarchy of being. Sadra's dynamic ontology, in contrast, disavows
categorical definitions of existence and views reality as an ongoing process of becoming in
which all entities experience existential motion and change (Rizvi, 2010).
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Their perspectives on the interaction between the material and spiritual realms also differ from
one another. Sadra presents the idea of unity of existence, which reinterprets the interaction
between the material and spiritual elements of reality, whereas Suhrawardi stresses the inherent
luminosity of reality and the role of the intellect in seeing this luminosity (Aminrazavi, 2007;
Rizvi, 2010). Sadra's theory stresses how all entities are interconnected within a single, unified
reality, transcending conventional dualistic ideas.

Implications for the Development of Islamic Philosophy and the Illuminationist Tradition

Suhrawardi and Sadra's parallels and discrepancies have important ramifications for the
evolution of Islamic philosophy and the Illuminationist tradition. Their mutual dedication to
intuition and the assimilation of mystical insights enhances Islamic philosophy's intellectual
terrain and draws attention to how diverse philosophical investigation is within the Islamic
tradition.

Moreover, these areas of disagreement subvert accepted metaphysical presumptions and open
the door for novel advancements within the llluminationist tradition. Sadra offers new insights
into the nature of reality and existence with his dynamic ontology and concept of oneness of
existence, which mark substantial departures from Suhrawardi's static framework (Aminrazavi,
2007; Rizvi, 2010).

Comparing Suhrawardi and Sadra demonstrates the diversity and variety of the llluminationist
tradition by pointing out both areas of convergence and divergence. Though their divergent
ontological conceptions and metaphysical frameworks provide fresh perspectives for
philosophical investigation within Islamic philosophy, their common dedication to intuition
and the integration of mystical experiences contributes to the holistic character of their
philosophical investigations.

Further Significance
Synthesis of Traditions in the Philosophies of Suhrawardi and Sadra

Two of the greatest thinkers in Islamic philosophy, Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi and Mulla Sadra,
focused on the challenging challenge of combining different mystical and philosophical
traditions inside Islam. Through their efforts, extensive philosophical systems that drew from
various intellectual currents, such as Aristotelianism, Sufism, and Neoplatonism, were created.
A major component of their philosophical work is represented by this synthesis, which
demonstrates their dedication to developing coherent frameworks that tackled the complex
nature of reality.

e Suhrawardi's Synthesis
Suhrawardi combined aspects of Aristotelianism, Sufism, and Neoplatonism into his

philosophical system. He is frequently credited as the creator of the Illuminationist school of
thought. Suhrawardi embraced the idea of the "Light of Lights" as the fundamental basis of
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existence, derived from Neoplatonic sources. This concept he understood to be the origin of all
illumination and understandability in the universe (Corbin, 1998). Suhrawardi's hierarchical
ontology, in which existence emanates from the Supreme Light in a cascading succession of
emanations, and his stress on the importance of light are clear examples of this Neoplatonic
influence.

Moreover, Suhrawardi modified Aristotelian ideas to suit his Illuminationist framework, but
he nevertheless included ideas like the hierarchy of souls and the active intellect in his
philosophy (Corbin, 1998). He placed a strong emphasis on how the intellect might directly
grasp philosophical truths and go beyond the bounds of discursive reasoning and sensory
perception.

Suhrawardi also heavily borrowed from Sufi symbolism and metaphysics, including mystical
understandings into his philosophical discourse. He connected Illuminationist philosophy to
Sufi mysticism by using Sufi terms like "Ishrag™ (illumination) and "Ishragiyyun” (followers
of illumination) to characterise his philosophical system and its adherents (Aminrazavi, 2007).

e Sadra's Synthesis

Mulla Sadra developed Suhrawardi's discoveries and combined Illuminationist ideas with
Avicennan and Sufi metaphysics to create a dynamic and all-encompassing philosophical
framework. Similar to Suhrawardi, Sadra included Neoplatonic ideas—most notably, the
notion that the One is the origin of all existence—into his ontology (Rizvi, 2010). Sadra's
understanding of the One, on the other hand, was different from Suhrawardi's, stressing the
One's dynamic and active character as the principle of ongoing creation and emission.

Sadra reconciled Illuminationist ideals with Avicennan ideas by incorporating them into his
philosophy, including the essence-existence dichotomy and the thesis of the supremacy of
existence (Leaman, 2008). The theory he created, known as "Substantial Motion" (al-harakat
al-jawhariyya), holds that all entities are always evolving, realising their innate potential and
striving for ultimate perfection.

Sadra's concept of "unity of existence™ (wahdat al-wujud) also reflects his connection with Sufi
metaphysics; it stresses the interconnectivity of all entities within a single, unified reality,
transcending standard dualism concepts (Rizvi, 2010). This Sufi influence highlights Sadra's
dedication to fusing intellectual debate with mystical insights, adding spiritual depth to his
metaphysical framework.

Implications and Contributions
The way that Suhrawardi and Sadra's philosophies synthesise traditions shows how hard they

worked to develop coherent, all-encompassing philosophical systems that addressed the
complex nature of reality. They developed the Illuminationist legacy as a vigorous and dynamic
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intellectual tradition inside Islam and enhanced the intellectual landscape of Islamic philosophy
by incorporating parts of Aristotelianism, Neoplatonism, and Sufism.

Their blending of traditions opened the door for creative advancements in Islamic philosophy,
encouraging later generations of scholars to interact with a variety of scholarly streams and
pursue novel lines of investigation. Their all-encompassing frameworks have a lasting impact
on philosophical discussions both inside and outside of the Islamic world, underscoring the
importance of their contributions to humankind's intellectual legacy.

