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Abstract:
Internal migration is a key factor influencing a country’s population size, structure,

characteristics as well as socio-economic development. Over the years, with
increased socio-economic development, internal migration has increased in the
country. The Census of India reveals that in 2011, migrants based on place of last
residence were 453 million, accounting for 37.5 per cent of the total population in
India, which is twice the number in the year 1971 (159 million). The key objective of
this paper is to explain the flow of interstate migration in terms of trends, patterns,
streams and reasons for in & out-migration, 2011. Secondary data from the Census
of India, from 1991-2011 has been used to calculate the male, female and total
migration rate, stream-wise distribution, and reasons for migration (1991-2011).

The study finds that both the male and female migration rates increased (male 14.79
to 23.03 & female 41.64 to 52.17) from 1991 to 2011, with rural-to-rural migration
being more dominant than other streams (U-R and U-U )for both the sexes in India.
Marriage is the main reason for total migration but males were more prone to out-
migrate for job/employment. The stream of rural to urban migration showed a higher
percentage (48.5%) in 2011 due to increased employment opportunities in urban
areas. In terms of interstate migration, Goa recorded a higher percentage than other
states, throughout the time. However, the rate of interstate out-migration was more
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significant for Bihar (30 per 1000 population) attributed to employment
opportunities. Union Territory (UT) like Chandigarh (121.3 per 1000 population)
contained huge migrants to about every reason for migration in India, 2011. During
the period, intra-district migration steadily declined with education and employment
being the major reasons for the migration of women in recent times, then marriage.
Keywords: Internal migration, Distance migration, Migration stream, Reasons for
migration, Migration in India.

1. Introduction
Migration is a constant and dynamic phenomenon. It is a significant process of social

evolution from time immemorial. People moving from one area to another are always
guided by specific needs of their time. Since ancient times, it is a common
phenomenon for people to migrate to more developed areas for better opportunities.
With the expansion of transportation and communication, migration has become an
intrinsic part of the global process of rapid urbanization and industrialization. In most
countries, with industrialization and economic development, there is a movement of a
high percentage of people from remote hamlets to towns/cities/metropolitan/inter-
continents (Lusome& Bhagat, 2006; Bhagat & Mohanty, 2009). Human migration is
one of the most significant attributes in the field of population studies or demography
and is observed not only as a simple physical movement of people but also as a
complex social procedure that affects several aspects of socio-economic life.
Associated with settlement, economic use of the land, development of productive
forces, education, and development purposes, it has played a significant role over
time. Volumes and directions of migration streams are associated with each social
formation as well as emerging economies, development and resettlement of
populations (Bright and Thomas, 1941). The migration stream is the most noticeable
and impressive feature in the growth of cities and is also considered as an essence of
urbanization around the globe in the Indian scenario, prime cities have noticed an
increase of around 75 per cent of their population due to net rural to urban migration
(Massey1990,Masseyet. al,1998). In the middle of the 20th century, the volume of
inter-state migration in India was low attributed to less frequent available means of
transport and also due to the predominance of agriculture, the rigidity of the caste
system, presence of joint families, the diversity of language and culture, food habits
along with lack of knowledge about other developed regions (Zachariah, 1964,
Narain, 1972 & Nair, 1985).

The number of international migrants or people residing in a country other than their
country of birth has increased more or less linearly over the past forty years from an
estimated 76 million in 1965 to 188 million in 2005. The largest number of migrants
comes from the state of Uttar Pradesh and Bihar which are categorized by very low
societal and financial development indexes.
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According to the Census of India, approximately 453 million people have migrated
across the country in 2011, constituting 38 per cent of the total population in India.
Interstate out-migration too increased four times in 2011 (219.4 million) as compared
to the 2001 census (41.1 million). In 1971 the quantum of internal migration was
reported around 159 million (ORGI, 1971). NSSO data shows that Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Jharkhand and West Bengal dominate in the extent of out-migration,
whereas growing states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, and Delhi dominate in the
extent of in-migration (NSSO, 2010). According to the latest census (2011), the
volume of the total flow of in-migrants to Kerala increased t03.29 million, (ORGlI,
2011). Only 4.4 million out of 16.8 million migrants coming from outside the state
belonged to this stream of rural-to-rural migration. The rural to urban migration was
higher (38 per cent) indicating that more people are migrating to cities for
employment. (Paul, 2019 & Das at el., 2020). According to Narayana
&Venkiteswaren (2013), the interstate in-migrant labourers in Kerala are more than
25 lakhs. In 2001, rural to rural migration accounted for 54.7% and rural to urban
16.5% of total migration within India. Women constitute 66.5% of total migration
(Mitra and Murayama, 2009).

Migration is a natural phenomenon which has been in practice for ages and refers to a
permanent change of usual place of residence people migrate from one place to
another place because of the search for employment, studies, and a better standard of
living (Lucas 1997 and Stark & bloom 1985). There are several demographic and
socioeconomic factors such as age, sex, educational attainment, social group or caste,
religion, poverty, and size of landholding that affect migration (Brauw 2007,
Deshingkar& Grimm 2005; Deshingkar 2006; Zhang et al. 2009 and Pham & Hill
2008). The interstate inequality in various socio-economic dimensions of
development like per capita income and agricultural productivity (labour) are noted to
be on the rise and on the view of slowing down interstate mobility; is an alarming
situation (Kundu, 2003; Das & Saha, 2013 and Paul, 2019). In India, it has been
found that social and economic status plays a decisive role in the process of
migration. Economic status is also an important factor in the process of rural to urban
migration. In India, it has been found by several studies that the rich are more
migratory than the poor. The author’ argued that the poorer households from the
surplus labour regions do not seem to migrate to the urban areas to the same extent as
the richer household migrates. Bhagat (2009) argues in his study that it is not the poor
and disadvantaged people who are migrating more, but more migrants belong to
better-off sections of Indian society. The stability in the spatial pattern of migration is
a prominent feature. As stated, in India, major volumes of migrants are migrating
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Jharkhand. On other
hand, the main receiver states are Maharashtra, Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana. A
chunk of migrants was to Maharashtra alone (Paul, 2019). The share of rural-urban
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migrants was 55% in 2001 which declined to 46% in 2011. Urban to rural migration
was 8% compared to 22% rural to urban (Bhagat, 2012). On average 3.7 million
people are moving from rural to urban areas, while 1.4 million people returned from
urban to rural in 2011(Bhagat and Keshri, 2018). Based on this background and
literature review, the present study is an attempt to a proper understanding of the
levels, trends patterns, and reasons for out-migration In India. This study would help
in understanding the current scenario of quantum flow out-migration across India.

2. Database and Methodology
In the present study, secondary data from the years 1991 to 2011 has been used from

the Census of India. Total male-female populations were taken from the ‘Primary
Census Abstracts’ (PCA) of India (1981, 1991, 2001 & 2011), while data for
migration was obtained from the D series. Migrants Classified by Place of last
residence, sex and duration of residence in place of enumeration, 1991-2011 were
used from the D-2 series, Migrants by place of the last residence, duration of
residence and reason for migration, 1991-2011 from D-3 and Migrants by place of the
last residence by states and districts in India, duration 0-9 years. The analysis
comprises of various types rates and proportions. To comprehend the patterns of
internal migration in more detail, the rural and urban areas in the study are treated
separately. Based on the place of last residence and the place of enumeration, internal
migrants are further classified into four migration streams: (1) Rural-Rural (R-R), (2)
Rural-Urban (R-U), (3) Urban-Urban (U-U), (4) Urban-Rural (U-R). Similarly,
distance-wise migration was further categorized into three types - Intra-district, Inter-
district and Interstate migration. Descriptive statistics like percentages and rates have
been used to illustrate the trends, levels and patterns of internal migration in India. A
brief description of the methods and the formulas used in the study are provided
below.

