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Abstract

This research aims to examine variations in speech accents in the context of Japanese
language learning in Medan City. The main focus includes characteristics of Japanese
accents, factors influencing the formation of speech accents, and implications of the
findings for teaching methods. Through this approach, this research seeks to understand
how Japanese language learners in Medan City face and overcome the challenges of
speech accents. The research methodology uses a qualitative approach by interviewing
students and analyzing recorded speech data. It is hoped that the results will contribute to
a deeper understanding of the dynamics of Japanese language learning outside of its
native environment.
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1. Introduction

To understand and master Japanese, one crucial aspect is emphasizing the accent of
speech. Speech accent is an important element in achieving effective and authentic
communication in Japanese. This research focuses on variations in speech accents in
target words taught in Japanese language learning in Medan City.

The city of Medan, as one of the educational and cultural centers in Indonesia, has an
active Japanese language learning community. Various institutions and communities
organize Japanese language courses to fulfill people's interest in Japanese culture and
language. In this context, it is important to understand how speech accents are learned
and applied by Japanese language learners in Medan City.

This research will explore various types of speech accents that may appear in target words in
Japanese language teaching in Medan City. By understanding these variations, it is hoped that
we can provide a more comprehensive view of the accent aspect in Japanese language
learning outside of its native environment. Apart from that, this research can also provide
valuable input for the development of teaching methods that are more effective and oriented
to the needs of the Japanese language learning community in Medan City.

2. Theoretical basis

This study focuses on the important role of speech accents in Japanese language learning
in Medan City. Japanese accent and intonation have distinctive characteristics, and
understanding the factors that influence accent formation is key to achieving authentic
communication. The city of Medan, as a center for cultural and educational activities, has
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an active community of Japanese language learners. Factors such as the instructor,
learning environment, and communicative experience can influence speech accent. This
research will explore the implications of the findings for Japanese language teaching
methods in Medan City, to improve students' understanding and use of speech accents.

3. Data and Methodology

Types of accents on target words and methods

In the analysis of the type of accent on the target word in the research, Shun Shirota's
concept of accent type was used in his book Nihongo No Oto (Onseigaku to On'inron).
According to Shirota (1993:114) there are four types of accent according to the mora
count in words, namely: (1) Heiban type, Heiban form (Heiban shiki, Heiban gata) in this
type of accent, the mora/first syllable is only pronounced in a low tone , and for the next
mora/syllable it is pronounced in a high tone; (2) Kifuku type, Odaka form (Kifuku shiki,
Odaka gata). This type of accent is the same as the Heiban type, namely the mora/first
syllable is only pronounced in a low tone, but if the vocabulary is followed by an
auxiliary word (for example, the auxiliary word ga), then the auxiliary word ga from the
vocabulary is pronounced in a low tone; (3) Kifuku type, Nakadaka form (Kifuku shiki,
Nakadaka gata) this type of accent mora/the first syllable is pronounced in a low tone, the
middle part is pronounced in a high tone and the next part is again pronounced in a low
tone; and (4) Kifuku type, Atamadaka form (Kifuku shiki, Atamadaka gata) this type of
accent is the opposite of the Heiban type accent, Heiban form, in this type only the first
mora/syllable is pronounced in a high tone and the next is pronounced in a low tone.

Based on the opinion above, this analysis will refer to the concepts above, namely
Heiban form (low to high), Odaka form (low-high on the next syllable-to low if followed
by auxiliary words), Nakadaka form (low-high on the next syllable). middle- to low), and
Atamadaka form (high to low).

4. Results

a) Vocal Tone Flow [i] and[w] In the Early Syllabus

Table 1 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words iki and wifi

iKi wfi
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End | Position | Beginning | End Position
1 |RN 16.09 1145 |1 Q 15.23 1543 | N
2 R1U 16.55 15.57 | TN 15.81 13.67 | NT
3 |R2U 15.08 17.77 | N 14.40 17.78 | N
4 |RI1H 15.00 13.56 | NT 15.63 -0.26 | NT
5 R2H 12.55 17.05 | TN 12.46 16.38 | NT
Table 2 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words ikiyw and witswrw
ikiyw witswrw
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End [ Position | Beginning [ End | Position
1 RN 14.18 12.97 | NT 2.17 11.13 |NT
2 R1U 15.82 16.11 | TN 17.33 19.52 | TN
3 |R2U 2.27 16.21 | N 14.80 16.90 | TN
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4