Influence of Suhrawardi and Sadra on Later Islamic Thinkers

Mulla Sadra and Shahab al-Din Suhrawardi's philosophical theories have had a significant and
long-lasting influence on later Islamic mystics and philosophers. Their writings acted as
touchstones for intellectuals from all eras, encouraging the growth and extension of their
philosophical investigations. Comprehending how subsequent scholars interpreted and reacted
to the writings of Suhrawardi and Sadra offers important new perspectives on the significance
and continued applicability of their philosophical investigations.

e Suhrawardi's Influence

Subsequent Islamic thinkers found great resonance in Suhrawardi's philosophy, which placed
great stress on enlightenment, hierarchy of being, and integration of mystical truths. Ibn Arabi
is a well-known person who was influenced by Suhrawardi; his mystical philosophy has
elements of the llluminationist ideology. Suhrawardi's idea of the luminous essence of reality
and the connectivity of all things is similar to that of Ibn Arabi's "Unity of Being" (wahdat al-
wujud) (Chittick, 2004).

Moreover, Mulla Hadi Sabzavari and other later Islamic philosophers found resonance with
Suhrawardi's beliefs. The 17th-century Persian philosopher Sabzavari built upon and expanded
upon Suhrawardi's philosophical ideas in his magnum opus "Asrar al-hikmah" (Secrets of
Wisdom), by drawing upon his ontology and epistemology (Sabzavari, 2001).

e Sadra's Influence

Mulla Sadra's philosophy, which was notable for its unity of existence, substantial motion
doctrine, and dynamic ontology, had a profound impact on later Islamic thought. Iranian
philosopher and theologian Allama Muhammad Husayn Tabatabai, who lived in the 20th
century, is among the most well-known individuals who were influenced by Sadra.

Sadra's impact may be seen in the metaphysical and hermeneutical framework of Tabatabai's
massive book "Tafsir al-Mizan™ (The Balance of Interpretation), a thorough exegesis of the
Quran (Tabatabai, 2003). In his interpretation of Quranic verses, Tabatabai incorporates Sadra's
ideas of existential motion and unity of existence, offering a deep metaphysical foundation for
comprehending the spiritual aspects of Islamic literature.

Furthermore, Sadra's theories still influence Islamic theologians and philosophers today,
influencing the conversation around Islamic philosophy in the modern day. Sadra's philosophy
has been studied in depth by academics like Hossein Nasr and Muhammad Legenhausen, who
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have investigated its relevance to current problems in philosophy, theology, and spirituality
(Nasr, 2001; Legenhausen, 1999).

Implications and Insights

Later Islamic scholars' reactions to and interpretations of the writings of Suhrawardi and Sadra
offer important new perspectives on the philosophical questions they raised and their continued
significance. Philosophical, theological, and mystical themes are still being explored and
developed as a result of their ideas, which are stimulating intellectual discourse both inside and
outside of the Islamic community.

Scholars can have a clearer grasp of the development of Islamic philosophy and the lasting
significance of Suhrawardi and Sadra's contributions to the human intellectual legacy by
following their influence on other Islamic philosophers. Their concepts act as links between
many schools of thought, encouraging communication and interaction between various
civilizations.

"From the luminous corridors of Suhrawardi's insight to Sadra's dynamic embroidery of
existence, their philosophies resonate as beacons guiding the seeker through the labyrinth of
Islamic thought, illuminating paths yet untraveled." By Dr Chaman Hussain.

Conclusion

We have examined the philosophical frameworks of Mulla Sadra and Shahab al-Din
Suhrawardi in the context of Islamic philosophy in this comparative analysis, paying particular
attention to their points of agreement, disagreements, and potential effects on the
Illuminationist tradition as a whole. This investigation has produced a number of important
conclusions and revelations.

Suhrawardi and Sadra demonstrate a strong belief in the superiority of intuition in philosophical
investigation, stressing the significance of intuitive knowledge (Ishraq) as a method of directly
grasping metaphysical truths. Their synthesis of philosophical discourse with mystical insights
enhances each of their metaphysical frameworks, adding to the complexity of Islamic
philosophy.

Suhrawardi and Sadra do, however, also show notable distinctions in their ontological
conceptions and philosophical frameworks, even in spite of their areas of agreement. Sadra
offers new insights into the nature of reality and existence by introducing a dynamic ontology
of ongoing becoming and the concept of unity of existence, in contrast to Suhrawardi's static
hierarchical ontology, which emphasises the intrinsic brightness of reality.

It is impossible to overestimate the lasting impact of Suhrawardi and Sadra's contributions to
Islamic thought. Their original ideas and philosophical investigations have made a lasting
impression on Islamic philosophy, influencing later generations of thinkers and determining
the course of the Illuminationist tradition. By demonstrating the connections between many
intellectual currents within the Islamic tradition, their fusion of mystical insights with
philosophical discourse has enhanced the intellectual terrain of Islamic philosophy.
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| see many opportunities for future research in the area of comparative Islamic philosophy.
Future studies should examine the philosophical foundations and contributions to Islamic
thought of other significant luminaries in the Illuminationist tradition through a more thorough
comparative investigation. Furthermore, research on how Suhrawardi and Sadra's concepts
received and interpreted in various intellectual and cultural situations may help to clarify the
significance and continued applicability of their philosophical investigations.

Finally, a comparison of the philosophical frameworks of Suhrawardi and Sadra sheds light on
the intricacies of Islamic philosophy and the lasting importance of their contributions. The
legacy of Suhrawardi and Sadra will surely continue to influence the discourse of Islamic
thought for many years to come as scholars investigate and discuss their views.
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