Where,

m = Percentage of Migrants

M = Number of migrants of ith categories

P = Total migrants from a place of origin to a place of destination.
k = a constant, usually 100

Interstate out Migration: It is calculated to represent the spatial pattern of
migration. It is defined as the total number of migrants of particular districts at the
origin place to move to other states of the destination place. The rate of inter-state
migration is calculated.

Where,
m; = Inter-state Out migration rate
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Mi = Numberofout — migrants from ith states & UT's
Pi = Total population of the ith states & UT's
k = a constant, usually 1000

3. Results

3.1Trends of Internal Migration
From the given figure 1 it depicted that nature of male migration declined from

1971-1991 thereafter rising upto 2011 (22.6). In case of female migration two times
higher then the male migration. Overall migration rate has been increased in India
(1971-2011).

Figure 1: Trends of Internal migration in India, 1971-2011
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3.2 Distance Migration
Table 1 shows the percentage distribution of internal migrants in India by different

categories. There are various streams of migration associated with the degree of
economic and social development in the area of origin as well as the area of
destination. Results depict that while the intra-district migration reduced drastically
from 64.96% in 1981 to 61.68% in 2011, the other two streams of distance migration,
inter-district and interstate have increased marginally over the years.
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Table 1: Percentage distribution of types of distance migration in India, 1981-2011

Census Year 1981 1991 2001 2011
Intra-District 64.96 62.14 62.57 61.68
Inter-district 23.02 26.05 24.12 26.26
Inter-State 12.02 11.82 13.31 12.06

Source: Table D-02, census of India 1981-2011

3.3 Migration Stream
Table 2 depicts four types of migration streams in India during 1991-2011. It is clear

from the results that more females were engaged in rural-to-rural migration which
indicates that they were more prone to a shorter distance migration. Rural to rural
migration is higher than the other three streams during 1991-2011 but the percentage
gradually declined from 64.5% in 1991 to 53.8% in 2011 (males from 43.5% to
31.3% and females from 72.3% to 63.3%). On the other hand, the rural to urban
migration (17.7% to 19.7%) and urban to urban migration (11.7% to 19.7%)
increased over time. The urban to rural migration decreased to 4.7% in 2001 from 6%
in 1991 and thereafter increased to 6.8% in 2011. Male migration was highest in rural
to rural streams followed by rural to urban and urban to urban. The female migration
was found to be higher in rural to rural stream followed by urban to urban and rural to
urban.

Table 2: Migration streams in India, 1991-2011

TOTAL MALE FEMALE
MIGRATION STREAM

1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011
Rural-Rural 645 627 538 435 366 313 723 721 633
Rural-Urban 177 191 197 300 342 301 132 137 153
Urban-Rural 60 47 68 75 63 86 54 42 60
Urban-Urban 117 135 197 190 229 299 91 100 154

Sources: Table D-03, Census of India, 2011& 2001, D2 1991, excludes the Last residence outside
India, Authors Calculated

3.4 Reason for Migration

Table 3 presents the reasons for the migration from the last residence during 1991-
2011. Marriage emerged as the most prominent reason for migration compared to all
other reasons, accounting for 56.14 % in 1991 to 46.64% in 2011. In the case of male
migration, employment continued to be the main reason till 2011: 26.96 % in 1991
and 24.06 % in 2011. Whereas for female migration, marriage was found to be the
dominant factor reported for 76.12 % in 1991 and 66.74 % in 2011.
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Table 3: Reasons for migration by the duration of all residence, India, 1991-2011

1991 2001 2011
Reason for Migration Total Males Females Total Males Females Total Males Females
Employment 8.77  26.96 180 951 28.09 1.66 9.07 24.06 2.06
Business 2.30 6.86 055 0.90 2.55 0.20 0.78 1.83 0.29
Education 1.93 4.84 082 1.07 2.55 0.44 1.20 2.27 0.70
Marriage 56.14 3.99 76.12 49.64 2.33 69.61 46.64 3.70 66.74
Family Moved 1534  26.62 11.01 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Moved after Birth NA NA NA  5.02 9.94 294 749 1392 4.47
Moved with HHs NA NA NA 13.68 19.39 11.27 1423 20.02 11.52
Calamities 0.48 1.09 0.25 NA NA NA NA NA NA
Others 15.04  29.65 9.45 20.19 35.15 13.87 20.58 34.2 14.21

Source: Table D-3, Census of India 1991-2011

3.5 Distribution of Interstate Out-migration rate in India
Figure 2 depicts the distribution of interstate out-migration rate in India during 1991-