R1H

15.76

27.32

TN

15.59

12.23

5

R2H

12.33

15.94

TN

12.92

18.68

Table 3 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words ikimasw and witfikefi

ikimasw witfike[i
No | SPEAKER — — — —
Beginning | End | Position | Beginning | End [ Position
1 RN 11.88 14.74 [NT 3.45 14.99 | N.M
2 R1U 16.66 18.99 | TN 5.42 19.77 | N
3 R2U 14.47 15.06 |N 15.04 1224 [ Q
4 R1H 14.74 13.22 |Q 14.04 1181 | Q
5 R2H 11.88 1474 [NT 12.62 17.69 | N
b) Vocal Tone Flow [i] and[w] In the Middle Syllable
Table 4 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words ¢cikw and ¢pukuw
ciku $ukw
No |SPEAKER — — — —
Beginning | End | Position [Beginning [ End | Position
1 RN 15.23 14.26 | Q 16.09 13331 Q
2 R1U 17.29 18.87 |N 16.89 20.69 | TN
3 R2U 15.04 1791 | TN 14.67 17.76 | NT
4 R1H 16.76 1456 [NT 15.03 13.75 1 Q
5 R2H 13.30 18.72 | TN 13.13 19.00 | TN
Table 5 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words pikari and takwsan
pikayi takwisan
No |SPEAKER —— — — —
° Beginning | End | Position |Beginning | End [ Position
1 RN 11.54 8.35 |NT 0.39 2.72 | NTM
2 R1U 16.61 16.17 | TN 16.19 19.81 | NTN
3 R2U 15.11 349 |NT 14.58 1496 | N
4 R1H 15.52 1354 |Q 15.20 15.24 | N
5 R2H 13.52 15.61 | TN 15.26 190 | TNT

Table 6 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words tswkayerw and kapuseyw

tswkarerw kapuwiserw
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End [ Position [Beginning [ End | Position
1 RN 0.37 0.37 [NMT 18.57 499 | NT
2 R1U 17.37 19.16 |NTN 15.55 21.40 [ NTN
3 R2U 14.30 591 |NT 14.65 17.74 | TN
4 R1H 15.11 14.49 (TN 28.11 13.44 | Q
5 R2H 13.89 18.80 | TN 8.96 16.38 | N

C) Vocal Tone Flow [i] and[w] In Final Syllabus




Table 7 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words hafi and tatsm
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hafi tatsw
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End | Position [Beginning | End | Position
1 RN 16.26 17.80 |N 14.64 10.22 | Q
2 R1U 18.19 17.80 |NT N 15.06 2153 | NTN
3 R2U 13.84 3.84 |NT 2.52 16.35 | N
4 R1H 14.97 1256 [NT 15.26 13.00 | NT
5 R2H 13.84 1754 |N 13.55 1851 | TN
Table 8 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words ippiki and swka:}w
ippiki swka:pu
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End | Position [Beginning [ End | Position
1 RN 10.68 11.06 | NT 5.44 14.66 | N.M
2 R1U 18.38 19.98 (TN 15.76 19.98 | NT N
3 R2U 15.76 18.03 |NT 16.43 19.16 | TN
4 R1H 15.55 11.29 |1 Q 15.90 11.79 |1 Q
5 R2H 12.16 1793 | TN -0.34 18.43 | N
Table 9 Vowel Tone Flow [i] and [w] in the words swkijaki and aimasw
swikijaki aimasw
No | SPEAKER Beginning | End | Position | Beginning | End | Position
1 RN 18.16 16.59 | T™M 16.79 13.83 |1 Q
2 R1U 18.51 20.07 | TN 16.79 13.83 | Q
3 R2U 15.99 1781 | TN 13.92 1272 1 Q
4 R1H -0.26 0.27 |NT 13.23 -001 | Q
5 R2H 13.20 16.03 |N 11.99 879 |Q
d) Types of vowel accents [i] and [wi] in the initial syllable
Table 10 Vowel accents [i] and [w] in two syllables in the initial syllable
iki wfi
No | Speaker |/i/ kil /w/ /fi/
Tone | Tone |Tone Accent Tone |Tone | Tone Accent
1 RN 16.09 | 16.19 |11.45 |highto 15.23 |15.23 |15.43 |lowto
low high
2 R1U 16.55 | 12.69 |15.57 |highto 15.81 [16.70 | 13.67 [highto
low low
3 R2U 15.08 | 15.08 |17.77 [lowto 14.40 (1456 | 17.78 |lowto
high high
4 R1H 15.00 | 17.50 |13.56 [highto 15.63 [16.79 |-0.26 |highto
low low
5 R2H 1255 (10.78 |17.05 [lowto 12.46 [11.20 | 16.38 [highto
high low
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Table 11 Three-syllable vowel accents [i] and [w] in the initial syllable