2011. At the national level, the interstate out-migration rate continued to upturn since
1991. In 1991, India’s overall interstate out-migration rate was 13 per thousand
people which increased to 16 per thousand people in 2001, which again increased by
one point in 2011. At the state level, 11 states revealed a positive growth rate of
interstate out-migration whereas the rest of the states and all UTs showed negative
growth from 1991 to 2001. Among the states and UTs, the states of Bihar and
Mizoram registered a significant increase of 2 times while Dadra & Nagar Haveli and
Lakshadweep showed a decrease of 3 times and 2 times respectively from 1991 to
2001. In comparison with states, in terms of interstate out-migration rate, the UTs
exceeded for both the decades (2001 and 2011). Among the UTs, the rate of interstate
out-migration in Puducherry increased approximately by 3 times (30-87) followed by
Lakshadweep (24-50) and Delhi (26-46) wherein the increase was about 2 times
during 2001-2011. While all the UTs showed a positive increase in the out-migration
rate, only Daman & Diu (33 to 29) presented a negative growth rate of interstate out-
migration. Among all states, while in 14 states the rate of interstate out-migration
increased, in 8 states the rate decreased and in the rest of the states remained the
same. Among the aforesaid 8 states, Mizoram (36 to 8) was found as a state of having
drastic declined interstate out-migration rate followed by Chhattisgarh (19 to 12) and
Bihar (33 to 29). In opposition, Haryana (18 to 29) delineated a remarkable increase
in this rate followed by Goa during 2001-2011. Chandigarh dominated among all
states and UTs for having the highest out-migration rate as a whole (123 to 119) and
gender-wise. Among the UTs, 6 UTs (except Lakshadweep and Puducherry) showed
a negative rate. During 1991-2001, 23 states showed negative and the remaining 8
states and UTs presented a negative growth rate in interstate male migration rate. In
that time only Lakshadweep had a significant decrease of more than 3 times (52 to
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34). On contrary, it was found that Lakshadweep (14 to 47) had the highest positive
increase in interstate male out-migration rate followed by Puducherry (44 to 75)
during 2001-2011. Among all the states, Mizoram (35 to 7), Nagaland (38 to 10),
Haryana (39 to 19) along with 15 states had a negative rate of interstate out-migration
and only 7 states named Bihar (21 to 31), Orissa (10 to 15), Uttar Pradesh (21 to 25),
Arunachal Pradesh (12 to 14), Manipur (12 to 14), Kerala (13 to 14), West Bengal (9
to 10) depicted a positive interstate rate. It is clear from the results that at the national
level, the interstate female out-migration rate was higher in comparison to males from
1991 to 2011. From 1991 to 2001, only 9 states revealed an increased rate, while the
rest depicted a decline. Among the decreased states and UTs, only Lakshadweep had
a significant decrease of about more than 4 times. But from 2001 to 2011, among all
the states and UTs, the increase of interstate female out-migration rate was highest in
Puducherry (37 to 98) that is a 3-time increase followed by Lakshadweep (19 to 53)
and Delhi (33 to 55). The share of interstate female out-migration rate had declined to
about four times in Mizoram (36 to 8) followed by Nagaland (26 to 13) and
Chhattisgarh (21 to 13) during 2001-2011. The rest of the states like Haryana (28 to
41), Sikkim (12 to 21), Madhya Pradesh (14 to 20), Rajasthan (18 to 23) and other 19
states tend to increase in interstate female out-migration rate during 2001-2011.
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Figure 2: Interstate Out-migration rate per thousand in India, 1991-2011
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Table 4 depicts the trend and pattern of migration rate across India. In 1991, the
average migration rate of India was 27.43 with male and female migration rates of
14.64% and 41.23% respectively.
In comparison to males, the average female migration rate was high. The top ten
states and UTs where the out-migration rate was prominently high in the 1991 census
were Chandigarh (63.1%), Andaman & Nicobar Islands (53.81%), Goa (45.44%),
Delhi (39.52%), Himachal Pradesh (35.61%), Punjab (34.32%), Arunachal Pradesh
(33.76%), Gujarat (33.08%), Madhya Pradesh (32.75%), and Maharashtra (32.26%).
The bottom ten states where the migration rate was comparatively low were Manipur
(6.42), Nagaland (10.57), Meghalaya (15.04), Mizoram (15.44), Uttar Pradesh
(21.39), Lakshadweep (21.42), Tamil Nadu (24.04), Assam (24.14), Bihar (24.93),
and West Bengal (26.25). In 2001, India's average migration rate was 30.58 with
Chandigarh (64.33) and Meghalaya (16.35) having the highest and lowest migration
rates respectively. Chandigarh (64.3), Goa (58.25), Andaman & Nicobar Islands
(48.9), Puducherry (47.31), Daman & Diu (45.04), Delhi (43.42), Maharashtra
(43.06), Gujarat (37.93), Punjab (37.73), and Arunachal Pradesh (37.47) were the top
10 states and UTs with the highest migration rate. Meghalaya (16.35), Manipur
(17.4), Jammu & Kashmir (17.8), Nagaland (19.14), Uttar Pradesh (24.8), Bihar
(24.68), Tamil Nadu (25.36), Assam (25.48), Jharkhand (27.57), and Kerala (28.86)
had the lowest migration rates. The average male migration rate (17.54) was found to
be less compared to the female migration rate (44.55). Chandigarh (65.18) and
Meghalaya (15.27) had the highest and lowest female average migration rates
respectively. Also, the highest and lowest male migration rate was observed in
Chandigarh (63.61) and Bihar (5.3) respectively. Goa (77.39), Chandigarh (67.09),
Daman & Diu (63.57), Andaman & Nicobar Islands (58.58), Puducherry (55.49),
Dadra & Nagar Haveli (53.62), Maharashtra (51.02), Punjab (48.91), Kerala (48.89),
Delhi (45.65) had the highest migration rate, while Jammu & Kashmir (22.57),
Meghalaya (26.17), Bihar (28.02), Nagaland (28.31), Uttar Pradesh (44.2),
Lakshadweep (30.83), Jharkhand (31.45), Rajasthan (32.47), Tripura (33.63),
Mizoram (34.63) had the lowest migration rate.
The female average migration rate was 53.23 percent and higher than the male
average migration rate of 22.62 %. Overall, India's average migration rate was 27.43
percent in 1991, grew to 30.58 percent in 2001, and then increased to 37.47 percent in
2011. Females played an important role in migration over the last three decades, as
they registered a higher rate than males.
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Table 4: Levels trend and pattern of migration (Percentage) in India, 1991-2011

1991 2001 2011

States & UTs T M F T M F T M F

Andhra Pradesh 2951 1866 40.67 3079 2035 4146 392 2731 5117
Arunachal Pradesh 33.76 3195 3587 3747 37.11 37.88 44,01 40.12  48.16
Assam 2413 17.82 3096 2548 1923 3218 3254 2012 4551
Bihar 2493 525 4664 2468 52 4586 2802 818  49.64
Chhattisgarh NA NA NA 3315 171 4938 3577 1855 53.15
Goa 4544 372 5397 5825 5136 6542 7739 7135 836
Gujarat 3308 1062 4748 3793 2537 5158 446 3153 5883
Haryana 314 1394 5158 3582 1854 5591 4266 2454 6328
Himachal Pradesh 3561 19091 5171 3607 1853 5419 4134 2106 62.22
Jammu & Kashmir NA NA NA 178 1253 2371 2257 1195 3453
Jharkhand NA NA NA 2757 1153 4462 3145 1351 50.36
Karnataka 2987 2021 39.93 3133 2116 41.88 4105 295 5292
Kerala 2818 2067 3542 2886 21.86 3548 4889 4025 56.86
Madhya Pradesh 3275 17.19 4946 30.19 1332 4855 3491 1743 53.68
Maharashtra 3226 2336 4178 4306 3326 53.69 51.02 4084 61.97
Manipur 642 532 757 174 142 2067 2875 1936 38.22
Meghalaya 1504 1633 1319 1635 174 1527 2617 2742 2491
Mizoram 1544 1382 1721 30.27 30.81 2969 3463 3403 3525
Nagaland 1057 1176 923 1914 2022 1793 2831  27.83 2881
Odisha 2662 1193 4176 3003 1331 4724 3494 166 5368
Punjab 3432 1854 5221 3773 2288 5467 4891 3353  66.1
Rajasthan 2878 1127 4804 29 1103 4852 3247 1286 5359
Sikkim 30.75 2809 3379 3457 3093 3874 4343 3658 5112
Tamil Nadu 2404 1633 3196 2536 2125 2952 4343 3482 5207
Tripura 29.46 2557 3357 3006 246 3582 33.63 2325 4445
Uttar Pradesh 2139 598 3893 248 835 4312 296 116 49.32
Uttaranchal NA NA NA 3618 2335 495 442 3004 5889
West Bengal 2625 1542 3806 313 1841 4511 3654 2057 5335
Andaman & Nicobar Islands  50.81 52.84 4832 489 49.08 4869 5858  56.03 61.49
Chandigarh 631 6205 6443 643 6361 6518 6709 6532 69.26
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 3012 2274 3787 356 3805 3259 5362 5197 5574
Daman & Diu 2662 2224 3114 4504 5057 3725 6357 6801 56.38
Delhi 3952 3884 4035 4342 4389 4286 4565 4417  47.36
Lakshadweep 2142 2736 1511 3049 3698 2364 3083 3518 26.23
Puducherry 3169 2529 3822 4731 4187 5275 5549 5014  60.65
India 2743 1464 4123 3058 1754 4455 3747 2262 5323

Source: D-02 migration data, Census of India, 1991-2011
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Table 5 displays the distribution of reasons for migration in Indian states and union
territories in 2011. Total migration in India was highest in Chandigarh (121.3),
Puducherry (88.4), Lakshadweep (55.8), and Uttarakhand (36.7), and lowest in
Tripura (8.2) followed by Mizoram (8.3).
When only male migration was evaluated, the highest was in Chandigarh (106.7) and
Bihar (32.5), whereas the female migration rate was highest in Uttarakhand (44).
Moving with one's family or household was the most common reason for migration,
followed by other reasons and employment reasons. In 2011, Bihar had a high rate of
migration owing to employment (10.7), with male migrants registering a greater rate
(18.8). In comparison to other states and UTs, Rajasthan (0.7) has the highest rate of
migration due to business reasons. Manipur (3.3) had the highest rate of education-
related migration, while Gujarat had the lowest rate. Haryana state had the highest
overall marriage migration rate (11.9%), followed by Maharashtra (11%), whereas
Uttarakhand had the highest female marriage migration rate (21.7). Goa (3.0) was the
most dominant state in terms of migration related to move after birth and Uttarakhand
(12) state had the highest migration related to move with household. Among the
various other causes of migration in states Goa had the highest rate (4.5), and Chandigarh
dominated the UTs (18.6).
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Total migrants Work/employment Business Education Marriage Moved after birth ~ Moved with household Others

STATES & UTs T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F T M F
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 339 284  40.1 4.7 73 16 02 02 02 26 27 24 36 03 74 09 09 10 175 12.5 233 43 45 41
Andhra Pradesh 10.2 9.0 115 2.6 43 10 01 02 01 03 05 02 25 02 49 06 06 05 2.8 2.0 3.7 12 13 12
Arunachal Pradesh 16.0 150 171 2.2 36 06 02 03 01 24 31 17 30 01 60 02 02 02 5.3 43 64 28 34 21
Assam 9.8 101 9.5 3.2 54 09 02 04 01 04 05 02 18 02 36 01 01 01 2.8 21 3.6 12 14 10
Bihar 306 325 285 106 188 16 04 07 01 09 13 03 54 02 110 07 07 07 9.6 71 124 31 37 24
Chandigarh 1213 106.7 1391 171 259 63 10 13 06 18 19 17 158 06 343 123 122 123 54.7 43.3 68.6 186 214 153
Chhattisgarh 11.9 9.8 140 3.6 50 21 01 01 01 03 03 02 32 02 62 04 04 03 33 2.6 41 11 11 11
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 197 123 293 2.6 41 06 03 03 02 07 07 08 77 05 170 15 14 16 4.6 3.2 62 24 21 29
Daman & Diu 301 212 446 49 72 12 04 05 02 07 08 06 71 02 183 41 36 50 8.3 51 135 45 38 57
Goa 289 255 325 55 87 22 03 03 02 12 13 10 52 03 102 30 31 29 9.3 6.8 118 45 49 41
Gujarat 9.2 81 105 1.7 28 04 02 02 01 02 03 02 22 01 44 08 09 08 2.7 21 34 14 16 11
Haryana 301 191 426 44 71 13 03 04 01 07 08 06 119 03 252 11 12 11 8.8 6.5 114 29 28 30
Himachal Pradesh 260 220 301 59 104 13 02 02 01 14 17 10 69 03 137 10 1.0 09 8.0 5.6 105 27 28 25
Jammu & Kashmir 9.8 93 104 2.2 37 05 01 02 01 06 08 04 14 01 29 02 02 02 3.9 2.7 52 14 17 11
Jharkhand 210 172 249 61 100 19 02 03 01 0.7 10 04 74 03 148 04 04 04 4.2 31 54 20 21 19
Karnataka 157 127 188 3.2 50 13 02 02 01 02 03 02 43 03 84 17 18 17 4.0 31 50 20 19 20
Kerala 156 145 16.6 39 61 18 02 03 01 15 14 16 27 03 50 12 13 11 4.1 3.2 50 20 20 19
Lakshadweep 558 524 594 81 132 27 04 06 02 85 119 50 104 08 206 20 23 17 17.4 14.0 209 90 97 83
Madhya Pradesh 168 13.0 209 41 66 14 01 02 01 03 04 02 55 02 111 07 07 06 4.5 33 5.8 16 16 16
Maharashtra 111 9.0 134 2.0 33 07 02 02 01 02 02 01 29 01 58 09 09 09 33 24 4.3 17 18 16
Manipur 151 149 154 3.9 53 25 04 05 02 29 33 25 15 01 29 01 01 01 4.3 33 53 20 22 19
Meghalaya 10.0 85 115 1.8 29 07 02 03 01 08 08 07 29 07 51 01 01 o01 3.0 2.3 3.6 13 14 12
Mizoram 8.3 7.9 8.7 1.6 23 09 01 01 01 13 15 12 09 01 16 01 00 01 25 1.9 31 18 19 18
Nagaland 119 106 132 2.0 31 09 03 04 01 12 13 10 21 01 43 02 02 02 43 3.6 5.1 18 20 15
NCT of Delhi 466  38.7 557 89 140 29 06 09 04 10 11 08 96 04 202 12 12 12 19.1 14.3 247 62 68 55
Odisha 149 160 137 57 101 12 01 02 01 02 03 02 32 02 63 04 04 04 3.2 2.2 43 20 26 13
Puducherry 884 761 1003 5.4 88 22 03 03 02 15 17 13 171 17 319 375 391 359 14.6 12.7 164 120 117 124
Punjab 186 132 247 31 50 10 02 03 01 06 06 05 62 02 128 09 1.0 09 5.6 41 73 21 22 20
Rajasthan 206 175 239 44 77 10 07 12 02 03 05 02 58 02 118 11 11 10 6.0 45 75 23 23 22
Sikkim 176 142 213 31 47 13 02 03 01 23 29 16 51 02 1106 02 02 02 3.9 2.8 52 28 32 24
Tamil Nadu 107 102 113 29 48 11 02 03 01 02 02 02 23 04 41 06 07 06 31 24 39 13 14 13
Tripura 8.2 7.4 9.0 1.6 27 03 03 05 01 o5 07 03 21 01 41 01 01 01 2.6 2.0 31 11 12 10
Uttar Pradesh 253 257 248 84 148 13 02 04 01 05 06 03 49 02 100 07 07 07 8.0 5.9 103 27 31 22
Uttarakhand 36.7 297 440 87 154 16 02 03 02 09 12 07 108 03 217 06 06 05 12.0 8.1 161 35 38 32
West Bengal 111 104 1138 3.8 66 09 02 03 01 02 03 01 30 01 60 02 02 02 2.6 1.8 3.5 1.0 11 0.9
INDIA 171 167 196 5.0 85 12 02 04 01 04 06 03 43 02 86 08 08 08 5.4 4.0 68 20 23 138