ikigw wsuIu
No | Speaker |/i/ ki/ /ra/ Ja/ /sw/ | /rw/
Tone | Tone |Tone Accent Tone |Tone | Tone Accent
1 RN low to low to
14.18 | 17.77 |12.97 . 12.17 119.00 |11.13 |,.
high high
2[RV 1582 [1402 [1611 |MIN© 14735 |1465 |1052 |MINTO
low low
3 IRV 1997 1418 [1621 |1V 1480 [1390 |16.90 |lOV
high high
4 R 576 (1305 |27.32 |MIN 11559 |16.03 | 1223 |MINTO
low low
5 R o531 1154 [1504 [MINO | 1505 [11.08 | 1868 |0V
low high
Table 12 Vowel accents [i] and [w] of four syllables in the initial syllable
ikimasw wtfikefi
N |Speak |/i/ kil | Imal |/sw/ /| M1/ ftol | /fi/
o |er Ton | Ton | Ton |Ton |Accent | Tone |Tone | Tone | Tone | Accent
e e e e
1 |RN 118 | 12,6 | 169 (14.7 |lowto 345 147 |154 |156 |lowto
8 3 3 4 high to 8 4 6 high
low
2 |[R1U 166 |16.9 | 146 (18.9 |lowto 542 542 |165 [19.7 |lowto
6 6 6 9 high 8 7 high
3 |[R2U 144 |14.4 | 144 (150 |lowto 15.0 |15.0 |15.2 [12.2 |highto
7 7 7 6 high 4 4 3 4 low
4 |R1H 14.7 [ 147 (150 (13.2 |[lowto 140 |14.0 |13.2 [11.8 |highto
4 4 1 2 highto |4 4 8 1 low
low
5 [R2H 11.8 [ 13.0 [ 16.9 (14.7 [lowto 126 (126 [13.2 [17.6 |lowto
8 6 3 4 highto |2 2 8 9 high
low
e) Types of vowel accents [i] and [w] in the middle syllable
Table 13 Vowel accents [i] and [w] in two syllables in the middle syllable
ciku dukw
No | Speaker |/ci/ /kw/ /pw/ | /ka/
Tone | Tone [Tone Accent Tone |[Tone | Tone Accent
1 RN 15.23 | 14.76 |[14.26 |highto 16.09 |15.51 |13.33 |highto
low low
2 R1U 17.29 (18.04 (18.87 [lowto 16.89 (13.46 | 20.69 (lowto
high high
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3 R2U 15.04 | 28.06 | 17.91 |lowto 14.67 [26.27 |17.76 |lowto
high to high to
low low

4 R1H 16.76 | 12.75 | 14.56 | highto 15.03 [15.66 | 13.75 |highto
low low

5 R2H 13.30 | 0.66 18.72 | low to 13.13 (12.47 |19.00 |lowto
high high

Table 14 Vowel accents [i] and [w] of three syllables in the middle syllable
kit WS