Source: D-03 migration data, Census of India, 2011, duration of the last residence 0-9 year
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Table 6: Overall male reason for migration in India, 1991-2011

Employment Business Education Marriage Move with family Move with birth Move with HHs Calamities Others

States & UTs

1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011

Jammu & Kashmir NA 141 147 NA 1.0 23 NA 15 4.6 NA 2.8 6.6 NA NA NA NA 1.8 6.7 NA 150 288 NA NA NA NA 637 362
Himachal Pradesh 30.2 421 359 8.6 1.6 14 51 39 4.9 15 17 4.0 299 NA NA NA 5.0 11.0 NA 195 234 05 NA NA 241 262 194
Punjab 28.7 255 248 2.2 0.7 1.1 16 07 11 4.0 15 28 317 NA NA NA 83 217 NA 187 203 05 NA NA 313 445 283
Chandigarh 495 565 532 9.2 2.6 23 43 34 4.9 0.3 0.3 0.4 29 NA NA NA 52 9.7 NA 200 192 00 NA NA 146 120 103
Uttaranchal NA 379 383 NA 11 11 NA 36 55 NA 08 1.4 NA NA NA NA 1.4 6.3 NA 269 329 NA NA NA NA 283 145
Haryana 309 406 373 108 08 12 29 15 1.9 13 11 29 351 NA NA NA 38 115 NA 295 303 04 NA NA 186 226 149
Delhi 516 570 505 7.7 11 12 18 19 25 0.5 0.3 0.5 294 NA NA NA 2.3 55 NA 227 259 01 NA NA 88 147 139
Rajasthan 30.1 327 340 8.0 1.0 12 53 30 3.0 3.4 1.8 3.2 267 NA NA NA 82 179 NA 228 265 06 NA NA 259 306 141
Uttar Pradesh 238 199 252 6.6 0.9 17 44 19 3.3 9.1 3.7 6.1 246 NA NA NA 09 8.6 NA 155 251 1.0 NA NA 304 573 301
Bihar 328 170 167 5.9 1.0 13 78 31 3.2 104 6.0 104 213 NA NA NA 2.0 9.6 NA 151 178 15 NA NA 204 559 409
Sikkim 30.2 394 379 7.7 4.0 42 39 29 5.8 2.2 11 17 251 NA NA NA 2.3 5.7 NA 187 198 05 NA NA 304 316 249
Arunachal Pradesh 379 389 349 7.0 5.1 58 86 38 8.1 15 0.5 11 280 NA NA NA 13 3.6 NA 204 222 22 NA NA 149 301 242
Nagaland 372 226 331 150 6.3 69 59 25 114 1.0 0.4 13 235 NA NA NA 09 25 NA 116 225 07 NA NA 168 556 222
Manipur 235 66 9.2 8.0 19 33 12 14 4.5 33 0.9 26 404 NA NA NA 05 5.2 NA 135 275 06 NA NA 230 752 477
Mizoram 257 276 26.0 2.9 2.3 27 29 42 5.0 2.0 1.9 28 488 NA NA NA 1.9 4.9 NA 350 335 04 NA NA 173 272 251
Tripura 122 108 19.0 2.1 2.1 29 17 16 25 2.4 2.0 57 356 NA NA NA 08 3.7 NA 274 330 04 NA NA 457 555 331
Meghalaya 184 144 105 6.6 3.2 23 50 30 40 239 80 261 234 NA NA NA 17 4.3 NA 91 123 14 NA NA 213 607 406
Assam 151 124 172 8.3 6.8 67 31 12 2.1 2.9 1.6 33 370 NA NA NA 1.8 6.5 NA 196 292 94 NA NA 242 566 348
West Bengal 223 198 172 3.9 35 38 31 18 1.9 3.2 2.3 4.0 288 NA NA NA 89 193 NA 250 235 13 NA NA 373 387 303
Jharkhand NA 386 359 NA 1.8 1.7 NA 33 4.3 NA 31 6.9 NA  NA NA NA 25 8.6 NA 185 251 NA NA NA NA 323 176
Odisha 236 268 223 7.1 6.0 61 71 41 6.2 7.3 4.1 6.2 281 NA NA NA 2.6 9.7 NA 241 255 22 NA NA 246 323 239
Chhattisgarh NA 387 390 NA 1.2 11 NA 34 4.6 NA 35 5.2 NA NA NA NA 5.3 117 NA 264 281 NA NA NA NA 215 103
Madhya Pradesh 288 361 337 7.7 11 13 52 37 4.1 3.9 2.9 52 307 NA NA NA 6.9 164 NA 246 247 09 NA NA 228 248 148
Guijarat 242 239 294 160 116 57 42 22 2.2 3.0 11 2.3 227 NA NA NA 131 221 NA 190 207 03 NA NA 298 291 177
Daman & Diu 332 698 719 103 55 19 34 05 0.7 15 0.3 0.5 213 NA NA NA 48 9.3 NA 103 113 00 NA NA 303 8.8 4.4
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 326 636 617 173 81 40 73 03 23 6.3 1.4 1.9 237 NA NA NA 2.4 3.7 NA 123 184 04 NA NA 124 119 80
Maharashtra 241 372 319 114 1.0 13 53 26 3.4 1.2 0.7 25 203 NA NA NA 185 289 NA 177 186 06 NA NA 370 222 134
Andhra Pradesh 315 242 283 2.8 2.6 31 74 37 5.9 3.7 3.2 4.8 253 NA NA NA 103 215 NA 160 194 09 NA NA 284 401 171
Karnataka 262 281 288 3.4 2.3 24 65 44 4.8 2.8 2.4 3.7 248 NA NA NA 161 248 NA 145 180 12 NA NA 351 323 175
Goa 232 284 203 8.4 2.0 27 23 10 1.4 11 0.5 1.6 252 NA NA NA 313 405 NA 170 171 06 NA NA 392 199 164
Lakshadweep 451 455 473 2.2 0.3 04 36 57 51 0.6 0.4 11 232 NA NA NA 2.3 5.9 NA 240 242 01 NA NA 252 217 161
Kerala 157 131 9.2 13 0.8 06 22 13 0.9 8.9 8.4 74 376 NA NA NA 253 474 NA 247 242 01 NA NA 342 263 104
Tamil Nadu 319 188 259 40 1.2 12 45 18 35 3.8 2.3 4.8 247 NA NA NA 7.0 242 NA 148 226 08 NA NA 303 540 177
Puducherry 313 244 208 3.8 15 14 56 26 2.4 5.7 53 7.3 292 NA NA NA 237 333 NA 244 236 02 NA NA 241 181 112
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 46.0 524 442 47 3.3 27 23 17 2.6 1.4 0.5 1.0 257 NA NA NA 2.1 8.9 NA 234 231 02 NA NA 197 166 175
India 27.0 28.1 21.7 6.9 2.6 2.3 4.8 2.5 3.4 4.0 2.3 4.3 26.6 NA NA NA 9.9 20.2 NA 19.4 22.3 11 NA NA 29.6 35.2 19.8

Source: D-03 migration data, Census of India, 1991-2011, NA-Not Applicable; all durations
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Table 6 revealed the reason for male out-migration of all duration across the states &
UTs of India, 1991-2011. People migrating for employment were 27% in 1991, 28.1
% in 2001, and 27.7% in 2011. In 1991, 51.6% of Delhi's male population migrated
for work, rising to 57% in 2001 before falling to 50% in 2011. In Chandigarh, 49.5%
of the male population relocated for employment in 1991, 56.5% in 2001, and 53.2%
in 2011. Tripura had a low proclivity to move in pursuit of employment and thus had
the lowest percentage of migration among all the states and union territories. In 1991,
12.2% of the male population relocated for employment, which dropped to 10.8% in
2001 before rising to 19 % in 2011. The above table depicts that in India, the male
population had a lower tendency to travel for business objectives over the last three
decades. The country's male population migrating for business was 6.9% in 1991
which declined to 2.6% in 2001 and 2.3% in 2011. In 1991, Dadra and Nagar Haveli
had the highest percentage of male migration for business reasons among all states
and UTs (17.3%), but this declined to 8.1% in 2001 and then to 4% in 2011. When
compared to other states, in 1991 and 2001, the residents of Gujarat relocated in large
numbers for business purposes while Nagaland accounted for the highest percentage
of migration for business in 2011. In 1991, almost 16% of the population of Gujarat
migrated; by 2001, it had dropped to 11.6% and by 2011, it had dropped to 5.7%. The
lowest percentage bearing state was Kerala (1.3%) in 1991 and Lakshadweep (0.3%
and 0.4%) in 2001 and 2011. Education was one of the most important factors of
male migration across the country and abroad. In 1991, 4.8% of the male population
travelled for education, 2.5% in 2001, and 3.4% in 2011. Arunachal Pradesh had the
highest rate of migration for education (8.6%) in 1991, which decreased to 3.8% in
2001, and then increased to 8.1% in 2011. In 2001, the highest migration was in
Lakshadweep (5.57%) among UTs and Karnataka (4.4%) among all states and the
lowest percentage was found in Dadra& Nagar Haveli (0.3%) among UTs and Punjab
(0.7%) among all states. The highest and lowest percentage bearing among states and
UTs were in Nagaland (11.4%) and Daman & Diu (0.7%) in 2011. The male
migration for marriage was 4% and 2.3% and again 4% in 1991, 2001 and 2011
respectively. The highest and lowest migration occurred in Meghalaya (23.9%) and
Chandigarh (0.3%) in 1991. In 2001 Kerala (8.4%) had highest migration for
marriage and Chandigarh (0.3%), Delhi (0.3%) and Nagaland (0.4%) had lowest
migration. Meghalaya (26.1%) in 2011 experienced the highest migration for
marriage and while the lowest migration was in Chandigarh (0.4%) 2011. People
have relocated with their families to various locations and in 1991, 26.6% population
of the country migrated with their families. In 1991, the highest migrations were in
the states of Mizoram state (48.8) and the lowest migration in Maharashtra (20.3%).
the country's average migration was 9.9% in 2001, which increased to 20.2 in 2011.
The highest and lowest migrations with birth were Goa (31.3%) and Manipur (0.5%)
in 2001 and Kerala (47.4%) and Nagaland (2.5%) in 2011. Male people have to
migrate with the household to the destination area. The male population migrating by
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household was 1.1% in 1991, 19.4% in 2001, and 22.3% in 2011 respectively. There
were many reasons for migration and one of the most important determinants was
natural disasters such as drought, floods, and cyclonic events. The highest migration
was in Assam (9.4%) and there were two states/UTs—Chandigarh and Daman & Diu,
where no migration occurred due to calamities. The male people migrated for other
reasons to various places. The population of India migrated due to different reasons
was 29.6% in 1991 and 35.2% in 2001 and it declined to 19.8% in 2011. The highest
and lowest migrations due to different reasons were in Tripura (45.7%) and Delhi
(8.8%) in 1991 and Manipur (75.2%) and Daman & Diu (8.8%) in 2001. In 2011
Manipur (47.7%) and Daman and Diu (4.4%) again had the highest and lowest
migration respectively due to different other reasons.



Table 7: Overall female reason for migration in India, 1991-2011
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States & UTs Employment Business Education Marriage Move with family  Move with birth Move with HHs Calamities Others

1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 _ 2011
Jammu & Kashmir NA 13 14 NA 03 03 NA 04 11 NA 575 721 NA NA NA NA 07 19 NA 113 106 NA NA NA NA 284 124
Himachal Pradesh 16 20 31 05 01 01 12 08 14 791 781 772 115 NA NA NA 13 27 NA 101 105 02 NA NA 60 7.6 49
Punjab 1.9 1.7 2.5 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.6 0.3 0.5 77.8 68.7 65.8 11.2 NA NA NA 2.6 7.3 NA 9.9 12.7 0.1 NA NA 8.0 16.6 109
Chandigarh 34 54 49 04 04 03 24 23 35 325 332 346 485 NA NA NA 48 77 NA 438 390 01 NA NA 128 101 100
Uttaranchal NA 19 25 NA 01 02 NA 07 19 NA 661 645 NA NA NA NA 05 22 NA 188 228 NA NA NA NA 120 59
Haryana 13 20 27 06 01 02 06 04 06 8.3 729 712 114 NA NA NA 10 33 NA 157 168 01 NA NA 47 80 52
Delhi 2.9 4.1 3.8 0.6 0.2 0.3 0.8 0.6 09 406 340 377 486 NA NA NA 2.0 4.0 NA 473 443 0.1 NA NA 6.5 11.8 8.9
Rajasthan 12 12 16 04 01 02 04 02 05 845 803 816 73 NA NA NA 13 31 NA 8.3 90 01 NA NA 60 87 40
Uttar Pradesh 06 08 15 03 02 04 04 01 05 89 799 8L7 46 NA NA NA 01 14 NA 5.4 74 01 NA NA 50 134 72
Bihar 0.5 0.5 0.9 0.2 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.1 0.4 93.2 871 875 29 NA NA NA 0.2 11 NA 33 3.3 0.1 NA NA 2.5 8.7 6.6
Sikkim 54 69 59 11 04 06 22 16 38 492 484 533 237 NA NA NA 16 36 NA 195 169 03 NA NA 181 216 159
Arunachal Pradesh 46 85 89 06 05 13 44 25 67 360 261 341 458 NA NA NA 13 25 NA 359 277 08 NA NA 78 251 187
Nagaland 83 51 87 23 09 17 59 22 104 231 121 250 458 NA NA NA 09 22 NA 195 326 07 NA NA 139 593 195
Manipur 2.4 15 2.0 1.6 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.6 2.0 63.1 425 556 23.6 NA NA NA 0.3 2.3 NA 9.5 13.7 0.2 NA NA 8.5 451 237
Mizoram 52 85 101 11 14 18 20 37 47 160 151 180 632 NA NA NA 18 43 NA 453 378 03 NA NA 122 242 233
Tripura 22 15 24 04 02 02 05 05 09 417 480 647 256 NA NA NA 04 12 NA 215 175 02 NA NA 294 280 131
Meghalaya 56 38 45 22 05 06 48 27 47 257 139 206 389 NA NA NA 19 46 NA 140 177 11 NA NA 218 631 472
Assam 23 11 13 05 03 04 10 04 07 696 588 728 169 NA NA NA 06 15 NA 122 111 25 NA NA 83 266 122
West Bengal 14 12 12 02 02 03 05 02 04 748 700 729 110 NA NA NA 27 54 NA 122 93 03 NA NA 117 136 106
Jharkhand NA 09 15 NA 01 02 NA 03 09 NA 804 86 NA NA NA NA 05 16 NA 8.3 92 NA NA NA NA 95 50
Odisha 12 13 14 04 02 03 08 05 18 826 787 767 89 NA NA NA 06 23 NA 8.8 96 04 NA NA 57 9.8 80
Chhattisgarh NA 22 25 NA 01 02 NA 05 13 NA 738 759 NA NA NA NA 13 28 NA 133 132 NA NA NA NA 86 41
Madhya Pradesh 16 16 23 05 01 03 08 04 09 778 771 766 120 NA NA NA 14 39 NA 109 110 02 NA NA 71 86 50
Gujarat 21 12 24 16 07 07 10 06 08 713 657 625 129 NA NA NA 47 82 NA 150 166 01 NA NA 111 122 88
Daman & Diu 29 55 66 12 10 04 11 04 09 574 374 338 238 NA NA NA 67 128 NA 361 396 01 NA NA 136 128 59
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 29 45 42 21 12 05 17 02 15 664 437 470 204 NA NA NA 29 38 NA 321 37 02 NA NA 62 154 63
Maharashtra 16 27 37 14 01 05 13 07 13 624 591 571 148 NA NA NA 80 125 NA 169 164 03 NA NA 182 125 84
Andhra Pradesh 45 22 35 04 02 05 13 08 25 677 597 608 134 NA NA NA 39 83 NA 122 145 03 NA NA 123 210 99
Karnataka 28 26 38 04 02 04 12 09 18 655 632 614 146 NA NA NA 62 99 NA 112 136 03 NA NA 151 158 9.1
Goa 33 36 29 11 02 06 10 04 08 485 437 418 223 NA NA NA 195 252 NA 191 190 04 NA NA 234 135 96
Lakshadweep 91 84 95 16 00 03 33 45 59 1.8 1.6 27 726 NA NA NA 33 81 NA 668 611 01 NA NA 115 154 124
Kerala 27 23 17 03 01 01 12 06 05 583 545 509 202 NA NA NA 123 243 NA 151 160 01 NA NA 172 149 6.4
Tamil Nadu 43 31 45 06 03 03 15 09 18 630 439 506 150 NA NA NA 41 125 NA 126 181 03 NA NA 153 351 121
Puducherry 33 28 29 04 02 05 20 13 14 557 423 391 247 NA NA NA 150 215 NA 255 262 01 NA NA 138 129 84
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 35 40 49 03 02 02 18 13 24 291 348 3.8 55 NA NA NA 21 75 NA 467 350 01 NA NA 87 108 132
India 18 17 24 06 02 04 08 04 10 761 696 697 110 NA NA NA 29 62 NA 113 123 02 NA NA 94 139 81