No |Speaker |/i/ il | o/ /| sw/ | /ow/

Tone | Tone Tone Accent Tone |Tone | Tone Accent

1 RN low to low to

1418 | 17.77 | 1297 |, . 12.17 [19.00 |11.13 |,.
high high

2 RV lisg2 (1402 | 1611 [N 14735 (1465 |1052 |MINTO
low low

3 IRV 197 1418 | 1621 [P | 1480 [13.90 |1690 |0V
high high

4 R 576 [ 1305 | 2732 [MIN | 4559 1603 | 1223 |MINTO
low low

S IR 1oas 1154 | 1504 [N 11005 (1108 | 1868 1OV
low high

Table 15 Vowel accents [i] and [w] of four syllables in the middle syllable

swkarerw kapuwserw

N |[Speak |[/sw/ |/ka/ |/te/ |/tw/ Ikal |/pul | Isel /ew/

o |er Ton [Ton |Ton | Ton |[Accent [To |Ton | Tone [ Tone |Accent
e e e e ne |e

1 |RN 0.38 [ 129 | 119 [0.37 |lowto 18. [18.6 | 4.40 499 |lowto

9 6 highto |57 |[7 high to
low low
2 |R1U 173 [19.1 | 143 [19.1 low to 15. |13.0 | 16.62 [ 21.4 |highto
7 1 0 6 hiah 55 |3 0 low to
g high
3 |R2U 14.3 1147 |16.3 (591 |highto 14. [16.6 |14.11 |17.7 |lowto
0 9 4 low 65 |2 4 high
4 |R1H 151 |15.0 [119 (144 ]highto |28. (28.1 | 2256 |13.4 |highto
1 1 0 9 low 11 |1 4 low
5 |R2H 138 | 143 | 126 |18.8 |lowto 8.9 [8.96 [11.98 [16.3 |lowto
9 6 9 0 high 6 8 high
f) Types of vowel accents [i] and [w] in the final syllable
Table 16 Vowel accents [i] and [w] in two syllables in the final syllable
hafi tatsw
No
Speaker hal | /fi/ |Accent | /tal  |/sw/ Accent |
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Tone |Tone |Tone Tone |[Tone |Tone
1 RN 16.26 |17.80 |17.80 |lowto 14.64 116.17 [10.22 |highto
high low
2 R1U 18.19 (19.50 |17.80 |highto 15.06 [14.08 ([21.53 |[lowto
low high
3 R2U 13.84 (15.35 |3.84 |highto 252 [14.36 |16.35 |lowto
low high
4 R1H 1497 (15.11 |12.56 |highto 15.26 |15.51 |13.00 |highto
low low
5 R2H 13.84 |16.47 |17.54 |lowto 13.55 (0.42 18.51 |highto
high low to
high
Table 17 Three-syllable vowel accents [i] and [w] in final syllables
ippiki swka:puw
No | Speaker |/ip/ pi/ kil /sw/  |/ka:  |/pu/
Tone |Tone |Tone Accent Tone |[Tone |Tone Accent
1 RN 10.68 [13.85 |11.06 |lowto 544 |[15.06 |14.64 |lowto
high to high
low
2 R1U 18.38 [13.15 [19.98 |lowto 15.76 (18.29 (19.98 |lowto
high high
3 R2U 15.76 |27.23 |18.03 |lowto 16.43 [(14.26 [19.16 (lowto
high to high
low
4 R1H 1555 (15.39 |11.29 |highto 15.90 |18.90 |11.79 |highto
low low
5 R2H 12.16 |1.66 17.93 |[highto -0.34 [15.66 |18.43 |lowto
low to high
high
Table 18 Vowel accents [i] and [w] of four syllables in the final syllable
swkijaki aimasu
N |Speak |/sw/ |/ki/ |/ja/ |/Kki/ la/ fif /ma/ | /sw/
o |er Ton | Ton [Ton |Ton |Accent |Tone [Tone | Tone | Tone | Accent
e e e e
1 |RN 18.1 |17.3 | 165 (165 |highto |12.8 |14.2 |[14.2 |8.36 | highto
6 9 9 9 low 4 4 4 low
2 |R1U 185 |[17.8 [14.2 (20.0 [lowto 16.7 [16.7 |[13.8
1 2 5 7 high 9 9 3
3 |R2U 159 (142 (178 [17.8 |[lowto 13.9 (139 |[12.7
9 8 1 1 high 2 2 2
4 |R1H - 13.4 | 7.44 10.27 |lowto 13.2 [13.2 |-0.01
0.26 |5 highto |3 3
low
5 |R2H 13.2 [ 155 | 155 [16.0 |low to [11.9 [11.9 |8.79
0 3 3 3 high 9 9
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No. |[Say Syllables TypeAccent

1. iki i-Ki high to low

2. ushi u-shi low to high

3. ikiru i-ki-ru low to high

4, utsuru u-tsu-ru low to high

5. ikimasu i-ki-ma-su low to high to low
6. uchikeshi u-chi-ke-shi low to high

7. |hiku hi-ku high to low

8. fuku fu-ku high to low

9. pikari pi-ka-ri low to high

10. |takusan ta-ku-san high to low

11. |tsukareru tsu-ka-re-ru low to high to low
12. | kapuseru ka-pu-se-ru low to high to low
13. | hashi ha-shi low to high

14. |tatsu ta-tsu high to low

15. |ippiki ip-pi-ki low to high to low
16. |sukaafu su-kaa-fu low to high

17. | sukiyaki su-ki-ya-ki high to low

18. |aimasu ai-ma-su high to low

The phonetic data from the table above shows that the type of Japanese accent is a tone
accent, where only two tones are used, namely a high tone and a low tone. Tone accent
can function as a differentiator of meaning.