Source: D-03 migration data, Census of India, 1991-2011, NA-Not Applicable; All durations
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Table 7 shows that female migration took place in India between 1991 and 2011 for a
variety of causes. The migration of females is influenced by the same factors as male
migration: employment, business, education, marriage, moving with a family, moving
with birth, moving with HH, catastrophes, and other factors. Female out-migration for
employment happened in India at a lower rate than male migration between 1991 and
2011. The percentage of a female who relocated for work was 1.8% in 1991, 1.7% in
2001, and 2.4% in 2011. In 1991, Lakshadweep (9.1%) and Bihar (0.5%) had the
highest and lowest percentage, in 2001, Arunachal Pradesh (8.5%), Mizoram (8.5%),
and Bihar (0.5%) had the highest and lowest percentage and in 2011, Mizoram
(10.1%) had the highest and Bihar (0.9%) had the lowest percentage in female
migration respectively. Bihar has seen the lowest female migration for employment in
the last three decades. Move for business, as shown in the table above, females have a
lower proclivity to migrate for business. In 1991, the average rate of female migration
due to business in India was 1.6 %, then 0.2 % in 2001, and 0.4 % in 2011. In 1991,
Nagaland (2.3 %) and Bihar, West Bengal (0.2 %) had the highest and lowest
percentage. In 2001, the state of Mizoram had a high migration (1.4%), whereas the
state of Lakshadweep had no migration. The highest and lowest were in Mizoram
(1.8%) and Himachal Pradesh (0.1%). Results from the table depict that there was
less tendency to move for education among the female than males in decades. The
rate of female migration due to education was very negligible gained from 1991-2011
(0.8 to 1.0%). Whereas in education causes out-migration was highest in North-
Eastern states like Nagaland (5.9%) followed by Lakshadweep and lowest were
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar last twenty years. But the marriage, a large
proportion of India's female population has migrated across the country. In India,
marriage-purposed mobility declined from 76.1% to 69.7% from 1991-2011. The
state-wise distribution, and the reason for marriage migration top in the northern
(Uttar Pradesh), eastern (Bihar, Jharkhand and Chattishgarh) and western states
(Rajasthan, Haryana). Another important cause of female migration across India was
the move with households. In 1991, the average population of female migrants due to
family relocation was 11% whereas, in 1991, Lakshadweep (72.6%) and Bihar (2.9%)
had the most and lowest migration-bearing states respectively. The average
population of female migrants due to move with birth was 2.9% in 2001 and it
increased by 6.2% in 2011.

People are also forced to relocate owing to calamities such as drought, flood, and
cyclones, which occurred in 1991. The highest female migration took place in Assam
(2.5%), with the average percentage of the population migrating owing to natural
disasters in India being 0.2%. The highest other caused out-migration were found in
Tripura followed by Meghalaya and the lowest has been found in Rajasthan. In terms
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of migration for various other causes, the average female in India was 9.4% in 1991,
grew to 13.9 % in 2001, and then declined 4 points (8.1%) in 2011.

4. Discussion

In this study, we employed data from the Census of India to examine the trends,
patterns, streams and reasons for internal migration in India. The findings from the
analysis allowed us to draw several explanations. The inter-district or intra-state
migration increased from 1991-2011 because social and cultural diversity in India
resist population mobility (Kumar et al., 2002). With the increase in distance, the
possibility of losing the significance of social network rise between the place of origin
and destination (Mitra &Murayana, 2009). On the contrary rural to rural migration
gradually decreased from 1991-2011 (64.5-53.8%) and rural to urban migration
increased over time (17.7-19.7%). The large share of rural-to-rural migration is due to
the importance of marriage-related migration (Bhagat &Keshri, 2020). Besides, the
laggard agricultural growth and limited scope for development in the non-agricultural
sector in rural areas force people to migrate outside (Mitra &Murayana, 2009). On the
other hand, because of employment opportunities, educational opportunities, better
medical services, more civic amenities, and high wages in urban areas accelerated the
flow of migration not only from rural to urban but also in the stream from urban to
urban especially from small towns to the larger towns (Singh, 2016 and Kumari,
2014). The reason for migration helps to understand the motivational factors behind
the mobility of people. It explained a sharp difference in the reasons for migration
between males and females. From 1991-2011, ‘marriage’ as a reason for migration
(76.12-66.74%) and ‘employment’ (26.9-24%) among males are dominant reasons for
migration (Lusome& Bhagat 2006; Kadi &Sivamurthy, 1988). ‘Marriage’ as a reason
for migration among females leads to a large share of rural-to-rural migration in India.
However, among UTs the interstate out-migration rate is higher than the national
average (16) and states like Bihar, Assam, and Tripura have the lowest share of out-
migration rate because interstate mobility of people is generally low in the less
developed states with a high level of poverty (Mahapatro, 2012 and Paul, 2019).
Among the states, total migration in India was highest in Uttarakhand (36.7) followed
by Bihar (30.6). The difficult topography, harsh climate and remoteness of the
Uttarakhand Himalaya are the push factors of this mountainous region (Sati, 2020).
On the other hand, Bihar is an EAG states, having a high population growth rate, high
levels of poverty and poor SDP and these led the people to migrate mainly in search
of employment. Besides that Haryana had the highest overall marriage migration rate.
Earlier the people of this region were not adverse to married women from any caste,
religion or region but due to the skewed sex ratio and a large number of men being
unmarried, cross-region marriage in Haryana accelerated the rate of marriage-related
migration (kukreja, 2017). In an account of male migration, a variety of reasons are
there. A considerable quantum of males migrated in search of employment from UTs
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like Chandigarh, Daman & Diu, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and states such as Himachal
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Mizoram. They tend to
relocate to the economically developed states in the western part of India. Though the
male population in India had a lower tendency to migrate for business purposes over
three decades; Gujarat, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland etc states showed
relatively much concentration of male migration in comparison with other states. Over
the past, Gujarat has been one of the leading states in business-related migration in
India. Gujaratis tend to migrate mainly abroad to work as traders, businessmen, and
hoteliers (Bhagat et al., 2017).

In opposition, female migration for the reason of marriage (69.7) dominated in India.
More or less every state and UTs presented a high pick of marriage-related female
migration rate among all the reasons for migration because of the practice that women
move out from their natal place after marriage (Pandey, 2015; Bhagat and Keshri,
2020). This is closely followed by ‘move with HHs’ (12.3 in 2011), and ‘other’ (8.1)
as important reasons for migration. The rate increase in these particular reasons for
migration was attributed mainly to associational migration means of accompanying
the family member in urban areas (Skeldon, 1986; Mitra and Murayama, 2009).
However, the total migration rate of India increased from 27.43% to 30.58% during
1991-2001 and it further increased to 37.47% in 2011. Since British colonization,
India had developed infrastructure of roads, railways, port centres, mining, civic
administration and connectivity with all places. But the new economic condition
created regional disparities. This led to a continuous increase in the migration rate in
India (Bhagat and Keshri, 2018). The most dominant states in total migration rate
were Goa, Chandigarh, Daman and Diu, Andaman and Nicobar Island, and
Maharashtra. After sowing the rabi crops, villages in Maharashtra face severe seasonal
unemployment. To overcome the threat of unemployment in the lean season,
maximum small and marginal peasant households migrate during the dry season in
search of livelihood opportunities in the sugar mills and brick kilns (Jaleel and
Chattopadhay, 2020). Employment emerged as the main reason for migration in all
states and UTs.

5. Conclusion
The current study looked at the volumes, trends, and patterns of internal migration in

India between 1980 and 2011. The number of females migrating has greatly
improved, according to the findings. Female marriage migration is slightly lower than
male marriage migration, whereas the magnitude of ‘employment’' and ‘education-
related movement is substantially higher than male migration in 2001-11. In
comparison to rural to urban and urban to urban migration, the rural to rural migration
stream has decreased by 10%, while the urban to urban migration stream has
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increased. Another significant finding is that females are more interested in rural to
urban migration than males. The primary motive for male migrants' migration has
been employed, but the primary reason for female migrants has been marriage. In
2011, however, female marriage migration was on the decline. In terms of intrastate
out-migration rates, Chandigarh, Lakshadweep, Goa, and Andaman & Nicobar were
the top three states/UTs with rates higher than the national average, followed by
Meghalaya, Delhi, and Daman & Diu. Whereas, the interstate out-migration rate
during 2001-2011 was recorded as 17 per thousand populations. The Chandigarh,
Puducherry, and Lakshadweep where Tripura, Mizoram, Jammu & Kashmir States &
UTs were at the top of the interstate out-migration rate. Especially, the larger
proportion of interstate out-migration was observed among all union territories states
followed by Bihar, Uttarakhand, and Uttar Pradesh labour’s employment and business
remained the main cause of male out-migration whereas marriage to the neighbouring
state seems to be the major cause of female out-migration.
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Appendix 1: Distribution of Interstate out migration rate (Per Thousand Population) in
India, 2001-2011

Total Male Female
States & UTs 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011 1991 2001 2011
Andaman & Nicobar Islands 27 19 31 22 27 26 33 23 37
Andhra Pradesh 7 8 10 6 9 9 8 8 11
Arunachal Pradesh 20 11 15 19 12 14 22 12 16
Assam 8 9 9 8 12 10 8 11 9
Bihar 14 33 29 15 21 31 13 27 27
Chandigarh 123 101 119 103 141 105 149 119 136
Chhattisgarh NA 19 12 NA 24 9 NA 21 13
Dadra & Nagar Haveli 42 12 19 28 20 12 58 16 28
Daman & Diu 52 32 29 31 38 21 75 34 44
Delhi 30 26 46 21 42 38 40 33 55
Goa 25 22 28 20 27 25 29 24 31
Gujarat 7 8 9 6 10 8 9 9 10
Haryana 34 18 29 22 39 19 48 28 41
Himachal Pradesh 28 25 25 27 29 21 29 27 29
Jammu & Kashmir NA 11 10 NA 13 9 NA 12 10
Jharkhand NA 21 20 NA 25 17 NA 23 24
Karnataka 13 13 15 11 16 12 15 15 18
Kerala 15 14 15 16 13 14 14 14 16
Lakshadweep 69 24 50 52 14 47 87 19 53
Madhya Pradesh 9 11 16 6 17 13 12 14 20
Maharashtra 10 8 11 8 11 9 12 9 13
Manipur 9 14 14 9 12 14 9 13 15
Meghalaya 13 8 10 11 10 8 15 9 11
Mizoram 17 36 8 16 35 7 18 36 8
Nagaland 11 16 11 10 38 10 11 26 13
Orissa 8 14 14 8 10 15 8 12 13
Puducherry 48 30 87 34 44 75 62 37 98
Punjub 25 16 18 21 26 13 31 21 24
Rajasthan 17 16 20 15 20 17 21 18 23
Sikkim 28 11 17 22 13 13 35 12 21
Tamil Nadu 12 11 10 12 11 10 12 11 11
Tripura 10 7 8 9 7 7 11 7 9
Uttar Pradesh 18 25 24 18 21 25 18 23 24
Uttarakhand NA 38 36 NA 46 29 NA 42 43
West Bengal 7 9 11 5 9 10 8 9 11
INDIA 13 16 17 12 17 16 15 16 19

Sources: D-3 & D-13, Census of India, 2001-2011

Migration Letters