5. Conclusion

Based on the type of accent spoken by Japanese model speakers, of the 18 target words in
this study, the results showed that there were six target words that had a type of accent
form Atamadaka,namely high tone to low tone. The target words are: iki, hiku, fuku,
takusan, tatsu, and sukiyaki. Meanwhile, the Heiban accent type, namely low tone to high
tone, has four target words, namely: ushi, uchikeshi, hashi, and sukaafu. And the rest are
types of Nakadaka form of accent, namely low to high to low, namely the words ikiru,
utsuru, ikimasu, pikari, tsukareru, kapusan, ippiki, and aimasu.

So, based on the analysis above, it can be concluded that of the 18 target words
spoken by speakers who were learning Japanese, the result was that for RIU speakers only
three words had the correct accent type when referring to the accent type of Japanese
speakers. The target words with the correct accent type are the words iki, uchikeshi, and
sukaafu. Meanwhile, in other target words, R1U speakers have the wrong type of accent,
namely the words ikiru, utsuru, hiku, fuku, takusan, kapuseru, tatsu, pikari, ippiki,
sukiyaki, aimasu, ushi, hashi, ikimasu, and tsukareru.

Furthermore, speakers of R2U Japanese learners have five words with the correct
accent type, namely the words ushi,ikiru, utsuru, ippiki,and like it. R1H Japanese language
speakers also have five words that have the correct accent type, namely the words iki,
ikimasu, hiku, fuku, and tatsu. Among R2H Japanese language speakers, the speakers with the
most correct accent types were six words, hamely utsuru, ikimasu, uchikeshi, pikari,
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hashi, and sukaafu. Based on the analysis of the target words, the results also showed that
there were five words for which all Japanese language learners did not have the correct
accent type, namely the words takusan, sukareru, kapuseru, sukiyaki, and aimasu.
Meanwhile, the target word with the most accent type correct by Japanese language
learning speakers is the target word sukaafu, namely three Japanese language learning
speakers said it correctly.

Thus, in principle, the sound control of word accent patterns for speakers of
Japanese language is not correct, so appropriate teaching patterns are needed based on
intonation and tone of pronunciation.

Reference

1. Inoue, K. (2020). "The Role of Accent in Japanese Language Learning." Journal of Language
Education Research, 15(3), 123-145.

2. Tanaka, M. (2018). Japanese Pronunciation: A Comprehensive Guide. Tokyo Publishing.

3. Medan Japanese Language School. (2019). "Accent Patterns in Japanese Language Classes:
A Case Study in Medan." Language Learning Symposium Proceedings, 25(2), 67-88.

4. Sato, Y. (2017). Mastering Japanese Aesthetics in Speech. Osaka Publishers.

5. Nakamura, S. (2019). "Acquiring Japanese Intonation: Challenges and Strategies for Learners in
Non-Native Environments.” International Journal of Language Acquisition, 8(1), 55-72.

6. Medan Cultural Exchange Center. (2020). "Language Learning Dynamics: A Study on
Japanese Language Pronunciation in Medan." Conference on Multilingual Education
Proceedings, 30(4), 112-130.

7. Hiroshi, N. (2016). A Guide to Japanese Phonetics. Kyoto Books.

8. Medan Japanophile Community. (2021). "Exploring Accent Variation: Insights from
Japanese Language Enthusiasts in Medan." Language Enthusiast Journal, 12(3), 89-104.

9. Yamamoto, H. (2015). "Exploring Prosody in Japanese Speech: A Focus on Language
Acquisition.” Journal of Applied Linguistics, 7(2), 45-63.

10. Medan Language Institute. (2018). "Japanese Pronunciation Challenges Among Medanese
Learners: A Classroom-Based Study." Asian Language Studies Journal, 14(1), 112-130.

11. Suzuki, T. (2019). Sounds of Nihon: A Practical Guide to Japanese Pronunciation. Tokyo Press.

12. Medan Japan Studies Association. (2022). "Teaching Japanese Accent in Medan: Insights
from Language Instructors." Asia-Pacific Journal of Language Education, 21(4), 225-242.



